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EXTRACTS FROM REVIEWS 

OF 

"THE WALL'S END MINER." 



** We are glad to see a 8€>coDd and Improved 
edition of the Memoir. It abounds in very nseful 
reflections and observations. Mr. Everett ivrites 
like one who well knows how to separate not only 
the chaff from the wheat, but the bran from the 
finer flour, and has furnished a very useful 
addition to the stock of christian biography." 
Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 

<* We need say no more in recommendation of 
this volume than that 'The Wall's End Miner* is 
an excellent companion to * The Village Black- 
smith.'" Watchman. 

" William' Crister's narrative in the hands of 
Mr. Everett is both interesting and instructive, 
and we shall be much mistaken if this small volume 
does not obtain a more exteusive circulation, and 
make a deeper impression than the author has 
ventured to anticipate. It is well written, and 
we sincerely recommend it to those who wish to 
become acquainted with excellencies of character 
which have been exemplified in humble circum- 
staoces." Newcastle Courant. 



. REVItWS. 

*^ This work will be very acceptable to readers 
of .the persuasion of the Wesley an Methodists, 
and the Tarious sects that have branched off from 
that vast stem. The narrative is, of itself, very 
interesting," Mexaopoutak Mao. 

'' Of the merits of this interesting and instruc- 
tive volume, we must be understood to speak 
candidly — we are disposed to do justice — they 
are of an ocder which caoaot fall to elicit- com- 
mendation. The memoir of an orphan, from 
beginning to ejid, is well written — the characters 
introduced fairly sustained — and the interest kept 
up throughout.'' Monthi.y MAOk 

<* With how small, a portion, of the world i^rdie 
mo9t widely-travelled acquiaiated,; in bow narrow 
a circle of interests and feelings does, the m»st 
liberal thinker Uvel Want of time,, want of oppor- 
tunity, the pursuit of ope or two engrossing objects 
confine him to lus< own orbit in spite of himself; 
but should any casualty' lead him to tracts new 
and strange, he has the advantage over the narrow- 
minded, of being, at least willing to contemplate, 
and to open his understanding and heart to things 
which may not heretofore have been comprehended 
in his philosophy. At least such we feel to be 
our case, in* stumbling upon a book like * The 
Wallas find Miner,' a work which, in its own class, 
will have — ^probably has had already->-botfa circu- 
lationi and influence. We can perceive that though 
there be only a hair's brradth between enthusiasm 
and.ftuiaitioism, stiH the separatioB' is clear and 
decisive : on one side of the boundary the morals 
and charities of life exist ami flourish, though in 
an atmosphere strange to us.'* Athbn^um. 
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preface:. 



! To persons remote from the scene where 
!the subject of the following pages spent 
his days, and also unacquainted with its 
local -historj, it uiay be stated, that 
** Wall's End" is situated on the North 
Side- of Ae^ Tyn6, in the County of 
NorthumbMand, immediately on the main 
roadieading' from Newcastle to Shields, 
and is about four miles — being an equal 
-dislBttce, from each place. The name is 
derived from the famous Wall built by the 
Emperor Severus, A. D. 207, which 
stretched across the country, passed 
through the site of the present Town of 
Newcastle, and here terminated its eastern 

1 
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course. The wall itself was constructed 
of square stones— was twelve feet high 
and eight broad — and was every way, 
except on the edges of precipices, accom- 
panied by a deep, ditch or foss. The site 
of this wall, and the hollow of the foss, 
running parallel with the present turnpike 
way, are still to be traced from Byker 
Hill Mill to the 'first milestone on the 
Shields road ; and a fragment of the wall 
itself is still to be seen near the bridge 
over Denton Burn, a little west of New-^ 
castle. 

But apart from Eoman history, and 
independent of any knowledge of its asso- 
ciation with the place, the " Wall's End 
coal" has been long famed for its excellent 
quality ; so much so, indeed, that coal- 
dealers have been detected in a fraudulent 
use of the name in the market, — pushing 
off, imder its sanction, an inferior article. 
In this excellent mine, the subject of the 
present Memoir was long employed ; and 
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the products of his toil warmed many a 
metropolitan hearth, from the cottage to 
the palace, and from the kitchen to the 
drawing-room, — his own heart heing often 
heated to intensity with the love of God, 
while, in the midst of his numerous aspi« 
rations to Heaven, the material was passing 
through his horn-worked hands. 

Several objections were presented to 
the writer's mind on first taking up the 
subject ; — objections much more dis- 
couraging than those which operated in 
the case of " The Village Blacksmith" — a 
work, the success of which has exceeded 
any thing he could possibly have antici- 
pated, and for which he expresses his 
gratitude both at the bar of criticism and 
to an indulgent public. For though the 
son of Vulcan was far his inferior in intel- 
lect, and might have kept his^br^^ at work 
with the Tyne-Side Miner's materials^ — 
preserving his own native warmth in full 
vigour, as did ** Peter," in company with 



^ the servants and'officers, who hxidiaado 
a fire of coals/* before which they ** stood/* 
and at which ** tiicy wann^ thesi^elves/' 
yet he was invested with more associate 
circumstances, characters, «nd scenes than 
his humble follower^ on many of which 
depends a considerable portion of the 
interest of Ihe narrative^ The Miner was 
loo iniich fcodlkzedy io admit of vaxiety, 
ftridinj^ firom a change of society and of 
place I in a description of which the reader 
Often experiences' more enjoyment than 
the actual spectator. The want of office^ 
too, on which public, charaoti^ tlJ{:es its 
stand, leading to various lassoeiations, as 
Well as to intellectual development, was 
another defect. Hence it waii, that the 
Writer saw before him a narrative of my* 
in^Sy rather than of dmngs : and ielt a 
danger of being hemmed within the limits 
of a bare delineation oi character^ rather 
than Uiat of having d&e privilege of e:q>a« 
tiating at. large over the whole ponrse oi 
a richly-varied life. 



' He recoHeotedyT htomtr^ty that he had a 
candid and ialellig^it xeligioTLs public to 
deal wkb^-^ersoas . wha would look for 
no more Irom a Miner» thiin what the 
character of hifs circitmataiices would ad- 
mit; whoiwouldneyerJbok for the refine, 
jaent ofmaoaien firom ihe cottager, which 
might reascMitthljr he expected from the 
coturtieir-f^for the ssaofi knowledge from 
the luiedticat^d plebeian, a6 from the man 
of leamingr-K>r who would hope to s^e a 
prince in maimeft, and a Solomon in wia«> 
domh^without promise or preparation, 
starting inta exkteiice' out 6f a. c(^ier. 
Taste, perfaape,. rather than judgment^— as 
in the case o^: pMrtixiukr artists^ led the 
writer to decide upon his crubject. He 
always prefers the.thatehed! cottage in ruin» 
to ti|e lately villa, trimmed and squared, 
for pictorial effect; .and the rude cascade, 
to the polished stream. When he laid 
hold of his subject, he found him an 
ordinal of his kind; and an original of 
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ang kind^ whether in prose or verse, in 
science, or mechanics, in the hamlet or in 
the city, will present some points of in- 
terest, which may be considered peculiar, 
and claimed as personal property. An 
estate may be fertile, though not large ; 
and a garden will present as many beauties, 
and create as lively an interest, as a wide 
monotonous heath, distinguished only for 
its sterility. Here the candid reader wiL 
find a garden — ^not of flowers barely, but 
of fruit ; and though the inheritor was 
poor, the crop may be viewed as rich for 
Heaven. If the writer should have 
been in error respecting the quality, the 
judicious reader will be able to detect, 
as the candid, it is hoped, will be disposed 
to bear with the mistake. 

J. E. 
Newcastley Sep. I7th. 1835. 
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Hatikg been repeatedly urged to reprint 
the '^ MiNBR," owing to a demand for it 
£rom the publishers, the writer has been 
induced to comply with the request : and 
to shew, that he is not insensible of the 
obligations under which he is laid for the 
public favour bestowed, he has laboured 
to repay by his industry what he has re- 
ceived in the way of courtesy. The 
whole of the Memoir has undergone a 
strict revision — considerable additions, 
including several important facts, not 
before in the writer's possession, have 
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been made — and a plan of the workings 
. of the mme, lithographed and introduced. 
The favourable manner in which the 
work has been received by tae public 
journals, cannot be. .otherwise than grate- 
ful to the writer ; and while its general 
character id affirmed to be go6d,;8light 
differences of opinion, resolving them- 
selves into mejre. points.. of taste or criti- 
cism, maj be innocently indulged, and 
the character itstelf preserved Ufnimpaired. 
The frequent . employment of scHptura^ 
texti^, and the-rrpejf haps » too frequent txiset 
of sacred' mime's by the subje^^t of the 
memoir, may- be distasteful to tke. general 
leftder. But it should t>e remembered^ 
that it i» the reHgiims biogtaphy, of an 11^ 
literate buft religious mafi ;-^tha(t the bio4 
grapher, though anxious to improve the 
world, wals notrW^iting foir' the irreligious 
part of Aie oommunky so much as: for the 
church ^'-^ihiBA, \\ is his' opinion that, in 
many professedly religious woxks, there \^ 
a poverty of scriptural language and 



hnagerjy exhibiting a marked- distin<stion 
between th» moderns aad the. writers of 
the puritanic school— 4hu8 passing from 
o<ie extreme to the other ; — ^and that he 
always oonsidcrs hhnself as standing well, 
when he can plant bis foot on sacred soil 
*^vt/^tieti he can basis his positions on 
eternal tmth.^ He is not inclined to 
adopt the opinion, that inr " writing to the 
world, authors should write as the world 
does as to manner/* and that the ^^ hallo w« 
ed language of prayer and praise is not 
akogeiher to be used eveir in a senaon— 
still less in a biography ^"* for if it bd 
merely aa to manner^ mhy ejtclude th^ 
matter of the sacred text? and if th^ 
** hallowed language of prayer and praise'* 
be not to be used in » eerm&nf or in r^H* 
ffum$ biography ^^ Where it may be de«. 
maixded, is ^thihmgimge to be em^yed? 
The *• Sermons" of the licentious Law* 
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rence Sterne will meet the views of those 
who are averse to ^' hallowed language'* 
in such campositions ; and the ^' Memoirs*' 
of the celehratedPercival Stockdale will 
accommodate their wishes, as to the total 
absence of " prayer and praise." 

But as neither of them bear the genuine 
stamp of Christianity, it is difficult to as- 
certain of what value either of them are, 
in educating himian beings for a glorious 
eternity — which is the grand end of Reli- 
gion and of the ministerial office, which 
the authors separately sustained. To 
** write as the world does," would, it is 
feared, be to preserve the world as it w^— 
" without God." Besides, what is it that 
constitutes the difference between sacred 
and profane writers, if it be not the sen- 
timent and phraseology ? 

What is the object of a minister, in his 
Sbrmon, but to iUustrate and apply the 
sacred text ? and what is Religious Bio- 
graphy, but a practical comment on the 
Uvinff truths of the Bible? Now, the 
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difficulty is, how either are to be accom- 
plished without the '^ hallowed language 
of prayer and praise !" As well might the 
lives of Alexander, of Copernicus, of 
Baphael, of Boyle, of Boerhaave, of Hale, 
of Milton, or of Mozart, be penned with- 
out emyloying the language of the field, 
the heavens, the pencil, .philosophy, law, 
physic, poetry, or music, as attempt the 
life of a Christian without the language 
o£ Christianity, — ^a Christian, whose very 
breath is "prayer and praise," Each 
subject requires — to a certain extent at 
least, its own mode of treatment, and the 
drapery of language must be in keeping 
with the subject ; the hero with his sword, 
the artist with his pencil, and the Chris- 
tian with his Saviour and his Bible — 
each subject, to be natural, demanding 
its own appropriate language;— sacred 
language for sacred things. 

In the life of a private character, there 
may not be much to *' interest the ge- 
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iieral reader." The truth ia, as Di* 
IVIcCrfe remarks in his Life 6( Sjioz, 
that there is a ^* line which divides bio- 
graphy from general history j** and'h^ce, 
the "general reader^ #ill rardy he s». 
tisfied with the biography of a Idealized 

humble individual. But "general rea- 
derSy*^ compiared with ^t mass of sok 

eiety, are greatly in the minority; and 

biography, Uk4 that of the '< Miner," is 

intended for persons m the more hum* 

ble watk4» of lifov Not only so^ but 

every hun^n being' who carries about 

with him fnan ifi himself,, will be. able 

to yead, in all genuine biograp' y, por« 

tions of the Mstoiy of his envn nature. 

Biography is aBdnrroriii which man— ». 

as man, may re>cognize the geiieral fear 

tares of his own fiocc; or to speak with«- 

out a m^ti^hor^ the feelings of his owtt 

heart, 

Newcastle, Dec. 21st, 1837,. . 
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CHAPTER I. 

Providence and Grace — l%e Birth and Parent^ 
age of the subject of the Memoir — He is left 
an Orphan — Sent early to the Collieries-^ 
Meets with a Pit Accident — His Affection for 
his Foster-mother — Exemption from gross Im- 
morality — Is playfully mischievouS'-^The 
€h,iety of his Du^ositian — Entfirs a Rifle 
Corps — IS distinguished in the Band^Lmted 
to a Class-meeting — Conviction—Conversum-^ 
Learns to read^Suffers through his Cotmea- 
ion with ih$ Army. 

Miners and Mariners are among those classes 
in society, who, in their lawful occupations, are 
much more exposed to sudden death, in the 
Tarious perib by which they are surrounded, 
than others ; and it is a fact, in the history of 
Wesleyan Methodism, which ought not to be 
overlooked, that God, in infinite mercy, directed 
the attention of its extraordinary founder, at the 
•artiest period, first to the ooUiers of KiNcewooo, 
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and next to those on the Ttnb and the Wbab,* 
— taking a stride, so to speak, from one ex- 
tremity of the land to the other, — ^leaving thick- 
ly-populated districts unvisited between, — ^and 
thus, to persons i|i iheareaUtt danger^ o£Pering 
the only means of everuuting safety. However 
this feature of Divine Providence may be viewed 
by others, to a person divinely enlightened, the 
subject will come mth a peculiarly impressive 
power to the heart ; and no one, possessed of 
^nuine Christian philanthropy, but must exult 
m the more than usual harvest reaped for the 
gamer of Qod among this death-exposed race 
^f industrious men. The same being who has 
so often, met them in the terrors of his Provi- 
dence, has, in this instance, met them in the 
licties of His grace — ^amply compensating the 
perUs cf the one in the blessings of the other. 

William Cbister, who was born in the Close, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, in the county of North- 
umberland, December 26th, 1779, was a trophy 
of no ordinary worth, among thousands of 
others, who graced the triumphs of the Re- 
deemer, while following his steps upon earth. 
His father was a bass-maker, and haid six chil- 
dren in all, of whom William was the youngest. 
His mother, when he was about eighteen months 
old, was seized with an illness, which soon ter- 
minated in her dissolution ; not long after 
which, his father also died. The mother, dur- 

* See Note B— Appendix. 
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ing ber illness^ leqnested a friend to lake eare 
of William ; and that friend kindly acceding to 
the request, removed him to the coHienes^ 
where he was brought up in the lowly walks 
of life, 

When in the seventh year of his age, he was 
sent to work in the pit at Bigge's Main, about 
three miles East of Newcastle ; and having la« 
boured there the spaoe of four years, the family 
with whom he resided removed to Wall's End 
Colliery, in the same neighbourhood, whither 
he accompanied them, and in which he was 
employed the remainder of his dayd. While at 
Bigge s Main, he had a narrow escape, when at 
work ; for so near was the fire, during the ex- 
plosion, that it drove some small pieces of coal 
into his face, the blue marks of which he carri- 
ed with him to the end of his pilgrimage. 

The family, under whose roof he was reared, 
treated him with great affection, and his orphan 
heart clung with equal tenderness and gratitude 
to his foster-mother. He was advised, when 
he grew up, to quit the house, by those who 
ought to have known better^ and to appropriate 
his wages to his own use. But he had too ten- 
der a nature cruelly to abandon old appe, and 
too deep a sense of the kindness received, to 
forget it. When the woman was siek, to whom 
he had looked up as a mother, he provided 
whatever was within the range of his power for 
her comfort, and gave her the whole of his earn- 
ings as long as she lived. With this fiunily he 
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continued, till he was about one and twenty 
years of age, when he entered into the marriage 
state ; remaining from eight to nine years more, 
an utter stranger to experimental religion. 

Previously to his marriage, he was distin- 
guished for a decent morality, for honesty and 
industry ; nor less so, when he was surrounded 
by a &mily of his own. He was sportive ra- 
ther than vicious, — ^would have raised the laugh, 
rather than have produced the tear, by impart- 
ing pain,— and would have led the way to harm- 
less amusement, rather than have followed in 
the wake of crime. As a key to character, it 
may be stated, that when he found a neigh- 
bour's door open, and the house without an 
inmate, he would have stepped in unperceived, 
and would have concealed in one of the most 
unlikely places to look for it, either some article 
of value, or something likely to be wanted for 
immediate use ; watching the while, for the re- 
turn of the careless absentee, in order to observe 
the workings of the mind, to see the first sur- 
prise, or fear, and to furnish an opportunity of 
exercbing affected sympathy in the presumed 
loss. This led to occasional falsehood, which 
his unenlightened mind placed to the account 
of innocent mirth. After he had amused himself 
some time, with demure look, and soft speech, 
he would then point to the place of conceal- 
ment — turn upon his heel with a laugh — and 
leave them as much oveijoyed with the discov- 
ery, as vexed with his folly, — the persons often 
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•ending after him the nearest article they could 
hurl without serious injury to either. An un- 
occupied house— though but for a moment^ 
would have been deemed a favourable occasion 
by the unprincipled for purposes of plunder ; 
but though destitute of the fear of God, Crister 
was honest to man. 

The natural gaiety of his spirit, and benevo- 
lence of his disposition, leading him more into 
the company of the facetious tnan the facinor- 
ous, he was consequently less exposed than 
many around him, to the effects of profane 
habits. No society was allowed to be sad in 
his presence. Having considerable wit and 
fancy of his own — ^being generally on the look 
out for the droll^ quaint, smart sayings of others 
— and possessing what, in humble life, might be 
deemed considerable fecundity, he was very 
often the harlequin of the persons with whom 
lie associated, and was sure to renovate the 
flaggin^f attention and overworked spirits of any 
who might be disposed to sink. 

One circumstance which contributed not a 
litUe to his notoriety in his unrenewed state, 
was the establishment of a corps of riflemen, 
{during the continental struggle,) of which Mr. 
Buddie was captain, and in Uie band of which 
Crister alternately beat the great drum, and 
amused himself and others with the tambarine. 
Though an adept in handling both instruments, 
yet it was in the use of the latter he patticu- 
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larly excelled ; and being exceedingly flexile, 
active, and varied, in hifi numerous evolutions, 
— employing the heel, the toe, the knee, the 
forehead, the chin, the back part of the head, 
the shoulder, the elbow, knuckles, and fingers, 
— ^passing from one to another, and from one 
extremity to the other, with the utmost ease, ra- 
pidity, and grace, he attracted immense crowds 
to see his performance. While others delighted 
the ear with their music, Crister fixed the eye 
by his antics, — the music itself appearing very 
often a mere accompaniment to an exhibition, 
in which he stood as the chief actor. But 
though extremely partial to music, and almost 
living in its sound, he was never able to read 
it. His ear was quick, and good ; and he would 
have caught a tune as expeditiously, and fixed 
it nearly as permanently, as a person could 
have committed it to paper, 
. William Kennedy, who was anxious to pro- 
mote the moral and religious welfare of his fel- 
low-creatures, pressed his own brother Thoma;^ 
and W. Crister, to accompany him to Mr. 
Reay's class, which met in the house of the 
latter, at Carville* They both complied ; and 
though Crister entered the room a perfect stran- 
ger to the odiousness and criminality of moral 
evil, he left it with a deep concern lor the sal- 
vation of his soul ; and continued a member of 
the class to the day of his death — ^a period of 
about twenty-six years, havine united himself 
to it, January l7th, 1809. He had attended 
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pzeaohing at Carville Chapel some time preyi- 
ously to this, and manifested more than usual 
thoughtfiihiess, which induced William Ken- 
nedy to give lum the invitation. But still he 
remained unscathed in conscience. Here, how- 
eyer, the ** scales** fell from his eyes ; he heheld 
himself in ** an horrible pit of miry clay f and 
what was worse, he found that the bottom of 
that pit constituted the lid, which opened to 
the mouth of hell. From thence, he sent up his 
piercing wailings to heaven, and, ** the Lord in- 
clined unto" him, "and heard" his **(iTy'' 
The " coals of juniper," remarkable fot their in- 
tense heat, had entered the soul. Conviction 
raged like a fire within, and drank up his spir- 
its. His vivacity forsook him ; and he wept 
for very anguish of SouL 

His repentance was deep and genuine, but 
not of long continuance, as to its " weepings 
and wailings ;" for in a few weeks he obtained 
a clear sense of his acceptance with God, through 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

He fixed the eye of his soul upon a crucified 
Redeemer ; by which act he was raised out of 
the " horrible pit of miry clay," in which he had 
found himself so deeply plunged, — and which 
may be illustrated by a dream which a person 
had^ who, like himself, was in search of salva- 
tion. The person in question dreamed, accord- 
ing to statement, that he lay at the bottom of 
a coal-pit, without the least^ apparent possible 
way of escape. After remaining in that state 
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goiDe time, he turned his eye up the shaft, called 
by some '* the eye/' and saw a small circle of 
we dark blue heavens. While looking with 
despondency, and yet wistfully, for some time, 
a beautiful star appeared, stealing out of tbo 
deep azure above, — ^rendering that azure still 
more deep, as its own rays became more beau- 
tifully bright. This luminary stood directly 
over him ; and one of his first thoughts was — 
^ This is the Star of BsTHLfiUEH." In the act 
of gazing upon it, with some degree of admira- 
tion, he thought he felt its attractive influence, 
and was by almost imperceptible degrees raised 
towards the day. By some mishap, he lost sight 
of it, and fell ; and on looking upward again, 
it had disappeared. He lay, and moumea his 
wretchedness, — wishing for its re-appearance. 
After a short time had elapsed, it again stole 
through the gloom, and stood over him as love- 
ly as before. Again he gazed with intensity — 
again he felt its attractive force — and again he 
rose. But the eye once more betrayed its trust 
— and tliat moment he feU. His distress was 
proportionally great ; and what seemed to aug- 
ment it was, he despaired, while in the very act 
of longing, looking, and watching, of ever again 
being favoured with a gleam of its rays. It 
once more, however, refreshed his vision. He 
looked — he rose — the eye was true— he reached 
the top---and awoke in an extacy. — Thus it was 
with Crister. He beheld Jesu», as the Briglit, 
the Morning Star, — as " the Star of Jacob" ris^ 
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mg on the darkness of human nature, and 
shedding His healing beams upon the lost sons 
of Adam. Faith was represented to him under 
the notion of attentively viewing an object^ and 
he was accosted in the Bible, with, ** Look unto 
me;, all ye ends of the earth, and be ye saved." 
He was taught, that though the brazen serpent 
was lifted up, it was only available, in its heal<* 
ing influence, to tiiose who looked upon it. He 
was taught also, that the mrtue was not so 
much in the serpent^ as in the look. Here he 
was able to perceive a difference between the 
tj^ and the omH-type ; for he found real virtue 
in Christ — ^but stil^ that virtue only went out 
olHim, in proportion as he looked upon Him 
with the eyoy or laid hold of Him by the h€md 
of faith. He stretched forth his arm, in pur- 
suance of the last figure of speech, as he had 
often done at the bottom of the shaft, and, 
empty-handed, laid hold of the mercy of God, 
through &ith in Jesus Christ, as upon a golden 
chain, and m^tained his hold of the last link, 
till it drew him up to heaven. The Lord, in 
the expressivelanguage of Elihu, brought ''back 
his soul from the pit, to be enlightened with the 
light of the living ;" and in the further figura- 
tive language of the Psalmist, ** set his feet upon 
a rocky and established his goings." He was 
now no longer among the ^ slime pits" ki ^ the 
▼ale of Bidding" He had firm footing, and pro- 
ceeded in his Christian course with stability. 
The room in which the class met, was after? 



10 THE wall's BND MIIfB&i 

wards converted into a shop ; and with that 
room be had many a^preeable associations. ** I 
can ffo," he would aay, " to the very spot where 
the Lord set my soul at liberty* There is a 
hogshead of sugar now standing upon tlie 
place :" a reflection to him^ much sweeter than 
the fruit of the cane to the palate^ and through 
which he could look up to heaveu with *' Abba, 
Father/' dwelling upon his lipsy and freedom 
in his heart. It is a remarkable fiict, that some 
of our best feelmgs are reyived, on our having 
certain trifling localities brought before the eye. 
^ If an old man/' says Foster, ^^ wished to ani- 
mate for a moment the languid and &ded ideas 
which he retains of his vouth, he might walk 
with his crutch across the green, where he once 
played with companions who are now probably 
laid to repose in another spot not far ofil Aii 
aged saint may meet a^^ain some of the afiect- 
ing idea& of his early piety, in the place where 
he first thought it happy to pray. A walk in 
a meadow, the sight of a bank of flowers, per- 
haps even of some one flower in a landscape 
with the tints of autumn, the descent into a 
valley, the brow of a mountatn, the house where 
a friend has been met, or has resided, or haa 
died, have often produced a much more lively 
recollection of our past feelings, and of the ob« 
jects and events which caused them, than the 
most perfect description could harve done ; and 
we have lingered a considerable time lor the 
pensive luxury of thus resuming the departed 
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State." The sij^ht of the hogshead, which waa 
stationary, reminded Crister years afterwards, 
what took place when kneeling on the boards 
beneath it. 

Not satisfied with his attempts to pray in 
public at first, and being deficient in confi- 
dence, he laboured to conceive a prayer in his 
mind, and to preserve it in recollection. This 
he sought to repeat on difierent occasions ; but 
feeling himself trammelled with it, and finding 
it also injurious to the free spirit of prayer, he 
laid it aside, and depended upcm the spontan- 
ous effusions of the moment : remaridng, that 
he ** walked by the aid of a cru$^ at first, but 
was soon able to go alone." 

Being extremely partial to class-meeting, he 
never, vnth the exception of onee, absented 
himself firom church-fellowship, unless lawfully 
detained. At the time alluded to, he was the 
subject of strong temptation ; and instead of 
going to the meeting, he strolled down the 
banks of the Tyne. He soon felt, that he had 
entered into the temptation ; and after much 
prayer, he vowed before the Lord — a vow which 
he was able to keep to the day of his death, 
that he would never more give place to Satan 
on that subject* ** I^'* said he, when caution*^ 
ing the absentee in social meetings, ^Uhose 
persons who are in the habit of neglecting their 
classes only felt what I experienced that ni^ht, 
they would vow, like me, never to do so agam." 
He was a perfect model for others, in his atten- 
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tion to the public, social, and private worship 
of God ; and as in his class, so amon^ the free 
sittings in the chapel, he was always to be 
found in his place, and would have his own 
seat, with which he was inyariably indulged. 

One serious inconvenience under which he 
laboured, was his inability to read. An imper^ 
feet knowledge of the letters of the English 
alphabet, was all he had acquired ; and in the 
thirtieth year oi hiB age, he had to return to 
childhood, and was seen anxiously porin? over 
his « Horn Book" and " Tom Thumb,^ sur- 
rounded by his offspring, — ^looking through 
these initiatory trifles to &e New Testament, 
and exulting m the hope of one day reaching 
the fountain of knowledge, and medium oif life. 
By close application, he was soon able to read 
the sacred page, both in private, and in his 
family ; and to exclaim — *' I esteem the words 
of Thy mouth, more than my necessary food. 
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul : the testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple ; the statutes of the Lord are 
right, rejoicing the heart : the commandment 
of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes : the 
judgments of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether, more to be desired than fine gold ; 
sweeter also than the honey, and the honey- 
comb." In his first readings, he was like a 
person entering upon'a newly-discovered coun- 
try ; he sat down by the skirts or sea-shore of 
knowledge ; but on improving, he entered fur- 
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ther and fctrther into the interior of tfaei knd ; 
till at length, on gaining a imall eminence, as 
it were, he saw the truth of God expanding 
into a greatness beyond the ^each of his own 
sight, while every thing seemed written as with 
a san-beam. The opaque medium was chang- 
ed for. the transparent ; and he beheld with 
awe, surprise, and admiration, the wonders of 
God's law. The Bible was to him, not only a 
** light to the feet and a lamp to the path,** but 
a kind of sacred Nepenthe, m every moment of 
discouragement. There, he found recipes, to 
employ the language of the medical student, 
which proved a coraial to his spirits, and im- 
parted vigour to his arm. " I was bom twice," 
he would say ; ** once at Newcastle, and 
another time at Carville. At my second birth, 
I was as unable to read as at my first ; but 
now, I can not only read my Bible, but my 
title to heaven." 

While he wati making progress in knowledge 
and in piety, there remained one afflicting draw- 
back to his happmess. The rifle corps in which 
he had figured for several years, remained in 
arms upwards of twelve months after his con- 
version ; and various cireumstances and argu- 
ments concurred to bind him to the band to 
-which he had been linked. It was a season of 
scruple and tenderness of conscience ; he was 
not well grounded in religion ; and his exper- 
ience and knowledge were ill able to meet the 
sopfaismsy temptationst and bu£fetings, with 
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which he was assailed. The tambarhie in the 
same handy before ^md after conversion^ seemed 
altogether another thing ; and the eye of the 
pubUc, as quick to perceive as to associate, was 
upon him for evil, as it had been upon him for 
good. The instrument had been his idol, and 
he himself had been the idol of the multitude* 
Of that idol he was obliged to maintain his 
hold, when idolatry had ceased ; and in the 
act of handling it, he was not less ** ashamed'* 
than the artificer in iron would have been, on 
receiving a visit from the prophet Isaiah, while 
forging idols in his smithy, after his enlighten- 
ment, and of whom it is said, *' the smith with 
the tongs both worketh in the coals, and fash- 
ioneth it with hanmiers, and worketh it witti 
the strength of his arms.'* Poor Gnster had to 
work on, and to throw around his arms fw the 
entertainment of others, while the spirit of his 
employment was entombed within him. It 
was not like the graver evolution ai the regular 
soldier, or even the more sober and stately 
march of a person with the bassoon, or of per- 
sons with an^ other dozen of instruments ; but 
the onl^ article in the band that requised a 
harlequm for its management, and in the hand 
of one who had once been a master, as he had 
now become a slave. Being less attached to 
the exercise of the kurge dram than the tam- 
barine, he hit upon an expedient once for tem- 
porary repose. While engaged with the former, 
by a- dexterously desigiied blow, he brought 
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one of the stickfit in contact with the hoop 
around the head ; it instantly snapped into two 
parts, and the heavy end flew among the spec- 
.tatois. The trick was repeated a second time, 
and a second time he accomplished his object. 
But two new sticks were forthcoming the next 
day, the handles of which were formed of whale- 
bone. These bound him to the drum some time 
longer, like a whale to the boat, while the har- 
.poon is quiyering in its side — imparting as much 
mental agony to poor Crister as the iron to the 
fish. He sighed, he groaned, he prayed, he 
watched, he blushed, till the dissolution of the 
corps, when he flew oflTlike a bird escaped from 
the falcon, or an eagle— on being renewed in 
strength, towards the sun. Though the Divine 
Being, in his own language — and to keep up 
the allusion with regard to prophetic tmies, 
^ created the smith that bloweth the coals in 
the ^re^ and that bringeth forth an instrument 
for his work ;" yet He did not create him to 
make idols, and much less to fall down before 
them. Crister felt, that though God had en- 
dowed him with amazing agility, yet it was not 
to be employed in that way — either for self- 
idolization, or for the boast of his friends ; and 
that his position and employment had been the 
occasion of sin, as it was now the cause of much 
mental distress. 
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CHAPTER IL 



— OppotiHon ai Home — AnApohgyfor his 
La/iff^m and Metaphors — Is partial to Life 
and Warmth in EelMm — Cautionary Be- 
maris on Revivals— Sis Love of Class-Meet- 
ing — Is innocently eccentric — Sis Method of 
overcoming Temptation--Huml>le a/nd familiar 
lAfe Qm^risons—Takes ly Surprise— His 
Conduct in Social MeeHngSy in Aid of his 
Leader— Instances of Qunckness and power 
ofEa^essiosu 

There was nothing remarkably prepossessing 
in Cristet^s genend appearance. He was about 
the middle size — rather slender— and had a lit- 
tle of the pitman's gait, which is not less visible 
to the eye of an observer than that of a tailor. 
His complexion was between the brown and, 
the pale, but with a few shades more of the 
latter than the former, and a sU^ht intermixture 
of the sallow. The face was mclined to the 
small and the round — ^rather a dispro^rtionate 
width across the cheek bones — partially nar- 
rowing above and below — ^but stiU not so much 
as to take away the general character of rotun^^ 
dity— with short, dark, sleek hair. The nose 
was a little aqueUne, the lips rather thin, and 
the mouth the ordinary ^ize. It was in the 
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eye— dark and sparkling, that the whole of the 
expression lay, and which showed not only the 
inner man, bat ahnost continually lit up the 
countenance with sunshine. It was not large ; 
and yet» when his voice conveyed to the ear 
the conceptions of the mind, and the impas- 
sioned emotions of the heart, it would seem to 
dilate, and now and then possessed a biilliancy 
and &8cination from which it was as impossible 
to turn away, as it was difficult steadfastly to 
behold ; differing as much from the calm, cold, 
and colourless eye, that seems to indicate little 
short of a delight in human misery, and pro- 
duces a sensation of fear, as the chiselled mar- 
ble differs from an object sparkling with all the 
vivacity of light. 

" Persons who can penetrate J)e;fond the sur- 
facCf will find, by discoursing with some men, 
the general truth of a sentiment penned by the 
writer of the Apocryphal book of Ecclesiasticus 
— *tbat ^ a man may be known by his look (or 
his eye), and one that hath understanding by 
his countenance.'' Not that we can read in 
such a tablet what a man shall henceforth be, 
but what he is at present ; and this may be 
allowed, without the charge of a too supersti- 
tious adherence to the art of the metoposcopist. 
Man has not unaptly been compared to ^'a 
harmonious organ/' and the more the simile is 
examined, the more will its truth appear. It 
if the heart that tunes and plays it — ^the toni^ue 
that giFes utterance in song — and every portion 



18 THE wall's end MIKBR. 

of ity however mintttey yields a distinct and ap- 
propriate sound, varying the effect agreeably 
to each varied affection. Nor can it be other- 
vvise ; for the separate parts are sustained by 
the spirits, and the spirits are the genuine issue 
of the heart. Hence, as the heart is affected 
with love, joy, sorrow, fear, hatred, it strikes a 
different key, and sends forth a different note. 
When the heart touches one chord, and the 
tongue makes melody to another, the speech 
and the countenance are at variance ; and the 
man who cannot perceive such a solecism, and 
observe the dissonance, may justly accuse his 
senses of weakness and imperfection. There is 
no occasion to close in with the absurd maxim 
—fit only for the blind, however highly season- 
ed it may be — ^^ That it is necessary to eat a 
bushel of salt with a man, before you can per- 
fectly understand him." Sincerity is readable 
any where ; and hypocrisy is soon detected. 
As to the immediate subject in hand, the sweet 
elow of religious feeling in the heart, gave a 
heavenly expression to nis countenance, and a 
melting tenderness to a naturally quick and 
penetrating eye— ^imparting a something to each 
distinct and undefinable, yet always pleasura- 
ble, like the bloom to the fruit and Uie scent to 
the flower. 

There is not unfrecjuently connected with 
men of uncultivated mmd and exuberant fancy, 
a degree of forwardness and pertness, highly 
'offensive to persons of taste and retired habits. 
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An active mmd is generally on the advancey 
and gives the meetmg to persons before they 
are quite prepared for its outpourings. But 
though Cnster was prompt, he was not obtru- 
sive ; though earnest, not bold or impudent ; 
though cheerful, not trifling ; — always ready, 
and yet never forward. There was amazing 
vivacity ; a &cility for catching hold of 
little incidents and passing events, and con- 
verting them to religious purposes, either for 
his own personal improvement in piety, or 
the advantage of those around him. He gave 
a person the notion of a swallow on the wing, 
—-darting through the air with ease and rapi£- 
ty, — and selecting its provision from among the 
insect tribes, without impeding its flight ; — ^in- 
sects in swarms, but often invisible to others 
than the bird itself. As he was not a regul- 
arly authorized public speaker, beyond relating 
his experience at a lovefeast and in his class, 
the fjEiculty of quickly la^g hold of ahy thing 
capable of afibrding nutriment either to the a& 
fections or the intelligence, was particularly 
perceptible in prayer. In this respect, some of 
his prayers, though exceedingly imperfect as 
tnoaelSj comprised the substance of powerfully- 
impressive and important lectures* He would 
sometimes web one thought round another— 
dexterously disentangle the whole — take them 
up separately — and then shoot away with them, 
like so many meteors, one after another, glaring 
through the midnight heavens ; and at other 
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times, more nearly assimilated to the lightning, 
he would have come flash after flash upon the 
spirit — sudden, and startling; and m both 
cases, accompanied with a power and novelty 
of expression, that left the mind in a state of 
pleasmg or painful suspense, according to the 
subject, and rarely without a fixity of purpose 
to improTC. Fully to enjoy him, however, it 
was necessary for a person to divest himself oc- 
casionally of those httle tastes he mkpht have 
acquired by reading and society : uese laid 
a£dae,--Cnster*s intellectual character was at 
once appreciated ; his prayers and his converse 
became a spiritual repast. He was rather of an 
uncultivated, than of a naturally course intel- 
lectual fibre, and would have admitted both of 
poMsh and expansion. 

As he had been in his imrenewed state, so he 
was found in a state of grace, — ^sparkling and 
active*— active as fire itself. It is a remark of 
Locke, that ^ the Divine Being never unmakes 
the man, in forming the Christian." Natural 
character remains uie same,— all the faculties 
as at the first. The supernatural light which 
is poured into the mind from above, never ex- 
tinguishes that which is natural ; it will aid, 
but not destroy it. Every peculiar tempera- 
ment, as well as mental faculty, is carried into 
religion. Here is one who is naturally gloomy ; 
— another with the gaiety and cheerfulness of 
the lark ; — a third, all meekness ; — ^and a fourth, 
like a piece of touchwood, — instantly in a blaze. 
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on the smallest provocation. The list might 
be enlarged ; but sufficient is advanced^ to en- 
able a person to cany out the subject to any 
given length. Since religion, therefore, does 
not destroy natural characcer, but improves and 
sanctifies it— K>ry in other words, turns the stream 
into another channel, or directs the flame to 
snother quarter ; hence it 1% that we have the 
same variety in the ehureh as in the world. 
Peter, who was naturally rash and precipitate, 
was still forward to every good word and work, 
on his conversion to Ood. Saul, who was a 
fiery bigot, became the zealous ajpostle — ^burn- 
ing with ardour in the cause agamst which he 
hi^ breathed out threatenings and slaughter. 
John, who possessed great tenderness of spirit 
could scarcely either speak or write on any 
other subject, besides that of the love of God 
to man. If a steady eye be not fixed on natu- 
ral character, there will not only be no correct 
portrait of the man, but the whole narrative will 
associate with those biographies, which stand 
in certain publications, like so many tombstones 
in a countiy church-yard, distinguished chiefly 
by the namCy and with little more information 
to the public, than that the subjects buried be- 
neath a few common-place remarks— ft'i^ and 
died4 But in cases where the power of delin- 
eation is possessed, while there is just cause of 
complaint on the one hand, of a cautious re- 
serve, which prevents the whole man from com- 
ing into view, there is equal danger of excess. 
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on tlie other ; for artifice is confessed to'^hftve 
become such an embellisher of God's handy- 
work, that a person dare scarcely be what na- 
ture made him, through fear of being account- 
ed a hisus naturae. William Crister was a man 
and a Christian ; and like all other trees of the 
Lord's planting, he bore two kinds of fruit — 
human and divine. 

The fruit, however, which he at first yielded, 
though often human, and characterized by in- 
firmity, was not bad. He had but little encour- 
agement under the domestic roof for some time, 
to produce, what is denominated in Scripture, 
** good fruit." Religion appeared therSy like a 
plant in the midst of tlie snows of Lapland — 
every thing calculated to keep it back, rather 
than a hot-house, or a genial clime and soil, 
gentle showers, and a warm sun, to hasten its 
growth and its produce. But he surmounted 
all. " My wife and I," he was wont to say, 
** were like two persons in a boat, when I first 
became serious, — the one pulling in one direc- 
tion, and the other in another : but on both 
becoming converted, we soon began to pull the 
same way — and then all went on pleasantly." 

Some of his similes might seem to demand 
an apology, because of their familiarity and ap- 
proach to low life. But there was a keeping in 
this. Like the prophet Amos, who chose to, 
speak of his own art — ^having been " amon^ the 
herdsmen of Tekoa," and to select comparisons 
from rural life, he drew upon the circumstances 
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in trhich .he wai^ placed, and the society in 
which he was brought up» for purposes of illus- 
tration ; nor could those who mignt be dispos- 
ed to censure him for a want of taste in his se- 
lections, adopt a style more suitable, were they 
to descant on the same subjects, to the same 
persons, and in similar circumstances. But 
whatever might be said of his taste or of his 
fancy, his judgment was generally found cor- 
rect. It has been stated with truth, in reference 
to the sacred writers, that the same heavenly 
spirit which inspired Isaiah and Daniel in the 

Ealace, inspired David and Amos in their shep- 
erd's tents : always choosing suitable inter- 
preters of His will ; and sometimes perfecting 
praise out of the mouths of babes : at one time 
using the eloquence of some ; at another, mak- 
ing others eloquent, to subserve His great pur- 
Syses. And thus, it may be added, the Divine 
eing still employs the poor rustic, as well as 
the man of refined taste and superior attain- 
ments, each in his own way, and working with 
his own tools — ^tools fitted to the hand, and 
commensurate with the mental energies by 
which they are directed. *' You must all blend, . 
said Crister, to one of his daughters, when he 
visited the family ; " Yes, you must live and 
love like Christians, — ^blend like eggs in a pud- 
ding ; for though distinct from each other, be- 
fore they are put into the bason, yet when beat 
up by the hand, they all mix and flow together, 
and. become one — a complete round whole, and 
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fit for use." This is sometliiDg like the meta- 
phorical language of the author of Cardiphoiiia, 
or the Utterance of the Heart," who remarked, 
that he always wished his Calvinism to resem- 
ble a piece of sugar in a cup of tea— ^^ft every 
where, but seen no where. The simile employ- 
ed by the honest collier to his daughter, was 
recoUected after he was gone ; whereas, if he 
had employed — supposing him capable of it, a 
classical allusion, or more exalted imagery, it 
would all have been lost upon her. What he 
said was left behind, and would be present with 
her, both in hei^ preparations and at her daily 
repast. Exhortations to peace and unity were 
common with him ; he hated domestic broils 
and ecclesiastical divisions, and was never 
know to mix himself up with them. His occu- 
pation furnished him with reasons against this ; 
for ^ aa eoals are to burning coals, and wood to 
fire ; so is a contentious man to kindle strife." 
Not being the subjects of petty jealousies and 
heart-burnings himseli^ he fenced others from 
them by his advice and exhortations. *' Jeal- 
ousy" was to him, as to the wise man, — ^ cruel 
as the mve : the coals thereof coals of fire^ 
which hath a most vehement flame." 

Looking at his language, abstracted from his 
similes, though in the rudest state, and with 
all the peculiarities of the Northumbrian dialect, 
which, in many instances, would be as difficult 
to spell, as it would be for a person in the south 
to pronounce, yet there was a great force in it* 
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The observations of Landor, in his ^ Examina- 
tion" of one of the fiist geniuses of his affe, will 
apply here. " How many of our words, says 
he, ^ have more in them than we think of ! 
Give a comitxyman a plough of silver, and ho 
will plough with it all the season, and never 
know its substance. 'Tis thus with our daily 
speech. What riches lie hidden in the vulgar 
tongue of the poorest and the most ignorant ? 
What flowers of Paradise lie under our feet, 
with their beauties and parts undistinguished 
and undiscemed, from having been daily trod- 
den on !" 

When the subject of these pages took his 
accustomed ^ walk about Zion,^ whose ^ walls 
are continually before" the Lord, he was sure 
to linger the longest on that spot, and to fre- 
quent it the most, which showed the brightest 
gilding, and glowed with the warmest beams 
of ^ the Sun of Righteousness." He had a keen 
perception of the good and the lively, and a 
strong relish for the more animated exercises of 
public worship. If an official person appeared 
to have but little of the life of God in his devo- 
tions, he was certain to have Cristei^s prayer of 
** clap fire to him, Lord," sent to Heaven on his 
behalf. The honest collier knew, as well as 
those who were employed with him, that coal-^ 
whether embedded in the mine, or exposed in 
open day, could only be known in its real value 
by the application of fire. In this, in his es- 
teem, consisted its real use to society. The 
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Christian pulpit . to him) resembled only the 
grate in the liousc of the Lord, and the preacher 
— untouched by Heaven> the coal; — ^^1 dead, 
and dull, and sombre, without the fire of God, 
like the promethean heat, to animate his dis- 
courses. A man, doling and drawling out eter- 
nal truth, by parsimonious sparks or shreds, and 
"with all the chilling frigidity of a hard \?inter's 
frost — truth, vrhich ought to be steeped in all 
the sublimities of Heaven, uttered with the 
warmth of a seraph, and driven home — abso- 
lutely wedged into the human soul, with all the 
weight which the unseen realities of an. invisible 
world can give to it, — a man, thus dealing with 
truth, may assume the appearance of a coai^ but 
not a **coal of fire;** and would — to such a 
person as Crister, be nearly as useful in the 
" horrible pit," as when only apparentlgf 
"brought to bank." There mxty be vehemence, 
it is true, — mere animal fire, — mu<;h that may 
be traced up to the temperament, and peculiar 
. constitution of both body and mind ; and per- 
sons will be found occasionally to explode re- 
vivals, and to employ these terms, not only for 
the purpose of imdervaluing the zealous exer- 
tions of their fellow-christians, whose labours 
operate like a standing rebuke to their own, 
but as an indirect apology for their indifference : 
but still, though there may hefaUefirCy — all is 
not counterfeit ; there yet exists the blessed 
reality ; a copy always implies an original. 
Tliou^h " Nadab and Abihu" offer " strange 
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fire before the Lord," yet tYieir father Aaroo 
has the real thing ; of whom it is said, **. be 
shall take a censor full of burning coals of fire 
from off the altar before the Lord — and he sliaU 
put the incense upon the fire — that the cloud 
of the incense may cover the mercy seat that 
is upon the testimony." And mistaken as ttie 
one may be for the other, in some particular 
cases, there can be no mistake with regard to 
the cold and the dead. No dispute can arise 
here ; the case is decided, there are no sians — 
no ^ects — jonfeel nothing ; and though you 
^€ar the voice, it is from the tonib. And are 
the lifeless to set themselves up as judges of 
the hfe of others 1 Will the public allow a blind 
man to decide upon colours, or a person, deaf 
from his birth, to pass judgment upon sounds 1 
Such persons may deceive themselves, but they 
eainnot deceive others. 

Crister would have smiled at a corpulent 
man, though he knew nothing of either his eat- 
ing or drinking to excess, delivering a lecture 
on abstinance. He would have been grieved 
with a man, had he heard him talking about 
bein^ zealously affected in a good cause, while 
he himself remained a jpiece of personified frost- 
work, with his hands m his pockets, and with- 
out " a turned hair," or a movement extraor- 
dinary. Uncultivated as he was, he knew from 
his Bible, that, on one of the Seraphim touching 
the lips of the evangelical prophet with a live 
coal &om off the altar, he both rolled with the 
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* tlMUidet and flashed with the lightning. The 
l^cer not only became a flame of fire himself^ 
bot was the noBoond inatroment of animating 
otberSy who, on the sunnj side of Zion, were 
enabled, in more modem hmguage^ to exclaim 
— ** It is good to be here." The Psalmist could 
say, ** M^ heart was hot within me ; while I 
was musmg the fire burned : then spake I with 
mj tongue." And the disciples could interro- 
gate each other; ^Did not our heart bum 
within US) while he talked with us by the way, 
and while he opened to us the Scriptures V* 
But the royal bard would be much more ani- 
mated with the fire, than without it ; and a 
minister will never utter ** words that bum*'— 
will never set the heart of another on fire, with 
all his attempts to cpen the Scriptures, unless 
the fire be first kindledi in himself. Without 
this, a person may as well attempt to light a 
fire with a piece of cold, polished, unsmitten 
steel : and where fire exists, and is kept up, it 
will soon render itself visible by its efiects. 
Without the fire of heaven, a preacher is like 
an icicle suspended from the eave of a house 
in a hard frost — clear, but long, and cold. It 
is an article in the poetic creed of Horace^ that 
he who would draw tears from oUiers, must 
first show his own ; and certainly, he that 
would inflame others, must be in eamest him- 
self. It would have been as serious a matter 
for Crister, in a religious sense, as for the ^star- 
gazers" in the days of Isaiah, lif there had not 



been ^ a coal to wann at, or a fire to sit before." 
Christian ministers, in the view of such a man, 
would be beheld like ^ the man clothed with 
linen," in the Tision of Ezekiel, and would be 
accosted with, ^go in between the wheels, even 
under the cherub, and fill thine hand with coals 
of fire fiom between the cherubhn, and scatter 
them over the city." 

He knew the ddfierence, however, between a 
gentle, warm glow, and a crackling blaze— be- 
tween the bri^t fiame and the fire enveloped 
in nothing but smoke. It did not follow, in his 
estimation, that a minister was without the 
genuine warmth of devotional feeling, because 
he was without noise and vehemence. He was 
occasionally presented with examples in men, 
who, like stoves, without a single spark of fire 
apparent to the eye, difiused by their gentle, 
insmuating manner, a kindly religious warmth 
throughout every ptart of the spintual temple ; 
leaving a more lasting impression on the heart 
than the noisy declaimer, who, like a furnace, 
will sometimes bum and blacken without pen- 
etrating the centre — ^merely giving an outside 
scorchmg. — Natural character wiS have its in- 
fluence on the Christian ministry, as well as on 
private life, and in order to a £iir and equitable 
adjustment of praise or blame, an allowance 
must be made m both cases. A man may be 
calm, andyet not cold, — vehement, and yet not 
warm. The vehemence of some men is like an 
east wind — ^shrivelling and absorbing all the 
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affects them^ arrests and fixes the attention, and 
then sacred Truths have, as we phrase it, /air 
pla^ in their minds. However, a great deal 
depends upon the l^rU and mode of conduct 
of those who are made the instruments of this 
work : ^ /So we preached, and 90 ye believed' 
has a vast latitude of meaning^. We have had 
hundreds converted here, and yet we have had 
very little extravagance of any kind. This, we 
consider, as a peculiar mercy of Ood ; for, if it 
had been otherwise, we should in all probabili- 
ty have had bad work with Sailors, &c. One 
word more 1 will add, — I never knew any of 
these naiseSf however absurd, but God took ad- 
vantage of it to do some good : therefore, I 
would not despise any of them/* On this sub- 

C% it is unneccessary to enlarge, as the writer 
already deliveied his sentiments upon it at 
the close of his memoir of the " Village Black- 
smith," to which the reader is respectfully re- 
ferred. 

Deceived as Crister might be in some in- 
stances, with external signs, yet he often mani- 
fested great shrewdness, and combatted with 
eonsiderable adroitness the objections urged by 
the more sober part of the community to which 
he belonged. " An empty waggon,*' said a 
friend to nim one day, ^' makestlie most noise" 
*• Aye" he returned, ** but you know ayi«//one 
is not silent. It too, makes a noise, — but then 
it is more solid, and more weighty ; and you 
know by the sound also, that it is/iillJ* 
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If there was one religious ordinance moze 
than another, of prudential establishment, in 
which he felt himself at home, it was that of 
Class-Meeting; and there it was — united of 
course to a fine devotional spirit, that he dis- 
played most of native character. That such 
means should have been esteemed and enjoyed 
by him, is only what ought to be expected, from 
the circumstance of both his conviction and con- 
version having commenced and been completed 
there. He generally opened his addresses, with, 
" 1 was just thinking, friends," and then would 
li.'ive followed whatever might have occupied 
the mind. 

Sittmg in his accustomed place, the mercies 
of the previous week would first awaken his 
attention. " Praised be the Lord," he has been 
heard to say, '* Ihave got through another week, 
unhurt in body, soul, and mind ; I never had a 
bone broken in my life." 

When reflecting on the state of those who 
hud met with hun in church-fellowship, but had 
been removed from earth by a sudden stroke^ 
or by Imgering iUness, he would observe, like 
a prophet in vision, « I think I see them stretch- 
ing out their necks, and lookmg over the battle- 
ments of Heaven, to see whether or not we are 
coming — whether we have not lost our way. 
Bless the Lord, we are on the road." In the 
course of the same meeting, and in allusion to 
the same subject, but without any pre&tory 
remarks, he would abruptly observe, ** W** 
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eluyiild always be ready when the knock comes 
to the door. On one occasion, after a breath- 
less pause, subsequent to the last expression, 
he applied his knuckles to the boards, startlini^ 
those who sat next him, rapidly and energeti- 
cally enquirinfir, ** Are you ready V* replyiney 
** Yes ;" next adding, " Come away then. To 
persons who knew him not, as well as those 
who were acquainted with his capabilities, there 
would appear something like trick in the action : 
but the mind was so completely absorbed with 
devotional subjects, that he was less like a con- 
scious bein^ at such periods than at others; and 
seemed as likely, in such a state, to be roused 
from his rereries by the sound of his own hand, 
as to awaken the attention of those around him. 
Any thinff like manoeuvre in the concerns of 
the soul, IB to be reprehended ; because it not 
only argues a want of sincerity on the part of 
the agent, but is beneath the dignity of a God 
of infinite perfection to sanction. There is, 
however, such a feeling conveyed to the heart, 
as well as such an indescribable something in 
the manner, subsisting always between that 
which is genuine and that which is fictitious, 
that experience alone steps forward in all such 
cases and records its decision. 

We are still not to judge altogether of the 
characteristic peculiarities of an action; for 
0ome of the more eccentric in the sacred vmt- 
ings, have not only been sanctioned by the Di"> 
▼ine Being after their performance^ but have 



34 THB wall's BND MINEft. 

OTi^ated in His appointmeDt. Such a man hm 
Cnster would have mlfiUed to the letter, every 
prophetic action and evolution ; he would have 
^ smitten the ground*' with Joash, and would 
have aided the monarch, like Elisha, in direct- 
ing the flifi'ht of " the arrow f* — with Jeremiah, 
he would have placed the ** linen girdle on his 
loins,'*— hid it in ^ the hole of a rock hj the 
Euphrates"— improved upon the mechanism of 
of the « potter^' and his « clay"—* hroken the 
bottle before the ancients of the peop]e""-*put 
** bonds and vokes" upon his '* neck"— and 
would have ^broken the yoke" like Hananiah, 
after it had been taken off the prophet ;— or 
with Agabus, would have stripjped Paul c^ his 
** girdl^ and ** bound himself with it" — ^*^ hands 
and feet," as a sien of what the Apostle had to 
expect at Jerusalem. Eccentric and sudden 
as were many of Crister^s movements, they were 
all natural; they never offended; they fit him 
with the exactness of his clothes ; and like his 
coat, if seen on the person of another, would 
have been recognised by the public, lliey were 
Rirely premeditated, and were generally the off- 
spring of genuine feeling ; and though repeated 
occasionally, with intervals between, the repe- 
tition was only when the same feeling was in 
full operation. 

The language of humble and familiar life was 
often used wim peculiar effect by him, while 
thus encircled by his fellow-christians, and may 
be considered as confirmatory of the remark of 
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Landor just employed* He observed^ on the 
8ab|ect of temptation, ** I always get quit of the 
deTil by taking him he&ae his beSeri* Then, 
tumingtohis class-mates, he added, ^Keep 
Bone dl the devil's secrets^ otherwise he will b^ 
sue to keep vou. When the arch-enemy slips 
unnoticed oehind your back, and you find hmi 
whispering over your shoulder, take his sugges- 
tions directly to the Lord. Do this, and you 
will soon End, on looking round, that he is off 
to somebody else. He will not stop there to 
be exposed. Thii is the way I do ; and many 
a tue (conflict) I have with him down the pit. 
But when he comes, I get me down behind the 
hratHshr^hegin to pray — and away he goes.'* 
If in this case the enemy were not shun, as Ben- 
aiah ^ slew two lion-like men, and ako a lion 
in the midst of a pit in time of snow," he was 
at least foiled in the fight : and often was the 
pit converted into an arena by him, as well as 
into a place of worship, a hundred and forty 
fathoms beneath the termination of the old Ro- 
man Wall, where Severus had displayed his 
idolatrous rites, and near which Roman altars 
bad been erected, as well as Roman conflicts 
maintained. 

Having received a special baptism of the 
Spirit, he remarked with peculiar feeling on one 
occasion, ^ I have been at the TeeinHn to-day ;" 
—-in allusion to the waggon, loaded at the pit, 
and reaching the end of the rail-way, at which 
point a bolt is knocked out, when the bottom 
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of the waggon— -hinged on the opposite side, 
gives way, and the coals instantly rush down 
ttte spout, where the vessel — laved by the Tyne^ 
and about to transport them to the metropolitan 
mart, is ready to receive them. To others thaa 
persons acquainted with the localities and pro* 
vincialism of the neighbourhood, such language 
would have been incomprehensible ; but he 
was surrounded b^ those who could instantly 
interpret it into his having been at the throne 
of grace, and there received a kind of wholesale 
blessing. 

In an equally elevated mood, after having 
led the class at Prudhoe once, he observed to a 
friend, ** We had a glorious season ;" Uien, 
with a view to impress the occasion more deep- 
ly upon the mind, and make it live in the re- 
collection of another, as it did in his own, he 
added, ^ Why, the steam was so high, that it 
really seemed as thoupfh the cylinder top would 
have flown off;" closing with one of his wit- 
ticisms — ^ it was like first love, enough to warm 
the buttons of the coat." 

Speaking to some friends at West Moor, on 
the subject of relinous beginnings, he remark- 
ed, ** When the Sat^ Lamp first came up, we 
looked at the bit thin ffaute (wire work) around 
the flame, and thought that such a things— so 
slis^htly constructed, could never be the means 
of protecting us fix>m danger. What, a bit 
thing like ihht ! a bit ^tmee I But, by and bye, 
when we made the trial — saw the flame begin- 
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img to lift — and then burn steadily, we got 
more confidence. In the coarse of time, our 
confidence y^OB perfect. So it is with religion. 
Some persons are timid at first ; they are not 
certain whether it will quite answer their puiy 
pose and their interests. But confidence gains 
ground; they find religion profitable for all 
things ; they can go with it mto the darkest 
nook — stand in the midst of dangers and death 
— or walk in safety. They reach, at length, 
thefidl assurance of faith. 

At a time when the work of God was rather 
low at Carville, and in the neighbourhood, be 
not onl^r lived in hope of seeing greater pros- 
perity himself, but was the instrument of en- 
couraging the faith and prospects of otheis. 
** The work is the Lord's," »aid he ; <* He waits 
to be gracious. We have been blessed in times 
past ; and He has reviyed His work in other 
places. What cannot the Lord do ? Think of 
the revival there was the other day, when no 
less than three thousand persons were brought 
in at one time ! Let us pray on — believe ' on — 
and we shall be catching the skirt of a shower." 
One of the members, deUghted to hear the tid- 
ings of a revival, asked him, on leaving tho 
class, ^ What is the name of the place at which 
the work has broken out, of which you were 
gpeaking ?' " Why," he enquued, " do you not 
know r surprised that the number did not lead 
to the association of place. With equal sim- 
plicity, the peieon replied ** This is the first time 
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I have heard of it." Cnster quickly asked,. 
^ Did yon neTer hear of the da^ of Penteeoa ?** 
The person bemg somewhat disappointed, and 
desiroos of apologising for the duhiess mani- 
fested, returned, ** You said * the other da^J " 
Crister, who had heen dwelling on the suhject, 
and had associated a modem revival with it, 
attended with its prayer^meetings, and its pen- 
itents cryin? out for mercy, and who seemed to 
be in the midst of it, in his imaginings, replied 
-~^^ It is no more ; time is nothme when com- 
pared with eternity ; it is but just like the other 
day/' And as a rebuke for ihe apparent want 
of interest in things comparatively remote, as 
well as for apparently cherished unbelief he 
subjoined, ** We should always bring those 
things near y they should be jE»reMf}# with us to 
encourage us. What God did on the day of 
Pentecost, he can do now* There may be a 
revival at Carville as well as at Jerusalem. God 
is the same— the work is the same— and their 
is the same need and encouragement now as 
then.'* 

When his leader found it necessary to speak 
closely to the members on particular subjects, 
Crister would have sat like a person watching 
another in progress with a work of importance ; 
and as the lights in which he viewed different 
subjects varied often from those of otheis, he 
would have struck in with an occasional sen- 
tence, like a response,8aying, ** That is all right ;'* 
instantly subjoining, with his eye directed to- 
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wards the pefson addzessed, ** but mind jooy 
Tom^" or ^'mindyooy Billy there is another 
thing, which he has forgotten." Then, like a 
last stroke, to rivet all that had preceded, he 
would dash into the cooscienoe or the under- 
standing some fine, bold, close, searching re- 
mark, or would empk>7 some appropriately 
striking illustiation, which had been awakened 
in the mind by the observations of the leader, 
and which might have slumbered there but for 
such observations. Indecorous and annoying 
as this would be, if generally adopted, it was 
not only tolerated here, but next to courted for 
the value of what was educed. 

For a leader to have such a man in his class, 
was no ordinary blessing : and more especially 
-—as in the present case, when the leader knew 
the man, could bear with what might prove an 
occasional annoyance to others, and could turn 
all his best qualities to a good account in the 
work of God. Crister was one of the number 
of whom Mrs. Gibson speaks, in the ^ Memoirs" 
published of her by the Rev. F. A. West — 
** Memoirs" partaking of the calm sun-shine of 
spirit peculiar both to the biographer and the 
snbject : ** I have just returned finim Carville«" 
she observes, ^ wmther I went yesterday^ and 
was much edified by attending Mr. Beay's 
class, which indeed was one object of my visit. 
Often while hearing these sim]^le-hearted peo- 
pie declare their Christian experience, I exclaim- 
ed within myseli^ ^ What hath God wrought !' 
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< Of stones be bath raised up children to Abra- 
ham :' Men, who without religion, never would 
have had two ideas, declaring their experience 
with a precision and propriety worthy of di- 
vines ; and with the energy, the zeal, and the 
simplicity of the primitive Christians. What 
an ennobling principal religion is \ an agency 
on the mind and soul of man, really performing 
what alchemists sought in vain to do in metals 
— changing all into gold !" 

In his more felicitous moments, he would slip 
in a hasty remark, as a person proceeded with 
his experience, and before it was deemed proper 
for the leader to offer advice. *^ I have been 
living next door to glory for some time past," 
said a person, interrogated on his state of mind. 
Crister started on his feet on the fall of the sen- 
tence, as though bounding at the instance of an 
invisible power, exclaiming, with the ardour of 
a seraph, ** Never leave it, tiien, till you shift/' 
telline him, in effect, to remain there till death ; 
for if he were so near, as to be living next door 
to it, he was not only as close to it as he could 
well be in this world, but the remove would be 
exceedingly short, when summoned hence. On 
his own state he would say, '^ I wish to go full 
sail to glory." 

Under a fine glow of feeling, the people were 
sometimes relieved also by a brief sentence sent 
across the room by him, from the comer where 
he sat : '* How do you feel there, friends ? O, 
there is a heavenly breeze here I It is just waft- 
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ias pasty ttnd refreslmig the sonl." To peraoDSy 
strangers to experimental religion, such lan- 
guage — ^had they been introduced into the room 
on uie occasion, would have been deemed en- 
thusiastic. But Grister was in accordance with 
Scripture in his phraseology : ** The wind blow- 
eth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
thereof but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth ; so is every one that is 
bom of the Spirit." Even a teacher in Israel, 
like Nicodemus, asking, ^How can these thine;s 
be 1" could not altar the subject ; nor would 
he, on such an enquiry, command our respect. 
In prayer, as in speaking, it was the same. 
A person who was praying that the Lord would 
^ bless the ministry of the word, and make it 
like a nail fiustened in a sure place," was in- 
atantly responded to—-'* Aye, Lord, and click 
(clench) it on the other side ;*' Crister^s addi- 
tional ardour making it doubly sure, by pre- 
venting it from startmg. With great force of 
expression, and fervour of feeling, he threw 
into his own prayer, on one occasion, the fol- 
lowing petition : '* Grant that the key-stone 
of the arch, which supports the fabric of hell 
upon earth, may &11 out, and that the whole 
building may come down at once, and sink into 
flaming ruin T* a sentiment in perfect keeping 
with the purpose of the Son of God, who " was 
manifested, that he might destroy the works of 
ihe devil;" the expressive word, in the or- 
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iginaly agreeably to critics^ leading us to look 
upon sin and misery as a fabricy of which the 
devil is the great archUecty and which Christ 
has come to overthrow and demolish. 



i3 



CHAPTER III. 

Visits the Chamber of the Siek — Faith — In- 
etances of Success %n visiting the Sick — His 
peculiar Mode of pleading the Promises — 
Brings aMarider to Class — Individuali^ in 
Prefer — Too Personal— Respect for Chris- 
tian Ministers-'FauU^finders'-The HwMed 
Penitent — Freedoms of Expression at the 
Throne of Grace — His Mawner of beginning 
the Sabbath — Love of the Scriptures. 

Being distinguished for his piety and power in 
prayer, he was occasionally sent for to Tisit 
other abodes than the cottages of the poor. A 
gentleman, exquisitely sensitive, with an intel- 
ket of no common order, and of considerable 
literary attainments — who, in &ct, seemed to 
be all over spirit, sent for Crister to pray with 
him in the midst of his despondencies. On his 
being introduced into the room where the in- 
valia lay stretched upon his couch, persuadin&r 
himself that he had become a ^ cast-a-way, 
he took his seat, apparently surprised with the 
splendour and richness of the furniture and the 
drapery, occasionally shooting one of his quiet, 
yet quick glances, at the pictures and more or- 
namental partd of the gilding and workmanship. 
A degree of restlessness prevaded his visual 
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organs, till the excellent man, who required his 
aid, rivetted his attention by his sighs and fore- 
boding, stating, that he had no futh, wanted 
the witness of the SpiHt, was solicitous only of 
the favour of God, but had no hope of ever be- 
ing saved. Crister sat greedily devouring eveiy 
word, with his eyes of fire fixed upon him ; and 
yet, in their fiery brilliancy, there was a sweet 
glow of tenderness, while his remarks, in the 
broad Northumbrian dialect, were equally kind, 
though blunt, quick — ^and pertinent, as replies. 
Having heard uie case, he knelt down, and in 
a kind of half prayer and half exhortation, made 
his appeals both to the patient and to the throne 
of grace, telling the Lord, ^ that he believed, 
that all that was the matter with the subject of 
prayer was, he would not give Him credit for 
speaking the truth." Taking hold of this, he 
immediately bore away in a strain of impassion- 
ed feeling, thanking God for a divine revelation, 
expressing his own confidence in its truth, re- 
joicing in the consolations he derived from it,— 
his thoughts almost constantly revolving round 
the promises of the gospel, and the veramty of 
the giver. After praying some time with flu- 
ency and fervency, he abruptly concluded, and 
while yet upon his knees, and strong in &ith, 
be enquired — expecting nothing short of bright- 
ening prospects, " How do you feel ?" repeat- 
ing with the same breath, ^ Lay hold of God ; 
rely on His truth — for He has no pleasure in the 
death of a sinner." Alas ! shut up iu unbeli^ 
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I he was only responded to by the sighs of the 
i priflonery who could believe for any one except 
nimself. Still kneeling by the bedside, and 
jSnding the gloom impenetrated by a single 
lay of hope, he again broke away in prayer, 
and turning upon the love, as he had dwelt upon 
the truth of Ood, his whole soul seemed warm- 
ed, melted, filled, and overpowered with its in* 
fluence ; occasioning ^ a joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory ;" which joy, by the way, was not 
an impromptu^ experienced only on stirring or 
public occasions, but a habitual feeling. On a 
second abrupt termination of his devout aspira- 
tions to Gk)d, and still in a kneeling position, — 
conveying the impression of a strong straight- 
forward current, either taking anodier direc- 
tion, or suddenly arrested in its progress by an 
embankment, with its spray dashing over the 
top— he dropped his up-turned countenance, 
and bent it towards the object of his compas- 
sion, beaming with tender and joyous expres- 
sion, accompanied with an inquisitive earnest- 
ness, a^ain enquiring— '^ How do you feel now? 
-—Is faith in exercise V* Despair, alas, was still 
in its stronghold ; the heart was bolted and 
barred against all approach with the ** precious 
promises ;" and every avenue leading to its 
door, was vigilantly guarded by the sophisms 
of learning and unbelief, with a mind naturally 
predisposed to turn to the dark side of the 
** pillar," which was to him, as to the Egypti- 
stns, ^* a cloud and darkness ;" God, as he sup- 
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posed, with regard to him^ielf, having ** made 
darkness his secret place ; his pavilion round 
about him dark waters, and thick clouds of the 
skies." The impression of reprdfoHon was 
deep, and alone indulged. Without having 
once risen to relieve himself by changing his 
position, Crister as if touched with another live 
coal from off the altar, bore away once more in 
prayer. He caught the term " reprobate^^ and 
told the Lord in his simplicity, that if accept- 
ance wdre grounded on character, he was sure 
he had been a greater ^ rip" than the person 
for whom he was intercedmg, and that if He 
had been disposed to **pas8 h^* any one, it 
would have been himself ; dwelling utrgely at 
the same time on a toant of merU in the oreatiure 
»--tfae atoning sacr^ice of C%mf— and the &ct 
of Ood being no *^ respecter of persons,** High 
as ia was before, he was still more fervetnt and 
more elevated in this last appeal. — Dropping 
as suddenly again as at first, and having felt as 
though it were impossible for any one to remain 
unmoved in the midst of so much of the power 
and presence of God, he proceeded with his 
usual inteRQ^tories, to which he received the 
usual replies. Starting from his knees, big with 
disappointment, and as if impatient wiUi the 
perseverance and obstinancy of unbelief, he 

said, ^ I tell you what, Mr. j it appears to 

me as though nothing would satisfy you short 
of God Almighty coming down to bed to you, 
tp i^>eak to you with an audible voice : and 
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tliat be will never do. You may look Ibr this 
to the day of your deaths and dK^ into hell at 
last. Yoawillbesora tobedisappomted. And 
why not ? Qad has ^ven yoa Hia word, and 
He will give you no new levelation. Make use 
of what you nave. He tells you there that He 
has no pieasuie in the death of a s]nne^— that 
Christ tasted death for every SHui-Hind that he 
that believeth shall be saved. If you will not 
give Him credit for speaking the truth, take the 
consequence^ fbr ^ he that believeth not shall be 
damned.' " So saying, he closed, like a medi- 
cal attendant^ with ^ I can do no more for you," 
and departed. The former part of the addr^ 
shocked the delicate mind of the desponding 
suppliant, Irom the fiuniliarity of the expreissioa 
employed, and startled him like the distant 
sound of blasphemy ; and vet, to the sound- 
ness of the theology, he could offer no objection. 
His unbelief was posed at eveiy point ; gladly 
would he have abiondoned it ; but he was left 
as he was found ; a case that goes to support 
the truth of the position, — ^that we may beheve 
if we will, though not when we wilL This se- 
eures the glory of Gk)d, whose gift fakh is, and 
who blesses every man with a dt^ ofmeiMHcn : 
and at the same time affi^rds no encouragement 
to the persevering sinner, who, having turned 
a deaf ear to the votee of mercy, may be led to 
indulge a hope that heaven wul be at his beck, 
when ^e world recedes from his view, and its 
pleasures can no longtt be retained. As to the 



48 TBS wall's end miner. 

penon in question, Crister had to cope in him 
with a constitutional melancholy ; an affliction 
of which he bad as slender an experimental 
knowledge as most men, and was as little ac- 
quainted with its remedy. 

This same person called upon him afterwanlsy 
and conversed with him a considerable length 
of time. Faith being the chief topic of conver- 
sation, he observed to Crister, ** there is but one 
faith, of saving efficacy ; but there are different 
degrees of it : there is faith — liuU faith — and 
mtgktif faithP ** Aye," returned the animated 
collier, ^ the last is it ; keep at that ; I alwajrs 
like to be at the top." Speaking of the con- 
versation afterward, which also became the sub- 
ject of prayer, he said, — ** Why, that man is 
sure to get saved ; he can talk about nothing 
else, but about Christ and faith. Do you think 
that God will send such a man as that to the 
devil ? No, no." Then, with a fine burst of 
feeling, and as though God were as ready to 
admit, as faith and charity are ready to per- 
form, works of supererogation, he subjoined, 
'^ Bless him, if he cannot believe, I'll believe 
for him ;" thus denoting his confidence in the 
present and final salvation of the subject. 

He was, in the fullest sense of the word, an 
excellent '^ Siok Man's Companion," and though 
not altogether free from errata in expression, 
yet he was *' sound in the &ith>" and would 
mvariably guide the subject directly to the 
cross — ^an object perceived at every point of 
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•tlie road over which he travelled. Beinfj; in 
-company with some of his friends, who had atr 
tended a religious meetmg at Newcastle, one 
of them, on returning home, requested Crister 
to call with him upon an aged relation at the 
Ouse Bum, who was much afflicted, and who— 
though partially roused to a sense of his moral 
wretchedness, was nevertheless sunk in a state 
of the grossest ignorance on the suhject of ex- 
perimental religion. After some conversation, 
prayer was proposed, in which two or three en- 
gaged. Crister then said, " Stop a little, friends, 
and let the old man pray for himself;" and 
looking at him, accosted him with tenderness, 
" You must now pray for yourself." He re- 
turned faulteringly, " I cannot pray ;" adding, 
** how can I pray, when I never learned to do 
it?" "But you fmut pray," replied Crister. 
** My dear man," rejoined the sufferer, ** I tell 
you I cannot; I never prayed in my life.'* 
** I'll teach you," said Crister ; *< say after me.'* 
He then, with the ability of an actor of the first 
order — but deeply serious, threw himself in his 
Umguobge^ sentimentSyfeelinffSy and in the faul- 
terin?, feeble intonations of his voice, into the 
position of an oldy afflicted, ill-instructed peni- 
tent, groping his way to the light, and desirous 
of happiness. The patriarch in years followed 
him like a child repeating its lesson — word for 
word — ^increasing, as far as strength would al- 
low, in earnestness of manner, and elevation of 
▼oice, till considerable feeling was excited ; 
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and God, whose spirit produced that feeling,— 
thus honouring the simple means, and ever de- 
lighting in prayer, poured a flood of light into 
the mind, when the old man broke away like a 
child from its nurse, just beginning to feel its 
feet, exclaiming, ** Glory, glory be to God ; I 
can pray myseu now ;" and so continued some 
time in the work of praise and prayer, unaided 
by those around, to the agreeable surprise of all 

E resent. Crister had no more doub^ that the 
dvine Being could work in this way, than he 
could doubt that light was brought out of dark- 
ness at the creation, when the words were ut- 
tered, ** Let there be light ;" than that Christ 
^ opened the understanding" of the disciples 
after his resurrection from uie dead ; or than 
that Saul was instantaneously enlightened on 
his route to Damascus ; nor was he less certain 
that God tDould do it, provided &ith were put 
into exercise, agreeably to that declaration, 
"According to your mith be it unto you.'* 
Believe for little, and little will be the r^ult ; 
believe for much, and great things will follow. 
This was the Scriptural principle upon which 
Crister proceeded ; and hence, as in a preced- 
ing case, he was tiie advocate of mighty faith. 

On callin? also on one of his daufi^htera at 
Newcastle, he was informed by her of the case 
of a young man, who resided next door, of a. 
consumptive habit, and apparently near death. 
He expressed a wish to visit him, but was dis- 
suaded from it by his informant, who told him. 
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tJ»t tlie peiBon in question had a strong feeling 
uf objection to have any religious characters 
near him, or to ha?e the subject of religion in- 
troduced in his presence. These were so man j 
arguments to Crister in &vour of a visit ; and 
touched with compassion for the young man, 
he went to the door — ^raised the latch with a 
gentle hand— and placing his head, with an in- 
nocent smile playing upon his face, between 
the partially open door and door-frame, he saw 
him seated near the fire, pale, and like a skele- 
ton merely skinned over. The youth — ^for be 
was little more, slowly and laboriously turned 
his eye towards the door ; and there he saw 
Crister, who, with tender emotion, and with 
the latch stiU in his hand, as if on the point of 
immediately turning on his heel, in order to 
hasten home, accosted him in his usual kin4 
and familiar manner, — ^ I was just about leav- 
ing, but I thoQght I would just look in at you 
on passing, to see and enquire how you are to- 
day ; you seem very poorly yet." ** I am," 
returned the emaciated form — ^^'I am very poor- 
ly." Crister^s look and voice subdued the hi- 
therto obdurate heart ; and he was asked to 
step forward. This was what he wished, though 
he showed no ^teaX forwardness to it ; — moving 
on, and droppmg a word or two of sympathy 
into the ear of the afflicted, as he approached 
the fire. The hadify with its infirmities and af- 
flictions, was the first and apparently only 
theme. Crister, in his S3rmpathies, began to 
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wind himself round the young man's affections ; 
he became less and less reserved — Crister more> 
and more spiritual — confidence was gained — : 
the plan of salvation was unfolded — the neces- 
sity of a preparation for death was enforced — 
prayer was proposed and complied with— and 
Crister left him an awakened sinner. 

There was, as will have been perceived, a 
peculiarity both in the manner and in the mat" 
ter of his addresses at a throne of grace, which 
can only be resolved into natural character, a 
lively imagination, quick perception, and a 
want of cultivation. While he was praying in 
the class once, with great fervour of spirit, and 
rapidity of expression, he took a copy of Clarke's 
** Scripture Promises" from his pocket, which 
he generally carried about with him ; and with- 
out the least interruption in his devotion, or 
breaking down in a sentance, he turned, with 
the rapidity of thought itself to several en- 
couraging and ap]^ropriate passages — ^read them 
with the same q|uickness and in the same voice 
as that with which he had been pouring out the 
extemporaneous effiisions of his soul-^made 
them tne ground-work of increasing faith, hope, 
love, and joy, and of still greater earnestness 
after full salvation — pointing to them— saying, 
" Here they are. Lord ; they are Thine own ; 
we claim them through a crucified Redeemer ; 
— then, turning to his class-mates, to encourage 
them in their expectations, he added, **^ Yes, 
they are here, — one here and another there— <^ 
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all sparkling from the mint, like new coined 
<ruineas ! pick them up — take tbem off — and 
pay your way with them ;" bursting forth in a 
torrent of gratitude, and bearing every spirit 
with his own to " the third heavens," where 
** things unutterable" — if not seen^ were felt in 
all their fulness. On other occasions, he would 
have taken up the promises, denominated by 
him, " the * I will' promises" — strung them to- 
gether in his prayer — enforced them with pecu- 
liar energy on the minds of associate suppliants 
— and pleaded them with a power of faith at- 
the throne of grace which was rarely denied. 
He would have run . on, — / toill forgive their 
iniquity, and I toill remember their sin no more 
— T will he mercifiil to their unrighteousness — 
/ will, be thou clean — / ufill walk among you. 
— /, the Lord, mil be their God — I trill be to 
them a God, &c. &c. : and then, in the strength 
of faith in God, and in the warmth of love ta 
man, he would exclaim, " Here is an / mil for 
every state, and for every person ; and what 
God wills, he is disposed to do, — and what he 
is disposed to do, he can do." In praying with 
penitents, he was peculiarly felicitous for power 
and expression. There was a kind of irresisti- 
ble omnipotence in his prayer for persons in 
that state ; and there have been instances of 
prayer-meetings being held for a great length 
of time, and on the point of closing in disap- 
pointment, when he has struck in, and the per- 
sons for whom prayer had been made, have en- 
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tered into die liberty of the children of Ood. 
He occasioiially reminded a fellow- worshipper 
of an archer, who had strung his bow, and 
winged his shaft, which — while the latter was 
on its way to the mark, was followed by the 
eye, and b^ his warmest wishes ; sending 
another petition after what had preceded, and 
was abeady winging its way to heaven, with— « 
" Lord, answer that prayer ;"— -then abniptlj 
pausing a few seconds, as if waiting for tidmgs 
respecting its success, and listening for the voice 
of the Spirit in the inner man. 

A mariner, who had entered die Tyne in the 
course of his calling, was met by Crister a few 
weeks before his death, and taken to class by 
him, affording a little scope both for his piety 
and imagination. Scarcely any thing escaped 
his eye— and few were the circumstances mat 
were permitted to pass unimproved. He was 
delighted to see the honest tar, who was ex* 
posed to as many deaths as himself ; and being 
requested to pray, the stranger was not neg^ 
lected. Anxious for his safety, and his own 
fiitncy and best feelings being m lively exercise^ 
he prayed, that the i^ul of the vovager might 
be like a clean ship— that all might be found 
right when the pilot came on board — that, if 
freighted at all, ne might be richly laden with 
Divme Grace — ^and that, at death, when abottt 
to enter the fair haven, the custom-house oft- 
cers might find no contraband goods in his pos- 
session, exposing lum to seizure and to the 
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prison of helL Havinff ran en for some tim«^ 
employin^^ — to the deuffht of the man himself^ 
and to the sorprifle of idl pieaent, a number of 
nautical phnuses^ representing this life as a vov- 
age, with its stoims and its calmSy its depths 
and its shallows, its rocks and its quicksands, 
and *'an abundant entrance" at the close, he 
rose from his knees, and with equal presence of 
mind, gave out, ftom recoUectbn, 

** Come, heavenly wind, and blow 

A prosperous gale of grace. 
Ana wait my soul away. 

To hearen, — its destined place ; 
Then, in full sail, my port 1*11 find. 
And leare the world, and sin, behind.*' 

» 

The mariner visited the class about three weeks 
after Crister's death, ard was much affected on 
hearing it announced. 

This was not an extraordinary, but a common 
oase. Names, persons, and things, had all their 
associations, and kept not only the imagination, 
but the emotions of the soul, in constant em- 
ployment ; and eyeiy workman in the vineyard 
for the day, had an interest in his intercessory 
prayers. If Mr, Mann had been appointed to 
preach, he would pray, that he might come up 
m the strenp^ and appear before the people 
in the genume character, of ** a man of God.*' 
Should it have been the junior preacher,— then, 
that he might be imbued with the spirit of a 
yvmthful Tmothyy or that Jesus would come 
1^ with the " lad" with his ** five barley loaves 



56 THB wall's end minerI 

and two small fishes." Or, if a person appeared 
on the plan, whose christian name was Vavid^ 
—in such case, that he might be directed to 
pick up a stone, in crossing the brook, on his 
way to the place, and enabled by his sling — 
simple in itself, but mighty through God, to 
bring down the Goliah of Sin !' And in case of 
the local brethren being appointed, that the 
God of Joshua would stand by the priests bear- 
ing the " ranCs hams" — breathe through them 
by his spirit — and lay prostrate by their blast 
the walls of Jericho, — every strong-hold of 
Satan! 

This individuality, in the absence of the par- 
ties eoncerned, sometimes amounted to person- 
ality in the presence of others. He was mvited 
to partake of the hospitality of a gentleman, in 
Elden Square, Newcastle, who has since gone 
to his reward. Crister, as in the house of the 
gentleman previously noticed, was amazed 
when he was ushered into the appartment, but 
was most of all struck with a spendid mirror 
over the mantle-piece. He gazed in silence ; 
and after some time had elapsed, was requested 
to pray. It was, in one sense, an unfortunate 
moment. He had come out warm from a Mis- 
sionary Meeting, where he had been listening 
to the wants and woes of the heathen, and the 
impoverished state of the funds, as expatiated 
upon by the respective speakers, and towards 
the collection at which meeting he had even 
given of his necessities. Unaccustomed to suck 
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scenes as those upon which he had just closed 
his eyes for prayer, and knowing how little was 
required to supply his own wants, he was una- 
ble to disengage his mind from them. He run 
o^er some of the most costly articles in the 
room, but especially the mirror, which, when 
compared with his own shaving^glass, seemed 
completely to absorb the mind — ^never having 
had a full-length view of himself before, and 
then recollecting Bcrain the millions, perishing 
lor lack of knowledge, he proceeded almost be- 
yond endurance, stating that, if the whole of 
the cost had been thrown into the Missionary 
Treasury, it was unknow how many souls might 
have been saved by it ; leaving the proprietor 
his prayer as a subject for serious meditation. 
While the invitation to such abodes is a proof 
of the estimation in which he was held, and his 
prayer shows the hazard which the owners run, 
the good part in which the prayerful rebuke 
was taken, reflected a much higher honour on 
the gentleman's Christianity than he had credit 
for, because of the costly article which he pos- 
sessed. Crister was honest, but not prudent ; 
and his imprudence was the result of his cir- 
cumstances and his education. 

He was not, however, strictly speaking, one 
of those who assumed the hwMs character of a 
fduU-finder — ^persons who prove a hindrance 
rather than a help to the ministry ; operating 
like a drag U^ the wheel of a carriage, by im- 
peding its progress — alwa3rs towards the rear^ 
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I0W9 find in the mUd themselves^ and seldom 
put on at the right time and in the tight place. 
Characters like these, and known as such in a 
society, obtain a prominency for a time ; but it 
is the prominency often — to change the meta- 
phor, of a fungus growing out of a rank heap 
of corruption, whidi, wiUi its production, has 
to be swept away — as noisome, and injurious 
to the growth of more wholesome plants. Cris- 
ter, surrounded by several friends one day, said, 
— ** We should uways endeavour to bear up 
the hands of the preachers, — ^not finding fault 
with them, but rather praying for them. We 
were not in a very good state at Carville once ; 
we were a little captious ; but I will tell you 
how we did. We agreed to pray for the preach- 
ers ; accordingly, we met — ^prayed — ^and tho 
Lord met with us. The first preacher that came 
was Mr. D — , and he was so improved, that he 
seemed to preach as he never preached before. 
Next came Mr. W., who was still better than 
his predecessor. After him came Mr. G — ^ 
and he exceeded both. Then came a Local 
Preacher ; — ^why, he surpassed all. Thus we 
went on — ^getting better and better, till there 
seemed to be no bad left." There is an admir- 
able moral embodied here. When the heart is 
right with God, evils very often diminish from 
without ; an improved state of feeling produces 
an improved state of thinp. lifauS-jfindere-^ 
those fungus roots of society, and fit only for 
the shelter of frogs and reptiles— distinguished 
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for croaking, and for their venomoiw quaUties. 
were to eonsecrate the same time to piayer, 
canymg the i&junction of the apostle into e£!ect^ 
** Brethren, pray for ns,'' which they expend in 
correcting less faults than their own, and in 
perfecting better men than themselves, ^the 
word of Sie Lord" would be much more free in 
its course, and would be much more likely to 
>^ bo irlorified." But there is a class of mdi- 
^Idu^ who are for reforming all, except them- 
^selves, while tiiey themselves require it most— 
&nlt-finding constituting itself one of their lead- 
ing defects. 

When the late Mr. Dungate, whose memoirs 
have been published by the Rev. Jas. HeatoD, 
preached his third sermon at Killingworth Col- 
liety, in company with his friend Mr. R. 8, 
Stanley, an extraordinary influence of the Spirit 
of God rested upon the congregation. A prayer 
meeting succeeded preaching, and Crister was 
there. Among others, a peison of the name of 
M. C, who aAerwards became a useful local 
preacher, was in deep distress of mind. He was 
so completely horror-stricken with a sense of 
the odiousness of sin, and the punishment to 
which he had exposed himseli^ through it, tliat 
he literally <' roorMt," like the Psahnist, ""by 
reason of the disquietness of his heart." The 
people in the neighbourhood were raised, and 
the chapel was surroundeid by a crowd of meo, 
women, and children. Several of the friends 
prayed with such as were oppressed with a load 
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of sin, directing special attention to the person 
in question. Crister, with a degree of impati- 
ence, and as if grieved with their unbelief, stop- 
ped one good man saying, ** There now, hold 
your peace, and let me pray a bit.** With deep 
reverence, he adverted in his prayer to the ma- 
jesty of the Supreme Being, — ^as high and lifted 
up, — ^filling immensity, — and yet from his holy 
and lofty dwelling-place, stooping to take up 
his abode with the lowly, — ^with such as pos- 
sessed a broken and a contrite spirit ; then, 
quickly turning upon the penitent, as an object 
of compassion, — and as if the act were a suffi- 
cient argument to move compassion, — " There 
he is. Lord,'* said he : " surely he is humble^ for 
be has unscrewed his leg, to enable him to get 
to the ffroundj that he may be low enough." 
The man had lost his leg, and in the depth of 
self-abasement, had actually taken off its sub- 
stitute, as referred to by Crister — though unper- 
ceived by others ; and yet, it was adverted to 
with such melting tenderness, that pity, rather 
than a smile — ludicrous as was the association, 
was excited. He took the case as it lay before 
him, and in the way in which he was most im- 
pressed by it-— earned it to Him who looks at 
the sincerity of the worshipper— and obtained 
the blessing, for the penitent " went down to 
his house justified.*' 

Tliough deeply imbued with feelings of re- 
verence himself, his expressions sometimes pro- 
duced the reverse in a fellow-worshipper. In 
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- a prayer-meeting at Newcastle, he employed 
some freedoms of expression, forced from n m 
-through an apparent want of feeling in the 
meeting ; he observed in his prayer, that the 
Lord was often with them as early as five o'clock 
in the morning at Carville, but that then — 
though eight o clock, he had not drawn near — 
intimating a want of faith and fervour in the 
people to bring down the blessing. A person—- 
not remarkable for either sweetness of temper 
or zeal, stopped him, and said, ^ Recollect, 
brother, whom you are addressing ; — ^it ib the 
High and Holy One that inhabiteth eternity." 
Cnsterrose from his knees, and leaving the 
meeting, said, " You can have it your own way." 
His friends simultaneously left with him. Now, 
the sentiments employed by him at Killing- 
worth Colliery show, that even in the midst of 
his outbreakings of quaintness, he was not 
without deep reverential awe ; but the contrast 
between the ludicrous and the sublime was of- 
ten so striking and sudden, that, to a grave per- 
son — ^and especially the interrupter in question, 
who often exercised the patience of alt around 
him with his own praters, it was the less likely 
to be endured. But, indeed, he was not the 
man for persons of grave habits ; and he would 
have been open to still severer censure, had he 
been tested by his expression and mawner^ ra- 
ther than by his sincerity. It was always the 
latter that gave the preponderance of the beam 
in his favour with his fnends,~-some of whom 
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bad to tolerate him, when unable to enter upon 
hisJuBtification. 

On the momine of the Sabbath, a prayev- 
meeting was regularly held in the chapel, which 
commenced at seven o'clock. It was often but 
thinly attended ; but Crister and his leader al- 
ways made two of the number. As a chapter 
of the bible was generally read, the former 
usually directed his waj^ to the chapel before 
the opening of the semoe, for the purpose of 
prayer, and in order to select what he deemed 
a proper chapter for the day,—- something pecu- 
liarly striking and impressive; and there he 
might have l^en seen through the window, sit- 
ting alone, if not with ^ patriarchal grace," like 
the poet's ^ Cottar," at least with dieerfolnesB 
and earnestness,— with all those pleasurable 
emotions experienced by neisons resolved on 
Aimishing their friends witn a rich repast ; and 
of whom it might be said, 

" He walei ft portion wi' jadioiow mto." 

His mind, like the bird of the sun, thus hover- 
ing over the sacred ground of the Bible, would 
have instantly descended, and seizing on a chap- 
ter which forcibly arrested attention, he would 
have handed the Bible or Testament to his 
h»der tm his arrival ; and, pointmg>to it, as 
proper food, for the old as well as uie young, 
would agun have feasted upon it as manna 
from Heaven. In the course of reading, he 



THE wall's bnd MINKR. C3 

would sometimes give utterance to a tiboughty 
comprised, in two or three brief sentence)^ 
which, while, it came with the suddenness and 
|>ower of an electrical shock upon the feelingii 
of both the reader and the hearer, would have 
&]len like a flash of light upon the passage. 
On other occasions, he would reserve a reflec- 
tion or two to the close ; and when unmoved 
in either case, he was certain to make it the 
subject matter of some part of his prayer,— 
thus, furnishing a constant variety, and raisinj^ 
the mind to God through the medium of His 
own word. 

The high tone of Christian feeling, which 
was alwavs perceptible, to others, may be ac- 
counted for m the manner in which he began 
the Sabbath. It was not merely a quarter of 
an hour before service that was devoted to pri- 
vate purposes ; but almost regularly, he war 
found in the temple ^100 howrt before the prayer 
meeting commenced, winter and summer, in 
the storm and in the calm, whether wet or dry. 
The House of God was his ehm^ for retirement, 
on the morning of the Lord's day ; and bap- 
tized there, with the Holy Ghost, he came forth 
like a giant refreshed with new wine. In win-* 
ter, he lit the stove, and sat beside it with his 
Bible, or knelt within the shade of a pew. 
Though HoAfire continued burning in the Jew- 
ish temple, the Um/ps were probably extin- 
guished just before sun-rise, and here, like old 

6 
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Eli and Samuel, who seemed to hare apart* 
ments near the ark, Crister,— '* ere the lamp of 
God went out of the temple of the Lord/* was 
found, not ^ laid down," but in active devotion, 
luting to hear the voice of his Maker. 
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HA.PTEB IV. 

PartialUy to Pra^er-MeeHngs—Pcwer in ad" 

. iiM and paintinff — A fine Climax-— SUurtling 
^eets of his Conduct to JwoeniU Tramares- 

. s&rs in the Pit— A sudden HeU-^Delights to 
set the Minds of others imperceptibly afloat on 
djfferefnJt Sul^scts — Loves and Listens to the 
voice of Proffer — Is a Nursing Father to 

. young Chneeris — His Amsiety for the Salva- 
tion of Sinners — Out-door Prc^er-Meetings 
— A Revival — His Conduct in it — Compr^ 
hensive Views — Perseverance and Malignity 
of Satan — The Destruction ofSin^ necessaty 
to religious Prosperity—Power over the DsvCL 

Being a man of prayer, he was extremely par- 
tial to prayer^meetings ; and was constant in bis 
attendance at different places. One in particu- 
lar, may be noticed, wbicb be, in connexion 
'witb some otber fiiends, attended, at Byker 
Hill, ten or twelve years before bis deatb. Here, 
when the number of persons accustomed to 
conduct the meeting was incomplete, and also 
when he felt desirous of impiessmg the people 
with religious truth, he would give a short ad- 
dress, a good deal in the debortatory and ex- 
hortatory mood. On perceiving a j;oodly com- 
pany one evening, composed of mixed charac- 
texs, and persons of difi^ient ages, he addressed 
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the ymmgy the oldy and the middU<igedy giving 
a portion to each^ agreeably to the lives they 
had led, and the length dl tneir stay in a pro* 
bationary state. Just at the moment he nad 
strimg tnie people up to a certain pbbit of highly 
*etoited feeling — himself being under ain ettra- 
ordinaty influenc^yhe suddenly stepped formed 
ifrith <me foo^ idelining lus body m the same 
direetipn^ like a person about to throw hiinself 
headlong ove^ a frightful precipice^ imd e^kclaim- 
ed, << O, bless ytii^-I lore you so much, that I 
could dash away downward, and take a dip 
into hell -for yoii^ if it woW only be the means 
«f saving you:" and thdn> having set every 
ImligiilaBoii to work, by his attitude and espves- 
sions, together with the affectionate burst of 
•philanthropy— ^very eye at tiie instant inad- 
vertently turned to the earth, as though it had 
suddenly opened its ihoutfa, and he was «eek 
wfaizzi&ff ma downwatd eouise^ he quiokfy 
started baek,«^as if he had just touched thie 
liquid mass^ and feit it too much fbr kkn tb 
bear fot the mmn^y and therefoi?^ too much for 
lftM» to endure foreeaf, exdaimiA^, in an alter- 
ed tone,*-^ bttt^ mind ye, I shotlld n^t like tb 
8tk^ there." The sensation ^mxto^ed was be- 
Toad description^ (>nd can only be compiis- 
hended in- its effects^ by adverting to-Qther easiSs 
0f iihpfeittive and stirriilg eloqueuce. : Nor is 
thete a^ thint (iithef in the sentimetit oi tiie 
ibelin^ fiom wliioh it emanated, that is ndt ittl- 
Dtied m that .etttaoidinar}- saying el Moses^-*- 



''And if not, blot me, I pray ihee, oat of Thy> 
book which Thou hast written ;" or the noleai 
remarkable, and philanthropic saying olf fit.: 
Pauly ^' I could wish that n^aelf were acoursed 
from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen ao« 
cording to the flesh." 

Such an instance, too, may lead us more fully 
to appreciate the real character of Whitfield a 
preaching, whose power of painting, in which 
iJL is stated consulted the chief magic of his elo-^ 
mience, enabled him to carry men where he 
ohose, with a touch more powerful than magic. 
He is said to have annihilated every thing but 
the scene he would present, and dmwing aside 
the veil of eternity, would now lead his bearers 
to the opening gate of heaven, and now to the 
yawning pit of hell. In support of this— though 
wandermg a little from home, we have only to 
-fitness its effects on Chesterfield. The s^^ptio 
was present when Whitfield presented the vo-i 
tary of sin under the figure of a blind beggav 
led by a little dog* The dog had bioken hitf 
atring. The blind crim>le, with his staff between 
both hands, groped ms vraj unconscious to a 
precipice. As he felt along with his sta$ ife 
dropped down the descent too deep to send 
bacK an echo. He thought it on the ground 
i|nd bending forward took one careful step ta 
recover it. But he trod on vacancy, poised foz 
a moment, and as he fell headlong— Chester-, 
field sprunff from his seat exclauningv ** He ia 
gone r With our collier, the effeQt^— though 
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on a less magnificent scale, were not less extra- 
ordinary ; accompanied, however, with occa- 
sional acting as well as painting. 

The Rev. P. Haswell remarks, in a letter to 
the writer, ** We held a prayer-meetinff after 
preaching one evening, at Carville. Friend 
Crister was one who engaged in the duty, and 
interceded with Ood on the behalf of the families 
of the parents present on the occasion. Some 
of bis expressions impressed my mind too 
deeply ever to be obliterated. ' Lord,' said 
he, * save our families and ^ends. Some of 
them have long been wading up to the ankles 
in the tears of their parents — and up to the 
knees through the blood of Christ, to hell ! — 
Lord, stop them !— Lord, convert them !' 
The solicitude of Jesus to save, compared with 
the anxiety of our parents, that we should be 
saved, is well maintained — the one being so 
much greater than the other — ^up to the ancles 
in tears-^and up to the kneeg in blood /' " 
There is a climax, too, not only aa it regards 
feeling, but expression ; first tear^ — and then 
blood ; — the tears of parents — then the blood 
oi Christ. 

Some works of darkness were in progress 
down the pit one day, among the boys and 
others, in an apartment where there was no 
light at the time, and therefore suited to the 
occasion. Crister heard their blasphemies at a 
distance, and silently wound his way through 
the workinsv to the spot, when he sprung m 
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upon tnem with a light in his hand, revealing 
every face, harriedly exclaiming — ^as his eyes 
glared upon them, ^ Lads, what are you about?" 
adding, with the same breath, ** Do you not 
know, that God Almighty can take the tohick 
(the life) out of you in a moment, just like this 
candle** — closing his finger and thumb upon the 
flame, and extinguishing it ; leaving them in 
an instant in the darkness in which he had 
found them — an emblem of that *^ outer dark- 
ness" to which their deeds were hastening them, 
and a prey to a pit more terrible than tne one 
in which they sported. The light broke in upon 
them like an unexpected flash of lightning at 
midnight — their deeds were made manifest — 
the rebuke fell like a voice from the invisible 
-world upon the ear — and conscience was left 
to perform its office upon the scared and de- 
tected culprits ; — Crister praying for each, that 
Ctod would ** deliver his soul," in the language 
of Elihu, ** &om going down to the" nether 
** pit," that « his iSfe might see the light." 

*^ You rebels," said he, on another occasion, 
-when some of them were blaspheming the name 
of God before they left their work, " are you 
not aware that if God Almighty were to blast 
the pit, you would drop into heu in a moment ?" 
Sudden happiness and sudden misery were sub- 
jects often dwelling on his mind, and uttered 
1>y his lips : and on the latter, the reply of a 
Cornish miner, to the question of a profane 
wretch, who was sporting with eternity in the 
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mdst of dangfer, is'excee4uiil^yjpertiiient, and 
4iCCords \¥]th the notioik -which toe miner of the 
Tjne carried about with hitn, and ^boiired to 
impioas^ upon the buman mind. The person in 
.'question, while in the act of ascending, being 
impalient to reach the day, made a remark on 
the depth of themkre, and suddenly transferred 
lis thoughts &om one pit to another — mingling 
Jiis interaogsitories' with oisths, and aiding, ^ Ho W 
lar is it to hell T' '^ t cannot tell," returned the 
Bcrson who was suspended in the noose with 
lum, ^ but if -the tape were to break you w<ral4 
be 'diere directly/* 

1 S'ew persons^ deserving of censure Or reproof^ 
escaped ; and his manner and language were 
generatty sitiking. ^^Thou thinkest," said be» 
lo a swearer, who was glorying in his profaitity^ 
^. tiiat thou art Tezy clever : l^ware, the de-m 
wiU be gettin|f Imjksk^hooi into thee, and rely 
upon it, he wiU give l^ee a roasting*^ The 
maa'was startled by the form <^ expression 
employed, and was led to serious reflection. 

' Though huB ju^ons were generaMy spontane* 
0U0, there was a di^>9sition evideiitly mdulged 
to take persons now ahd then by surprise. Izi 
one of his muang moods, he approached a 
bJewer in the pit 4>&e day, and was close behind 
bhn dropping these words into his ear — ** WiQ 
Ihis be the laa day, ttiink'st theeT before be 
was aware. Turning his view up, and findih? 
it was Crister, he suspended his work, and 
asked *^ Ik there no trade V* Crister perceiving- 
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bim on another tiact ftom tbe one intended, 

said, ** Ye% there is a trade ; but ve may^ not 

t^ pevn^itted to see another day." Then^ in an 

equally enigmatical mood, he enquired, *' Post 

thou think we shall be able to get over?' ''Over 

where?*' asked the hewer. "Over Jordan/* 

lejoiaed Crister ; addii^, with some emotion, 

and referring to Bunyan^s Pil^m, '' I think we 

aball, if we only have faitA in the King of 

4Jie city." He had been dwelling on the 

«ase of the Israelites crossing Ionian, and 

connecting it with his own ezi^ he was led in 

the midst of his reverie, to rouse the attention 

of s^ lellow-hewer to divine things. It was in 

jbluuy way )ie would sometimes accost others ; 

jBpmift^cixig with a brief sentence, whose sense 

was at first as beclouded as Samson's " riddle," 

IfBSydiially ^nlarg^g his boundary to let in more 

S^t, till he brought his hearer home to his 

meaumg. 

Walking along the ^ wag^n way" one day, 
he came ujp to a person with whom he had 
^ome pteyious acquaintance, 

Oriiter. ^ What art thou thinking about ?' 
Ac^u«i$tS(mee» ^ Why, I scarcely know." 
Crtef, ** Thou hast toandered from God ; 
doBt thou thi])k of going iwh to him again ?' 

A^qWMiU, '' I was 90^ thin^inff about that 
when you spoke to me^ but I nave thought 
of it." 

Cria. '<Ifthouairt«wWtfl^to^back|igain« 
I will ask the Lord to tfit;e thee m," 
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Acqitaint. ^' I am willing." 

The last sentence was no sooner uttered than 
Crister was on his knees ; the man followed 
him ; and there he invoked heaven on behalf of 
the poor returning prodigal, who appeared anx- 
ious to return tonis &ther's house. 

It was to the relief and salvation of the human 
soul, that he was constantly directing his ener- 
gies ; and as it was the joy of his heart to find 
piety in others, so he not only sought to aug- 
ment it himself but exhorted the persons to 
communicate and shine for the benefit of those 
around. Having occasion to visit the banks of 
the Wear, he passed a house where he thought 
he heard the voice of prayer. He paused, and 
found his ear correct. It was as the voice of 
melody ; and he not only stood in reverence to 
join in the worship, but laid his ear to the door 
that he might yield the response to the peti- 
tions. He had softly touched the latch, but 
found all fast. When femily worship ceased, 
the good man of the house unlocked the door, 
and to his suiprize found a stran&^er on the point 
of entering. The streams of Christian affection, 
which flowed from each of their hearts, were 
much nearer than the Wear and the Tjrne, on 
whose separate banks they dwelt ; and after a 
passing band-meeting, Crister told him never 
to lock his door again during the worship of 
€k>d — to leave it in a state of readiness for any 
one -to push it gently back, who might be disH 
posed to encircle the family alter with him— and 
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to be fearless in his Christiao profession before 
men. 

He bad tbe tribute of respect paid bim by 
joune* converts, wbicb children pay to tbose 
wbo love tbem ; and as a bigher compliment 
can scarcely be conceived, as due to age, so a 
more lovely picture can scarcely be presented 
to the eye, than that of a number of children 
irrouping round, and clinging to an old man. 
The mnocence of childh<k>d will attach itself to 
the innocence of acre ; and few are better judges 
than children, of the meek, the gentle, and the 
amiable. Young converts, and especially the 
young in years, seemed instinctively to turn to 
Crister ; and in his house they were sure to find 
an asylum. He sang and prayed with them, 
and nursed them with the tenderness of a par- 
ent ; travailing ;in spirit for them, till Christ 
was formed in them^ the hope of glory." Many 
examples of this kind occurred ; one, however 
—as the sulject was closely connected with 
him in death, may be adduced at present. 

When Thomas EUerton— afterwards desig- 
nated •* Little Tom,*' and the « Little Old Man," 
first became serious, he, like others, fled to this 
" nursing &ther." He -^aa only about twelve 
years of age ; but he suffered much when under 
conviction of sin. Bigge's Main was one of 
Crister^s favourite places, and was called by him 
** the hot bed of Methodism." A prayer-meet- 
ing was established there, and the poor little 
fefiow in whose welfare he felt so deep an in- 
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tefestr ^v^ished tQ attend it. He deemed to barb 
more faith in (JrUter and in the placey than in 
the Staviouii of 'sinpeis, a^d aeiked ^ fohnet to 
accompany bim* Orister had flooie cpgagements 
which pc^yssed upo^ him ;^ hut anxions for the 
boy's bappineaef, oe told him to go on, and he 
would foUo^. As the boy paced by the side 
pf W. M^QoOf he a^ked, wiUi great simplici^ 
f* Do yovi thuik Otod can paidoit me to-nig^i r' 
JHq received fpr tefly^ ** Yes ;" and was enoour- 
iB^ed to put faith mto es^ercise. A wishful look 
inras cast back ey0iy now and th^n to see whe- 
ther Crister v^as on the load, in whose &ith6il 
prayers he repp^ed great confidence. Crister, 
jon the other hand, desirous of giving him all tiie 
aid he had in his po^eri a^ well as to encourage 
him by his presence, posted off the moment he 
viras rel^sed from bis engagement. Just as Ooar 
ter arrived at the do^y the Uttle fellow -stepped 
into 'Christian liberty, aud ^^ghty*' was the 
first ^ord that saluted the ear |rom his lipsb 
Speaking of the case afterwards, Cristev saad. 
*^ I went up to ^ive him a bit of a Kft with aU 
the faith I hajd, m order to help him throuffh 
the strait gate. He needed all the hdp he conmd 
get, ppor thing. But when I got there, tho 
wosk was done — ^ready made to my hand, and 
I had nothing to do but to rejoice. • Thiskind* 
hei|ited man oould have paayed for the boy ik 
his own houses as well as at jBigge's Main. But 
to accommodate his feelings he laid himself 
undei oonsiderabjle inconveniemse, and after the 
hard labour of the day, hurried a distance from 



litfitie ; thtm eomblyln^ tritb tli^ apostolic in- 
jtmction — ^ L6t them prdy over him ;" mid 
^ith a heart teeming with the prayer of one of 
^Id^ ** Deliver kim muA goukg doim to the pift,'^ 
i-^ad^ng, as a plea,-*— ^ I havis found a ransom.'^ 

Thi^re vrere fow ca^s, iiid^d, is the neigh- 
bourhood, of persons isi a penitential state, for 
whom he did iiot ag'onize in praip'eir, and to 
whom he -did not minister. A collier, who was 
i^dnvinced Of fiin under a sermoti preached by 
Mr. W. Dawson^ hastened ftom the pit to A 
prayef^meeting, without going home to wash 
nimself and ehadife his attire. He knelt, Hkt k 
piece of Akiimftt%«rjet, h^ the side of Cristervnd 
others — th6 whiti6 bt the eye^ and a tear^channel 
down either cheek^prcsenting the only points 
of native hue. ^ We had a sad $u^ (work) 
With him,'* said Crjster ; '^ wc laboured With 
htm about an hour ; but hc got the blessing fit 
test ; — ^and the^ was no hc^ for him to tell 
us,— for we iMW it beaming through his bhOck 
face." 

c* He was not only A ^ litln^ fathei^' to the 
^babe in Christ," and manifested a gehenll 
concern for the s&lViition of sinnfenS) but he di- 
rected his 2ittention< to particular persons^ ami 
made one appeill after another, tiu they bowed 
before his importunities and hid pniyeis. Mr. 
R. having received a female kito his service, 
who vras a Stmiiger tO vitid "teligioB, obliged 
her to comform to the Christian tisilg^ of the 
fiuniI3^ She made her boaet fliat she. would 
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never become a Methodist. Crister soonfoond 
her outy and having been subjected to a few of 
his appeals, she at length fled from the kitchen 
to an out-house, on his approach. But before 
three weeks had elapsecC she yielded to the 
force of conviction, like the tree to the storm, 
and entered the class which met in the house, 
in order to secure that repose of which she had 
so long lived in a state of destitution. 

While thus pursuing sinners bj his exhorta- 
tions and prayers, he once remarked with great 
tenderness, — ^^Aje, if they only knew, poor 
things, the happiness we enjoy, tiiiey would be 

food too ;" adding, with greater ardour, "Why, 
would lend them mine ;" and then subjoining 
with his usual acuteness,— *^ But then, I should 
never get it back again :" thus showing his dis- 
trust of human nature, and the high value he 
fixed upon his religious enjoyments— Consider- 
ing it enough only to taste the happiness of 
Heaven, in order to induce a person to main- 
tain his hold of the cup of blessing, and sedu- 
lously to seek after an increase of the gtace of 
God. 

It was not to Carville only that his labours 
extended. He very often visited Newcastle 
early on a Sabbath morning, during the summer 
.season, in company with R. Gregory, W. 
.Thompson, Mr. Beay, and others, and held 
prayer-meetings in the open air, toward the 
end of Sandgate— one of the lowest and most 
profligate parts of the town. On one of these 
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oceasions, the morning being exceedingly 
zainy, tbey held one of their meetings in 
New Road chapel, having collected together 
some of the most abandoned characters, male 
r>nd female, whom they found strolling in the 
streets, and upon the minds of some of whom 
serious impressions were produced. On another 
occasion, W. Thompson stood up and preached 
in the street. Just as he was telhng the squalid 
wretches before him — adapting his language 
to his auditorpr, that they were '^ serving a bad 
master, and, m a short time, would not have a 
rag of clotiies for their backs," a man — half 
intoxicated, and belonging to Carville,— sallied 
£K>m the door of a house, and looking at him, 
said, " Thou art right, Thompson ; — thou 
speakest the truth there, lad. The good 
cmPected in this way was incalculable,'^ 

In the midst of a revival of the work of Qod, 
he was rarely otherwise than in his glory — 
moving about with the briskness and pleasura- 
ble feeling of a person prospering in business. 
On seeing a number of persons, both old and 
young, brought under a serious concern for the 
salvation of their souls at Carville, he wept, he 
prayed, he rejoiced, andfelt something^ ofthe 
struggling spirit of an Apostle, when he said, 
^ My little children, of whom I travail in birth, 
imtil Christ be formed in you." The whole 
valley, which had been filled for some time 
with little else but " dry bones," began at 
length to heave indth life. The vision was ap- 
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p&r^Cly present i^itb CHster one nighty wtiilb 
eojgiigfed in a prayer-iheetthgy and kbburin]^ to 
griti^ expnessicm to thb cbnception^ of hisinind 
on the snbj^iet, he became bankhipt in words ; 
ti piieserre the feeling, hoTi^ever, he rebounded 
«md caught hold of the circumstances of the 
lAiheSj-^piaifilng God for the glorious work he 
was cairyitig on, sa^hg, ^ It was like calling 
in tlie ola coins arid iseniiig out iiew ;" — the 
coinage of the realm undergoing an actudl 
ehange at th^ pieriod, and occasioning gisneral 
gladnedi^ as id ui^dl^ among all ranks of societV 
— everjr ttUfe tiying to obt^ a sight, ahd to 
keep posisei^ibn of k piece of the mat issue. 

Hii^ aocustottied method was, to go ftotii 
penitent to penitent ; and itieeting on one of 
thole occasions^ ^thii berson wh6 appeared 
rather siupid and iH^iristructed, he went back 
and fotward to him, ^Ued with restless anxiety 
ibr his salvation. No sooner did he Visit one, 
than he was instinctiveh^ led back to the./per- 
8on in question ; and that which seemed the 
mof e singukr v^ that there was any percep- 
tible preparatory feeling for pardon. How- 
ever, aU anxiety Was aipply repaid, for the 
m^B eiiterisd into Christian liberty, and was 
living in the fear of Obd at Byker when the 
instrument of his happihess died. Another 
petson^ who, after having walked in the " nar- 
row way*' for a period of five years, but had 
lest i^und in ^ligion, vras invited to the 
'^penitent fonus,'' aa they^ were designated 
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CiJster asked, ^Wliat hast thou eome here 
for r " For something which I have lost," he 
returned. ** Kneel thee down, Jbhen, in a mo- 
ment," rejoined Crister, in all the strength of 
&ith, ^ and in a moment thou shalt receive it." 
It was so, for in the very act of kneeling, he 
obtained the bjessing he was again solicitous 
to secure. 

On his ^bbath visits to Newcastle, he 
ireneiallj found his way to Mr. Nesham's 
class, wnd occasionally led it. ** You must 
come down to Carville," said he to Mr. N.> 
** and meet our class some time. The leader 
-will be glad to see you ; there are ^ve and 
twenty members ; he stands in the midst of us 
Kke a &ther, and we all look up to him like 
children. We are as happy as the day is 
long." This is a pretty picture of a classH 
meeting, and is just virhat a leader and his 
members ought to be to each other. Being 
asked, on one of these occasions, on his return 
home, where he had been, and whom he had 
seen? "At Newcastle,'* he replied, **«nd I 
saw such an one" — naming the person ; " he 
is fiill of heaven — as fall asau^ir balloon ;'' 
intimating that he would on^ day mount up^ 
waid— li^t as a thing of air-^yet full of ma- 
jesty and grace. A person once observed of 
Crister himself that he had "a soul like a 
thimble ; — ^it was soon filled, and soon emp-> 
tied." His e<mceptions, however, far exceeded, 
in occasional magmficence^ the penonal eiiti- 
tmiiM of bif £diiid, i 
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There wa« much less extravagance in his 
representations, than those around him were 
authorized to expect, from the vividness of his 
imagination ana impressions; and he rarely 
failed to give a di&tmct pictufe of the thing 
itseU^ not only for the mental eye to repose 
upon for the moment, but to be hung up in the 
chambers of the mind — that the by-standei 
might again and again return to it, and partici- 
pate in the pleasure at first imjMurted. In cases 
where the images were eithef miperfect, or not 
sufficiently indehble, they Would still ap^etr 
and vanish in their passage through the onnd, 
like the figures of a phantasmagoria, awakeninj^ 
half forgotten associations in some^ and giatir- 
fying the curiosity of otiiers. Many of his 
payings and similes have become household 
mngs on the banks of the Tyne. To a fnend^ 
1 e observed, when speaking of the maBgnit j 
rnd perseverance of Satan,-**^ He will punne 
the saint with the same temptation iot yeai»— 
to death itself— -yes, to the very verg* of hea- 
ven. And look at him there ;— unable fo pass the 
threshold, he lays one hand on the gate-post^ 
to support himself and stretches forth the 
other to make a eltcJb (catch) at the soul jiist 
as it shps in before him, — but batig goes tha 

" WhU. 



door, and snaps his fingers•'^ While 
ing, the action was suited to the subject^— • 
shaking his own hand^ after drawii^ in his 
aim, and appljring his fingen to his h^ as if 
te-soqth the paiD» on being suddenly trapped* 
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It IS tiot imptobable^ that tbeze wm it diataiif 
fcflecdoB in tbtt, of the oondaei of St. Fanl, in 
the ptmniit of ft hi^e/t ckBhigf iiho foUawed 
if/^er— who prestetTunpord^'^rsaMfiff forth 
to those things which were before^*^— and so 
ihiowiiig bimsel^ as it were at the last step, 
upon the pike by a last and virarous efibrt of 
nature; secnring, lx>wever, what Satan had 
lost 

The lower ]>art of the New Road Chapel, 
Newcastle, haying been employed as a granaiy 
Ibr some years. Crister mourned orer what he 
deemed a desecration of the place, and the 
depressed state of the work of God that oc- 
casioned it* On the dawn of a brighter day, 
when the entire place was converted to its 
original use, he eicceedingly rejoiced ; saying, 
^ There could be no prosperity in the midst of 
the world ; but when the old fnst^ com was 
lemoved, God began to work* Chnstians form 
the church of God ; their hearts are Ifite places 
of worship ; but before God will take up his 
constant abode with them, there mfust be a 
dean iweep ; all the rubbish of sin — all the fusty 
min of this world, must be got quit of. We 
have an example of it in the New Road Cha- 
pel. Who but thieves, will become buyers and 
seOers in die temple ? There is nothing but 
tbe whip for them, if the house is again to be- 
come a bouse of prayer." 

Some of the young men having been behav* 
ing improperly down the pit, as in cases already 
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noticed, and displaying more than usual piofli-^ 
gacv, a peison standing b^, remarked, *' That 
really beats the devil." Crister, who was within 
hearmg, anxious to improve the expression,, 
sharply subjoined, ** I would not give a half* 
penny cabbage for the man that cannot beat 
the devil." He knew that Satan could only 
be conquered through grace, — that every 
Christian possessed grace, — and that little hope 
could be entertained of the safety of those who 
were under Satanic power. " Who," said he, 
on another occasion, when endeavouring to 
dissuade sinners from hastening to rum, — 
f* Who would go to hell, that can prevent it ? 
What a poverty-stricken place must that be, 
which cannot affi)rd so much as a drm> of 
water to wet the tongue of a rich man!" Such 
was the esteem in wmch he was held, and the 
value of his remarks, that the fact of his hav- 
ing uttered them, was like the stamp of royalty 
upon a coin ; they became sterling, and found 
immediate circulation, — ^and that^ too, very 
often independent of the quality of the metal 
and the size of the modeL The veriest mites 
were often received with enthusiasm, and ad- 
ded, like those of the poor widow, to the trea- 
sury of those who possessed a trifle, and 
became a real treasure to those who had none. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Lofse-feaa Addretsea-^Enlatyement of Scul 
'■^Cataion in reference to L&v&'feasU — Pre- 
parcOion for jHeaven, under the smiiitude of 
iVaiting for a Stage Coach— His Use of 
Scripture Narrative — Occasional Conduct in 
Lope-feasts and FeUowship-meetings^ with 
additional Cautions — The Recognition of 
Saints in Heaven — Is a Publish^ of Olaa- 
tidings-^Summons to duty — A characteris- 
tic Stroke on Preaching-^'-'His Love of 
Christian Ministers — Imposes Silence on 
false Reasoning — Wildfire — The Supe- 
riority of Deeds to Words — Bncouragement 
to Es^peetamis — Lifcy a joumejf — Sudden It- 
htmincttion — The reac^ Reception of a 
Blessing, 

Some of bis Love-feast addresses are inteisper- 
sed throughout the other pages of the work ; 
but a few of them demand greater prominency^ 
as he was, to employ an expression of his own, 
^ always at home in a Love-feast." It was not 
long after his conyersion to God, before he 
became distinguished on those festal occasions, 
and among some of his earlier essays, when 
attending one at North Shields, about 1816, he 
observe^ . ** I was up this inoming at four 
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o'clock) praying to God for a good Love-feast 
to-day ' and aye, friends, he filled me so full of 
love, that I could scarcely contain myself. A 
thought struck ;^|e— Why, when religion pros- 
pers among a people, they immediately set to 
work to false a chapel ; and, on findlnff the 
good cause on the increase, the next uiing 
thej do is, to erect a gallery for the accoouno- 
datjon of the heavers. 0, I thought, while 
God was hlessing me this morning, what a still 
greats blessing it would be, if he were not 
only to enhuge my heart, but build a gaUmy in 
it, for the accommodation of himself— for still 
greater degsees of divine love." Religious 
characters may not unfrequently have been 
thrown in the way of that phrase-^*^ Lord, 
withhold thy hand or enlaige die vessel I" but 
this is perhaps the first instance of a **aaXUr^ 
being presented to tlieir observation. And yet, 
at first slght,*-^ mere eonceit as it may seem, 
it is in perfect keeping with the )angu^;e of 
inspiration, where the apostle asks—*' luiow 
ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that 
the spirit of God dwelleth in you ;" stating 
elsewhere,-^" Ye are the temple of the living 
God ; as God hath said, I will dwell in them* 
and walk in them ; and I will be their God* 
and they shall be my people." It was not a 
''Mwe/" — such as might be taken in the hand* 
that could at all comport with the enlaiged 
conceptions of this child of the mine, whos9 
thoughts-^while his hands were .engaged with 



TBS wall's bnd Hiim. 85 

the ooaly were as frequently ud oloflely emr 
ployed in BDining among the gold and the 
diamonds ci every thing excellent in nature 
and religion ;-«-no, he reposed on something 
more capacious ; he proceeded to the magnifi- 
cat t temple-^not only galleried at the en^ hut 
fipom side to aide-^pew added to pew, and seat 
rising heyond seat— towering, ample, and full 
— afibrding at once a fit emblem of the capa- 
bilities of the human soul, in its endless pro- 
gress in knowledge, holiness, and happiness, 
and of the infinite goodness of God, from whose 
'^ fulness" the Christian receives ** grace for 
grace," or, in other words, grace after grace-*- 
blessing added to blessing — one blessing upon 
another. On one occasion, he was so com- 
pletely overpowered wiUi the joys of religion, 
that he exclaimed, ^ Withhold tny hand. Lord, 
or the vessel will burst." ** You should have 
prayed for an enlarffement of the vessel," said 
the late Mr. Bramwell, who was standing by 
at the time. 

It is not surprising that his presence should 
be courted on such occasions ; and accordingly 
we find him sentforfromEdmondbyers, Hexham, 
Morpeth, Alston, and other places,-^a practice, 
by the way, which is not to be recommended. 
But he was a kind of human magnet, whose 
presence drew others to the spot : and many 
have afterwards expressed the benefit they 
have derived from bis experience, as embodied 
in his addresses, and from his prayers. In 
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ninety cases out of every hondredy such laiT* 
tatioDs mig^ht not only be injurious in their 
effects to tbe individual himself^ but would be 
sure to destroy the influence of Qod upon the 
meetin^»w. leading to certain preparations and 
exhibitions^ which would terminate in self- 
inflation, embarrassment, or something worse. 
A love-feast is chiefly for the society in the 
place ; and the speaking there should be tbe 
spontaneous overflowings of the soul : hence it 
is, that almost every society has its love-feast ; 
and finer strokes of native eloquence have been 
heard in those meetings, than are frequently 
found to grace the pulpit. In Crister^s case — 
if allowed at all, it must be admitted as an 
exception ; and no particular evil resulted from 
the various invitations received. He looked 
upon invitations as mere tokens of Christian 
friendship, and speaking followed as a thing of 
course, from the circumstance of his being 
present. He diffused, nevertheless, unusual 
life, and with it a fine religious feeling through 
a meeting, the whole of which he referred to 
God, without whom there is nothing wise, 
nothing holy, nothing good. 

When at Alston, he heard of an aged saint 
who had travelled the " good old way" for a 
period of sixty years, during the whole of whioh 
time she had exemplified the morality and re- 
ligion of Jesus in her life, temper, and conver- 
sation. She was unable to stir abroad ; but 
Crister, though limited for time, and out of hki 
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traj, would not leave the neigbbombood witb- 
out visiting ber cottage of contentment^ tbus 
showing lus love to the venerable pilgrim. He 
was delighted with his visit, and sne was ove^• 
joyed with his remarks, his spirit, and his 
prayer. He styled her on his return home, ** a 
real curiosity." This little circumstance, insig- 
nificant in itself, shows that bis heart was 
where it ought to be, and as it ought to be-* 
ready to receive, and to import good. 

In the course of one of his love-feast joumies, 
bis patience was a little put to the test. . On 
bis first visit to Edmondbyers, he was accom- 
panied by Mr. Jos. R. Wilson, who bad bor- 
rowed a gig and horse for the occasion. Crister 
was a stranger to the whip and the rein ; and 
Mr. W. who took the command of both, had 
all his skill called into exercise by the temper 
and tricks of the horse, which was small in 
size, and reported to have had his first training 
among some gipsies in the neighbourhood of 
Hexham. On coming to a steep hill the animal 
became restive ; and while whipping, and 
coaxing, and patting, and backing, and sidling, 
were sdtemately tried, a neighbouring curate 
honoured the poor collier and his companion, 
v^ith his presence, bis counsel, and bis aid. 
^fter much trouble, they again got the vehicle 
in motion. On . coming, however^ to a fiirm 
house, which fortunately happened to be the 
tesidence of a friend, the animal again became 
.xestive, and resolutely stood to his purpose* 
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The good friend made his appeaniDce ; and 
fleeing the circuinstanees in which they were 
plfus^dy proposed to yoke a laige diaj^'hone as 
a leader^ stating, in pleasantry, that if the gup* 
ponev would not draw, the horse was sum* 
ciently powerful to draw both him and the gig, 
with the guests to boot. Time was short, and 
the period for being at Edmondbjrers was fixed. 
Poor Crister, in his simplicity, concluded the 
horse to be under Satanic influence, stating 
that the devil had done it, to pieyent them ffct- 
ing to the love-feast Mr. Wilson, on the ouekr 
hand, attributed it — as was natiual in an in- 
atructor of youth, to education^ with the addi- 
tion of a probable want of provender. The 
result was, the poney was taken out of the 
shafts, and introduced to the manger; and 
with a view to expedite the journey, Mr. B.'g 
horse was brought out, which, compared witk 
tiie other, was more fit for a waggon, than for 
JBL gig. The giff having been shaped for a poney 
rather than a horse, uie shafts were expanded 
to admit the huge animal within their embrace. 
All being ready, the travellers again proceeded, 
the horse and the gig forming a perfect con- 
trast ;— the one lighUy dancing over the stones, 
and the other moving on with the ponderocity 
of an elephant. The good people of Edmond- 
byers were on the look oat, and were not a 
little surprised to find visitors drawn in sncli 
style. Crister was a good deal chafed in spirit 
with it ; but prayer and the love-feast soon 
restored the mmd to its wonted tone. 
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Though there are many eyes and eais open 
in a ]ove-feiist» the presence of the people 
fieemed to weigh but little with him compared 
vith thfi prfsenoe of God ; nor was he aware, 
iq>parently, of the power of his own language 
and thoughts upon others, or that anything 
that he said woiud live beyond the hour, or be 
felt beyond the o<;easion« The truth is, he was 
mi$ in every place, and in that place, one with 
God« In a love-fbast in one of the chapels on 
the banks of the Tyne, and not long before his 
demise, he observed, *^ When persons are about 
to take a journey, they eo to the coach-office 
the day before, and are off with their luggage 
early next morning to the place of startins^-- 
waiting, and in readiness ; and then exclaim- 
ed, with his accustomed cheerfulness ; ^* Thank 
the Lord, I am packed upy and ready !— just 
like a person thus waiting for the coach. It 
vnll not do for a man to be preparing for his 
joumev, when the coach is at the dwr ; or to 
be looking in another direction while passing. 
In the first instance, the coachman is timedy and 
cannot wait for him ; and in the second, the 
coach indLV have passed — ^be gone — and quite 
ouf of sight ; rendering it impossible for him to 
overtake it. And then, what is the consequencel 
The journey is delayed — the next coach may 
be full — and the only chance of securing tne 
object of the journey is perhaps lost fbr ever ! 
O, friends, let us be on the look out — reacfy at 
A momenta fiofi<;»-*waiting with patience (iU 
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our change come — till Jesus shall come "with 
his chariot to bear us away from earth!" 
This IS as accordant with the general senti- 
ment of Scripture^ on the brief and precarious 
stay of man m this world, as some of the pre- 
ceding imagery is agreeable to our notions of 
progressive improvement in the divine life ; nor 
18 the language itself out of character. It will 
furnish an admirable precursor to the ^ chariot of 
fire, and horses of fire," passing, as it were, 
between heaven and earth, and which conveyed 
the perfected spirit of the prophet to the land of 
light and glory ;— an incident in the closing 
moments of the Seer, beautifully expressed by 
the bard of Sheffield :— 

" Eljjab, with hit mantle, smote the flood, 
Adu Jordan's hastening wares divided stood ; 
The fiery chariot on the further shore. 
Deathless to hearen the ascending prophet bOT» 
« My father !' cried Elisha, as he flew , 
* Lo I Israel's chariot and his horsemen too ;* 
Then with the mantle, as it dropp'd behind. 
Came down a power like mighty rushing wind. 
And as he wrapt the trophy round his breast, 
Elijah's spirit Elisha's soul possessed." 

As it was through the effect of Jfre^ as will 
be seen in the sequel, that the subject of the 
present remarks fell ; so it will also be per- 
ceived, that, as ho-— in his own expressive lan- 
guage, was " packed up and ready,* he only fell 
to nse— rise with ^ the charriot of Israel, and 
the horsemen thereof." 
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In the same cbi^l — ^Byker, at another of 
those religious festivals, he arose with ^ Qloiy" 
oa his lips, saying, ^ Glory be to God for what 
he is doing at Carville I He is reviving his 
'Work, he is saving souls, especially in the Wo- 
men's Prayer-Meeting ; he saved one this morn- 
ing :" then, after relating the dealings of God 
with his soul, he turned towards a person in 
the opposite part of the chapel, and said, with 
bomehness and &miliarity, ** George, ffet up, 
man, and get it over." George modestT)r arose 
at his bidding, and with a heart filled with joy, 
a^d the tears streaming down his face, he told 
those around him, that, in the anguish of his 
soul, he had ventured into the ** Woman's 
Prayer Meeting," and that he \Md there re- 
ceived a sense of God's pardoning love ; giving 
in the detail, a scriptural account of his conver- 
sion. — Crister, and a few pious persons around 
him, being the subjects of sweet devotional 
feeling in the body of one of the chapels, on a 
similar occasion, a simple-hearted man noticed 
it in the gallery ; when the former responded, 
— *^ Fire always bums best at the bottom ;" re- 
ferring: i^ot only to the simple fact, but carrying 
bis thoughts a little further, by intimating, 
that those who were desirous of nre from hea- 
ven in all its intensity, must come dovm — ^be 
helow in mind — ^lie low in the dust. There was 
often a meaning beyond the first that presented 
itself in his sayings ; and his expressions served 
as texts for otibieis to work out, yet, on his own 
part perfectly unpremeditated. 
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Crister was exceedingly leady in hjing Bold 
of Bcriptare inddentB and namtives, cm pabHo 
occasions, and making them subserve the de^ 
toat puiposes of his mind, in reference to 
others. Having read the aflectinff account of 
^ Annanias and Sapphira his wife^' he entered 
a fellowship-meeting warm ftom the subject, 
and took it up in the course of his own experi- 
mental narration. '^This man and woman,'* 
said he, ** had sold their possessions, and pro<* 
posed to have all things in common with 
others. They had attended a few meetings,— 
got their hearts touched, — and resolved to l&y 
the produce of the sale * at the Apostle's feet.' 
But not bein? well grounded in religion, ot 
only having a oit of something which they cal- 
led religion, they no sooner left the meeting 
than the world entered into their hearts again. 
Part of that which they had promised to God, 
they resolved to keep back ; and when Anna* 
nias went to the meeting with a view to pay 
the money, Peter found him short in his ac* 
counts, and charged him with being brim-fuM 
of the devU and of the world, and with lying 
to the Holy Ghost. He had lost the bit of 
religion he had, — if he ever had any. Peter 
told him plainly, that the property was his own 
*»— in his own power — to do with what he liked, 
before it was sold ; but diat, in changing his 
purpose, he had * not lied unto men, but unto 
God.' He Was, therefore^-^ in order to strike 
terror into the hearts of otheiSy smitten with 
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instant death. His wife, not knotHn^ what 
had been done, and being a good bit belimd 
her time, came into the meeting, as if nothing 
were the matter. Bat Peter was in the secret ; 
and was aware, that she was not only * privy 
to it,' but had leagued with him to deceive and 
to forge Hes : and the very feet of those who 
had buried her husband, she was told, were at 
the door, to carry her out to the grave. What 
was the consequence ? * Great fear came upon 
all the church, and tipon as many as heard 
these things.' It is an awful thing, friends," 
continued he, *' to keep any thing back from 
God ; and still worse to tell lies about it. We 
were all promised to God in our baptism, and 
we have often promised to give our hearts to 
him since then, but we have kept back part, 
if not the whole. Here, blessed be the Lord, 
we may have all things in common, — ^for we 
may all be holy and happy." Then, with one of 
his quick turns, he exclaimed — ^ AH who are 
happy and resolved to give their hearts to God 
—stand vp^ This was sudden and unexpected, 
and two gay young persons who had been ad- 
mitted into the meeting, were scarcely pre- 
pared for the test. Crister, perceiving this. 
and with a view to deepen conviction, and 
effectually to sever the sincere from the trifler, 
proceeded — ^ I ask it, in the name of the Lord, 
and charge you not— even in action^ ^ to lie to 
the Holr Ghost.' Recollect the case of Anna- 
Bias and Sapphiia!" One of the females aUu- 
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ded.to^ somewhat affected^ made a trembling 
essay to rise, while the other, as much afraid of 
appearing singular, by sitting alone, as she was 
unprepared to make a free surrender of herself 
to God, continued to hold her by her attire, in 
order to prevent her. Without attempting to 
justify those little advantages taken of human 
feelings and which often hurry people into re- 
solutions they are unprepared, to fulfil, the 
conflict was strong in the present case ; the 
call, coupled with the name of the Lord, was 
like a summons from Heaven ; and the fn^ht- 
ful end of the persons struck dead, for with- 
holding that from the Church which was of less 
moment, than that of withholding themselves 
from Hini who says — ^Cri'oe me thy hearty* 
operated so powerfully upon them, that a visi- 
ble profession was the result. They stood 
confused, and pale vnth fear, while others 
exulted in the God of their salvation. 

Another example of this kind occurred at a 
fellowship meeting at Carville. Crister direct- 
ed his way to the singing pew, at the moment 
a hallowed influence was felt by the people 
and cautioned any against leaving the chapel^ 
who were solicitous of the divine favour with- 
out securing it. All who were penitent were 
requested to stand up ; some hesitated : but 
fifteen persons pressed towards the singing 
pew, and several entered into Christian liberty. 

From the effect produced by the case of 
Annaniag^ at Bxandling Place, he was requested 
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to give it— being denominated his - giin»" 
on another occasion. He did fso u in point 
of effect, there was a wo^ fai<uie ; and when 
the two instances were namea to him after- 
wards, he had the piety and good sense to 
remark, — '^ God put it into my mind at the one 
place, but man asked for it at the other ; and 
God helped me in his own work, in a way that 
.man could not do !'* This shows that he was 
not a mere tool in the liands of others for the 
purpose of " J^etting up," so to speak, a kind of 
religious exhibition. When left to himself, he 
was free, powerful, and often highly imagina- 
tive — sbnply attending to the dictates of the 
Spirit in nis heart, as to matter — and to the 
more simple dictates of nature, as to manner : 
and this is the way to keep the work in the 
hand of God» without the imprudent interfer- 
ence of man. In preaching, it is very different: 
a certain preparation is necessary for the pul- 
pit, which would scarcely comport with ihe 
cheerful warblings and overflowings of spirit in 
xneet^gs for Christkn communion, where one 
heart is tuned to another — where all is har- 
mony and melody, and yet there is nothing 
like "set music" expected. And Crister him- 
self could say, to M!r. R. S. Stanle}', whom lie 
had heaid preach some time before, and who 
had cited a piece from the emblems of Quurles, 
" Now, bless you, let us have Justice, Mercy, 
and Jesus to-day ;" a si^n tliis, that he was 
** not a forgetful hearei *' 

t 
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With an air of Chtutam cheerfulness, when 
once in a love-feast at Fawdon, he looked 
round upon the pec^le, andbein^ in a situation 
where he could see nearly the whole, he said, 
^ Let mc look at your faces ; I should like us 
to know each other, when we reach Heaven ; 
and it appears to me, if we feel and pray as we 
do now, we shall shall get there. We must 
walk in the way, if we wish to gain the end/' The 
possibility, nay — the probability, of saints upon 
earth knowing each other in Heaven, was often 
the subject of delightful anticipation with Oris- 
tcr : and certainly the advocates of cognition 
rather than recognition, have less evidence to 
support their sentiments than the latter. There 
was cognition in the case of Peter on the 
Mount, when he realized the persons of ^^ Moses 
and Elias ;" but having seen and known them 
there, it would not be difficult to recognise 
them in Heav^i. But there are numerous in- 
ferential intimations to be collected on the 
subject in the sacred pages. Wlto was it that 
told Adam» that Eve was to be his wife, when 
she was introduced to his presence? Who 
was it that informed the rich man, in the pro- 
found depths of hell, that yonder personage-^ 
changed in appearance and glormed, in the 
heights of Heaven, was Lazarus, who recenihr 
lay at his gates ? To say, that this is partMe 
alters not the question ; for while history shows 
what has been, parMs shows what mojf be ; 
and hence the probMlH^ of recognition. Look 
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there upon Saul, with a foial old beldam for 
his companion, and his peison completely di^ 
ifui80d% Who is it— thus accompanied and 
thus disfigured^ that informs Samuel, it is the 
Jewish monarch who appears in his presence ? 
Should such knowledg^e be referred to God in 
one case, we have only to refer it to Him in 
another, with a view to obviate the same difii* 
culties. But who is to inform St. Paul at the 
last day, that such and such persons in the im- 
mense crowds placed before him, have beea 
brought to a knowledge of the truth through 
his minkstiy ? They are to be his crown of re- 
joicing in Heaven. But knowledge must form 
the basis of his joy ; he must know them, pre- 
viously to his rej<Hcing in them. 

Crister was not a man that busied himself in 
other people's concerns. His conversation w&s 
emphatically religious. When he heard of the 
extension of the work of God in any particular 
place, he assumed the character of a messenger 
of glad tidings ; and like a courier, would have 
communicated it from post to post ; sometimes 
when passing the house of a friend in haste, 
either naming it in the door-way, or, in louder 
accents, sending it through the window, with 
his &ce against the ^lass« It was only with 
his most intimate friends, however, that he 
"would presume on the latter, and when hasteki- 
ing h<»ne from the pit in his working habili- 
ments^ unwilling that they should remam longei 
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w thout knowing what would yield as much 
delight to them as to himself. 

Nor were his calls to duty less frequent In 
a morning, when going to the pit, at two 
o'clock, he has been known to knock at the 
door of his friend R. 6., and with the knock 
to say, ^^ Come, Robin, my lad, get up and go 
to prayer." This would have been annoying 
to many, but Crister knew that Robin loved to 
hear the voice of prayer. Being connected too, 
in the pit — as is often the case, with an irreli- 
gious character, he, in addition to private ad- 
dresses and rebukes, went to the house of the 
man one morning about half an hour before 
the time of setting off to work. The man wns 
a little suspicious of his design, from the tone 
of his conversation, and various movements, 
tlmt he wished to propose prayer ; and to be 
befordiaud with him, he said, just as they wese 
ready to go—" Let us pray :" accordingly, the 
man engaged first, and Crister next. A cer- 
tain preparation had been in progress in the 
mind of the man, unknown to Crister, and he 
was ready for the exercise, in which they often 
afterwards engaged. 

Conversing with a friend one day, on reli- 
gious subjects, he drew a little closer to him, 
and in a kind of half whisper, said, ** Let us 
take care what we say, — there is a preacher 
standing close by us." His companion, as 
heedless as he was unsuspicious of any one 
neat, turned round, and saw a cod standing by 
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his side. ** That,'* subjoined Crister, " was one 
of P^er^j Preachers." This was admonitory, 
and told the friend^ who reqnired the caution 
to be watchful. 

When, in his remarks, he was led to make 
an observation or two upon character or office, 
he was generally pointed— often instructive— 
and almost invariably on the side of candour. 
Speaking of a preacher, he said, " His preach- 
ing is just like a snotoy day ; it does not only 
fall softy but searehesy and finds its way through 
every crevice ; it hits all — it misses nothing." 
Of another, he said, ** He has a large body. 
May tha Lord grant him an enlarged soul ! and 
may the whole soul be thrown into God's 
work ; and in that work may both be worn 
out!" 

On a preacher being appointed to the cir- 
cuit, he manifested the anxiety of a person ex- 
pecting a relative or absent friend, to obtain 
the first glance of him ; and as his patience 
rarely held out till he appeared before the con- 
gregation, he would make repeated calls at the 
house of Mr. Reay, enquiring — ** Has he come 
yet V On his arrival, he was certain of a wel- 
come from Crister. After the usual salutation, 
he asked a young preacher, with his wonted 
ardour, and a degree of abruptness, ** What do 

iron preach for?" Perceiving him a little at a 
OSS for an answer, in consequence of not ftilly 
comprehending his meaning—" Do you preach 
for souls ?" he subjoined. The manner, as well 



^ too THS wall's end MINl^B. 

as the time, of proposing such a qaestioii, would 
have carried vrith it an air of impertinence, 
from the lips of many other men ; but from 
Crister — to those who knew him, it was a ques- 
tion of solicitude for the prosperity of the 
church ; and as he entertained the highest 
opinion of the preachers, he expected an 
answer only in the affirmative. 

With a view to suppress all false reasoning, 
and to inspire genuine confidence in God, he 
adverted to the case of the disciples, when on 
the coasts opposite to Dalmanutha, without the 
persons to whom he was speaking being aware 
of his design. He graphically represented 
^the twelve" in social discourse with each 
other, and expressing, in the temporary ab- 
sence of their Master, their doubts and fears 
respecting Him, together with His works, with 
great freedom. Just at the moment they were 
beginning to warm, as " they reasoned among 
themselves," Jesus unexpectedly appeared in 
the midst of them, abruptly, and pointedly 
asking, while fixing his rebuking eye upon each 
** ye of little faith ! why reason ye among 
yourselves 1" — ^*' What a magery' said Crister, 
flashing his own reproving eye upon those for 
whom he intended it, — ^* Whot & mcuier* that 
would be for the disciples ! Why, they would 
scarcely know whero to put their heads t They 

* How it would surprise and confimnd ! 
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weuld be quite ashamed <^ themselves." Con- 
nected witti this, was a practical improvement ; 
—that our Lord is unchangeable in His good- 
ness and power — what he once did he can still 
do— men should reason less, and believe more 
—the Divine eye is upon us in every place, 
and the Divine ear is open to our remarks. 

^Wild fire I" he exclaimed one day: "I 
have had the fire of heaven burning on the 
altar of my heart, for the last twenty years. 
People may call it what they like ; it keeps me 
warm and comfortable, and I am resolved to 
keeja up the flame." He knew, that as the 
fire in toe Jewish temple was never permitted 
to become extinct, but was fed by night and 
by day ; so in the human temple, the fire of 
Divine love, of which the other was an emblem, 
was never designed to be otherwise than bright 
and anunating. '^People," said he, on the 
same subject, ** talk about not being able to get 
through their work. There is nothing like the 
love df God for this. I can get through twice 
as much with it, as without it. It bears the 
mind with cheerfulness above it, and inspires 
the body with fresh energy to do it." He 
knew as well the difference between heavenly 
and ^ strange fire," as he did between natural 
heat and an artificial flame ; and while othen\ 
** baked bread upon the coals" of the idols they 
bad made, as in the days of Isaiah, he only 
would receive the bread which cometh down 
$om heaven* as he was resolved to live under 
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the animating influence of its genuine fires. As 
the "living creatures," thererore, of Ezekiel, 
the " appearance" of Christians in his estima- 
tion, was to be that of " burning coals of fire." 
— Showing the best way of settling a disputed 
point, where the case would admit of it, by a 
reference to deeds rather than wordSy he ad-: 
▼ertcd to the case of John Baptist, who sent 
his disciples to Jesus, enquiring, ** Art thou he 
that should come, or do we look for another ?" 
" Here," said the domestic expositor, instead 
of answering them in so many words, our 
Lord immediately set to work to perform a few 
more miracles, and in these he said, * Go, and 
show John again those things which tb dogear 
and see : the blind receive their sight, and the 
lame walk ; the lepers are cleansed, and the 
deaf hear ; the dead are raised up, and the 
poor have the gospel preached to them. And 
blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended 
in me.'" Then, comprehended in a single 
remark or two, followed a pointed improve- 
ment or application : and although he might 
not in every instance be in critical accordance 
with the context, yet it is remarkable to find, 
how — ^unaided by note or comment, correct 
his views in general were, and with what ap- 
titude and readiness he could ellucidate and 
apply the sacred text on particular occasions. 
One fine trait in his character was, that, on 
giving ofience to any one— though unintentional 
OB his part, he was never satisfied till amitj 
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ims restored ; in order to which, he employed 
every mean in his power to gain access to the 
offended — ^generally terminating the unpleasant 
feeling in the house of the latter. The moment 
of ingress having arrived, he would seat himself 
in the family circle — ^relate some pleasant anec- 
dote, pointed with a good moral — proceed to 
what he had recently heard, seen, and enjoyed 
— and finding the hostile feelings turned down, 
he would propose prayer — that which puts all 
right, when rightly employed — and would then, 
without adverting to the old grievance, shake 
hands with the family, give them his hlessing, 
and depart. The way was thus prepared for 
future mtercourse. 

Speaking of the means of grace, and his own 
expectations in them, he surprised his friends 
into his views and feelings, by taking them in 
imagination to Jerusalem, and placing them be- 
fore " the gate of the temple, which is called 
Beautiful. " See," said he, ** * a man, lame 
from his mother^s womb.' Thither he had been 
carried, and there he is ' laid daily.' Ask him, 
poor thing, — * Do you expect to get any thing 
to-day ? while sitting there, begging alms/ His 
answer is, ^ To be sure I do, o^erwise I should 
never have left home.' Now, like the» beggar 
at the Beautiful ^te, I never go out without 
expecting to receive something ; and when I go 

* into the temple at the hour of prayer,' like 

* Peter and John,' I never wait there any length 
of time without recemng* I go expecting — I 
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continue asking — ^and I never come awajr 
disappointed." 

Life was ajaitme^ ; and while he secured a 
proper supply of provisions to support him on 
the road, he would say, with ^at earnestness 
and resolution, '' I am determmed, hy the help 
of God, to be at the end*^ — Life was a race i 
and with equal ardour, he would exclaim, *' No 
man shall have my crown; I am resolved to 
wear my own ; it will fit me best." He saw 
the goal at the end of the race, and the crown 
suspended over iTt. He took the goal on his 
way to the crown. He aimed at the ^' mark" 
of holiness, that he might secure the *^ prize of 
heaven," and in order to effect his purj^ose, he 
pursued his object with ardour, exclaimmg with 
the apostle, ^' This one thin^ I do, forgetting 
those things which are behmd, and (reaching 
forth unto those things which are before, I press 
toward the mark, for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus." 

He had been at Brunswick Place Chapel, 
Newcastle, on the first introduction of the gas 
into it ; and being at a season of the year, when 
a dim glow was scarcely perceptible to a person 
who knew the gas to be partially on, at the 
commencement of the service, and still less so 
to one not looking for it, he sat in the crowd 
insensible to every external object, except the 
preacher. The shades of the evening continu- 
VDLg to deepen, the features of the preacher be- 
gan at length to disappear : just at the moment 
a deep venerable gloom overshadowed tie whole 
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interior, the person who had the mana^ment 
of the gaa, turned the tap, and in the twinkling 
oif an eye filled the place with a body of pure, 
intense, and soft lignt, from so many distinct 
flames, the most liquid in their appearance, and 
the least offensive to human vision. It operated 
on Crister like the transfiguration upon the 
apostles, who, in all probability, closed their 
ejes beneath the *^ raven wing of night," and 
in the midst of its darkness and stillness, unex- 
pectedly opened them in the centre of a full 
Dlaze of glory — glory increased in its intensity 
by the gloom which preceded, and the ** black- 
ness of darkness" which still lay beyond. Being 
in a sweet &ame of mind, he seemed to have 
sprung into the regions of light, without once 
touching " the valley of the shadow of death" 
between. ** O," said he in his \varmth and sim- 
plicity afterwards, ^'it was like the sudden 
illummation of a human mind by the Spirit of 
God ; and aye, when God turns the tap, and 
says, * Let Uiere be lihgt,' darkness disappears 
IB an instant." It comported well with his 
Boiions of an instantaneous work, and with a 
body and mind formed for action. With thip, 
too, he was not only more deeply impressed, 
but sooner attracted. 

Passing along one of the streets in Newcastle, 
be made a momentary pause, to look at the un- 
loading of a cart before the door of a cheese- 
monger. ^ I watched the men," said he : ''one 
was in the cart, and the other was in the door- 
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way. He that was in the cart threw one cheese 
after another, as fast as he could ; and the man 
in the door-way was always ready to receive 
them ; he never once missed. You would have 
been astonished, if you had seen him, — ^he did 
it with such easCy and confidence, and readiness* 
I thought at the time, why, this is just \\ke faith 
and tfforks in the reception and use of gospel 
blessings. God has plenty to give ; we should 
stand in the way, and be ready to receive ; nay, 
we should be in a state of escpectation for the 
coming blessing ; and believing that it is intend- 
ed for tcs, we should lay hold of it with confi- 
dence, and then hand it to others. Aye, I should 
like to be a good kepper ; just ready to catch 
the blessings as they come, while the Lord, in 
his bounty, is dealing them out." — While em- 
ploying the provincialisms of kep, kepping, and 
a kepper, he conveyed the notion at the same 
time of a person playing with balls, fully confi- 
dent in his dexterity and skill, throwing . them 
up, and catching them in their fall, — several of 
them, and for a given period, without missing 
one ; only in his association of the men and the 
cheese, there was more of duty than sport, — 
something more substantially useful than hallsy 
— somethmg in the shape of a Stilton or a dou- 
ble Glo'ster, — or from the less remote dairies 
of Cheshire. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Progress in Piety — Active Christianity — His 
usual Place of Retirement — Answers to 
Prayer — Prays for the Preachers — Convert 
sions — He is not to he taken in all Things as 
as a Model — Personalities — His Theology — 
His Exemption from Frivolity—A Peculiarity 
in his Concwtions — His Conduct under severe 
providential Dispensations — Personal AjfliC' 
tion— Attempts to do Grood in a pecuniary 
Way — His Benevolence of Character— Chrate- 
ful Acknmoledgments—He aids a poor Widow 
^-Grateful Reeling — A Love-feast. 

Being always on the alert himself in matters of 
religion, he was a perpetual spur to the indiffer- 
ence of others. " Never," he would say, '* be 
on the same ground to-day, you were upon 
yesterday." He was like a bird on the wmg, 
and he would suffer no one around him, over 
whom he had the least influence, to slumber 
longer on the perch than what was necessary ; 
nor yet be idle, when awake. He was desirous 
to see all the followers of Jesus united in pull- 
ing along the ark of Christianity. On retiring 
from a meeting, in which many prayers had 
been offered up for the success of the gospel, 
and walking by the side of one df the local 
preachers, who had not exercised his gift on th« 
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occasion, he said, looking at him ^ith a rebuk- 
ing eye, '* Thou hast not made a splash to-day, 
but thou knowebt that thou shduldst >bave put 
out thine oar, and given a few good strokes/' 

On his children annoying him in moments of 
communion with God, and yet being engaged 
in such little amusements, as to render reproof 
and correction unnecessary, he would take up 
the key of the chapel, which place was nearly 
next to his own door, and would there lock 
himself in, and enjoy— undisturbed, the jHresence 
of his Maker in his own sanctuary. 

His partiality to prayer, and the frequent 
peculiarity of his manner, are subjects alluded 
to elsewhere ; but as tests of his sincerity in 
the exercise of the duty, and of the strength of 
his faith in his pleadings we must look to the 
issue. 

When Mr. Reay, his class-leader, met with a 
severe accident in the pit, by a &11 of stone 
from the roof, and from Uie effects of which 
there was not the most distant hope of ultimate 
recovery entertained by his medical attendants 
— the marvel being, after the crushing and 
breaking of bones, that he snrviyed at al^ Cris- 
ter was deeply distressed. Till about the eighth 
or tenth day, all were in despair except Gnster, 
who was about six days in advance of the whole 
with his &ith and hope. Many were his wrest- 
lings with Qod aa the behalf of his leader and 
his friend ; and on the third day after the ac- 
cident, he came to Mrs. Beay, who was unable 
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to pierce the cloud, with the animated lookpi 
and expression of a person who had discovered 
some hidden treasure, exclaiming, ''The Master 
will get better !" Mrs. R. enquired, " Why 
do you say so ?" *' I have just been praying, 
be returned, ** and the Lord has shown me, that 
he will go to chapel again with an up and a 
dm/m ;** meaning that he would recover, and 
go halting to the house of God. And such was 
the fact ; for as " the sun rose upon" Jacob 
after the angel of the Lord ** touched" him, and 
as he was enabled, through the good hand of 
God upon him, after " the sinew shrank," to 
** pass over Penuel," though " he halted on his 
thigh ;" so the same sun shone on Mr. Reay, 
who passed from his house to the chapel, and 
though " with an up and a down," walked be- 
fore Crister — pursuing the avocations of life, five 
ycsLTS after the afflictmg event, and was left to 
walk before others, after Crister's Own decease. 
As the revelation of his recovery was first made 
to this good man, and made in the exercise of 
prayer, Christianity warrants us to admit the 
j)rooability of his restoration being in answer to 
the devout breathings of his soul to Heaven, in 
connexion with the prayers of others. When 
Mrs. R. was seriously indisposed, his prayers 
were also offered up for her ; and one of the 
sentences, as strikmg for the alliteration, as 
it was distinguished for the fervour with which 
it was uttered — ** Lord, give her health or hea- 
ven," is worthy of record. She had tbe former, 
and was on the way to the latter. 
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On a Sabbath morning, Crister had been up 
early, as wont, and he was soon joined by a 
few friends, who united with him in prayer for 
the preacher for the day. One of the local 
preachers, who was planned for Carville, attend- 
ed to his appointments. He had fixed on his 
texts, and made such preparation for addressing 
his auditories, as comported with the ability he 
possessed. The afternoon service passed off as 
previously intended ; but the mind became 
unsettled with regard to the evening, in conse- 
quence of the text and subject selected, becom- 
ing matters of perplexity. He opened his mind 
to a friend, who wisely and religiously advised 
him to yield to the impressions respecting any 
other subject that might be proposed, and with 
which he might be impressed — ^a httle suspi- 
cious, perhaps, lest the stirrings of vanity should 
be in it. He took the advice — retired after tea 
— when a text which had occurred was sought 
for, and with some difiiculty found. He took 
it up, without seeing his way clearly into it, 
and without being entirely free from soo^e dis- 
tracting preferences with regard to the one pre- 
viously fixed upon. Here he stood, as between 
two parties — one pulling in one direction, and 
the other in another, with the argument of pre- 
paration on the one hand, and that of impres- 
Han on the other — the natural texture of his 
mind giving its voice in favour of the former. 
He went to chapel, and reminded undecided, 
till nearly the close of the second hynm, when 
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he threw himself on the text at a venture^ with 
such materials as he could abstoict firom other 
subjects, and dove-tail into the passage, praying 
for still further li?ht into it. The enlaT;^ent 
which he experienced was remarked by his 
hearers— a circumstance apparently of rare 
occurrence in his case ; while to himself, he 
seemed to be a mere machine in the hand of God, 
who was employing him for his own purposes, 
without the power to guide, or having the credit 
of being master of his own thoughts. ' The only 
key to this is, the conversion of Jhe persons under 
the evening sermon — a proof, too, that God will 
occasionally step out of his common track in 
eminently honouring instruments the most un- 
likely ; and how &r, in the mysterious proceed- 
ings of God— whom we cannot suppose to have 
deserted the Christian pulpit, the prayers of 
Cnster and his friends influenced the case, eter- 
nity alone will reveaL It will be admitted, at 
all events, that if there was more prayer for the 
success of preachers, and less said on the sub- 
ject df their separate qualifications — an evil to 
which the preacher himself was prone, both the 
church and the world would profit more by their 
discourses. 

Some time after this, Crister, Who clung to 
the preachers of the gospel like a child to his . 
nurse, set one of them, in company with some 
other friends, on part of his road home through . 
the fields. It was when the days were short : 
the night was cold and dark ; the foot-path 

9 
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was little more than dimly visible ; but before 
this devotional spirited man could leave the 
person who had been feeding him with the 
bread of life, he would have a prayer-meeting ; 
and, accordingly, at the point of parting, in the 
open air, he turned his face to the stars twink> 
Hng through the azure vault above, as Daniel 
tunicd his face to Jerusalem, and implored the 
blessing of heaven upon each of the party, but 
especially on him who had thus been minister- 
ing to them — praying that he might be still 
more abundantly useful in promoting the salva- 
tion of souls. This was not a solitary case. He 
has been know to pause in the middle of a turn- 
pike road, whether in the dark or in the light, 
to pray aloud on parting with a friend, and to 
request that friend to pray with him for a mu- 
tual blessing. These brief, and apparently er- 
ratic movements, were like so many safety 
valves for the purpose of letting off his effer- 
vescing feeling. By a lady, like Mrs. Trollope, 
who, in her book on America, has given a lu- 
dicrous caricature, of the Methodists m the Vest 
of the United States, such conduct would 
scarcely be deemed decorous : but Crister re- 
collected the " river side** prayer-meeting at 
**Philippi," of which another example still 
awaits the reader. Not only so, but he knew, 
tliat Elijah's cave, David's depths, Jeremiah's 
dungeon, Daniel's den, and Jonah's fish, were 
all consecrated by prayer, and became places 
c^ wo .ship, for the time being, to their several 
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proprietors. The old Duke of Bedford was ac- 

t customed to say, ** I consider the prayers of 

if Ood's ministers and people as the best walls 

it round my house." On the same principle, they 

; arc the best fence around a field. The place 

^ "where prayer is offered up, becomes ** holy 

t- ground ;" and in no place is it unacceptable to 

i. the Divine Being, when the worshipper is sin- 

? cere — except in hell, which shows not only the 

madness of deferring it, but the propriety of its 

constant exercise. Wherefore, said Jesus, 

^ Men ought alwa3rs to pray, and not to fkint." 

He made it a constant point to pray for the 

£reacher whom he was going to hear. " O, 
lOrd,'' said he, in reference to one, ** grant that 
the moment thy servant places his foot on the 
pulpit stairs, he may nse a step into thee ! 
With the second, may rise another step into 
thee ! And thus may he continue to rise, step 
after step, till he reach the top !" The excellent 
man, who heard him pray, before he went to 
chapel, could not but advert to the petitions 
which had thus gone to heaven before he enter- 
ed ; and as he ascended the sacred stand, he 
could not but feel their influence. The sub- 
stance of a petition like this, for a Christian 
minister, is no more than what the psalmist 
prayed for on the behalf of the multitude, when, 
•with holy ardour, he said — *^ Save thy people, 
and bless thine inheritance ; feed them aJso^ 
and lift them up for ever." 
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Nor were his prayers confined to those by 
whom he was immediately benefitted and sur- 
roimded. For a firiend many miles distant, he 
broke out in the middle of prayer, when in a 
family, naming him — " 0, bless him. Thou 
knowest. Lord, that Satan has been long anxious 
for his death ; but disappoint him ; spare the 
useful life of thy servant yet longer ; and let 
him still be made the successful mstrument of 
thinning the black ranks of hell !" Friendship, 
—like 3l friendship founded on Christian prin- 
ciple, had no blank in him ; it lived in his afEeo- 
tions, whether in the presence or the absence 
of its object. 

When he veas in company with persons who 
partook in some measure of his own spirit and 
views, and shared in the liveliness of his own 
fancy, it was dangerous for gravity to be near. 
He was praying in the house of a fnend on a 
Saturday evening, and being desirous that Mr. 
C, who knelt by his side, should be in the 
spirit on the Lord's day, he abruptly turned his 
face towanb him, and asked in a hurried man- 
ner, as if hemming in a parenthesis to the prayer 
— ^ Where vrill you be to-morrow ?' Mr. C, 
with equal quickness, returned, *^ If you had 
been inspirM^ you would have known Uiat !'* 
Orister, not in the least disconcerted, and as if 
there had been no pause in the petitions, in* 
stantly turned his thoughts to the nupiraUonB 
of the Holy Ghost, vrithout which the word is 
but a ^ dead letter," and the minister himself 
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a ^ tinkling cymbal,'' and piayed most fervent- 
ly, that both preacher and people— in whatso* 
ever part of the vineyard the former might be 
appomted to labour, might be inspired from 
above. Happily, he had but few imitators in 
these outbreakings. They were tolerated in 
himself ; but in another, they had been as in« 
sufierable, as they would have appeared un- 
natural. It is one of those evils which seems to 
be left as an entail upon imitators,— that where 
there is an imperfection in a person admired or 
loved, the imperfection is next to certain to be 
adopted, and to appear most conspicuous as a 
graft. It almost mvariably grows out like an 
unseemly excrescence on the rind of a tree. 

It was not only with others, that he would 
have indulged in these occasional aberrations^ 
which are noticed by way of introducing the 
reader to real character, and which can only be 
viewed as imperfections, but he would some- 
times soliloquise for a few sentences in the 
midst of a prayer, giving question and answer, 
as in a regular conversation, without the slight* 
est apparent chasm, or any diminution of devo- 
tional feeling. Thus, after having been praying 
a short time, and recollecting that he was sur- 
rounded by those, with whom he had often 
conversed on religious topics, and for whose 
salvation he had often prayed, he said ; *' O 
Lord, there are a number of people of whom no 
one knows what to make. We say to them, 
* when are you going to class V They say, *soon .** 
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But toon neyer comes. This man beside me" 
*-a person of whom be bad a pretty correct 
knowledge, ** is perbaps saying, ' Crister means 
me.' Yes — I am going to be very plain ; I do 
mean bim." Then, in an instant, and with tbe 
utmost fervour, be prayed for individual salva- 
tion. Thougb cbarity forbids a ckssification of 
tbese tbings witb *' spots" in ancient '^ feasts," 
sbe does not — wbile exborting tbe ** strong lo 
bear tbe infirmities of tbe weak," allow us 
eitber to countenance, encourage, or glory in 
8ucb freedoms wbile kneeling at a tbone of 
gmce. 

His personalities were not at all of a maligp- 
nant character, let out upon objects of aversion, 
in order to gratify bostile feelinc^, or punish 
previous indiscretion ; but invariably indulged 
with an eye to the person's benefit — to humble, 
instruct, or otherwise improve. A man who 
bad been a few weeks in the service of God, 
and who bad previously led a very dissolute 
life — carrying in all probability some indications 
of long induced habits, observing in tbe com- 
mencement of bis experience, in a social meet- 
ing, " I have been a great sinner :" Crister, who 
sat directly opposite to him, and as if to rivet 
the sentence by affirming his faith in it, said, 
looking at bim witb an eye of pity, ^ Aye, thou 
look'st like it." This, in him, was the pure 
language of tenderness, to a being over whom 
be could weep, and for whom he prayed. 

He was rarely otherwise than instnictive, 
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whether he prayed or dificoursed ; and in the 
latter case, old subjects often appeared in the 
garb of novelty. ** I have just been thinking/' 
said he to some friends, ^' how David would 
have done, when anxious to let the people know 
what God had done for his soul. I could ima- 
gine him going to the comer of a house, where 
several roads met, and where multitudes were 
passing and re-passing. He s^ets a stone, places 
it against the wall, and standing upon it, cries 
out, * Come and hear all ye that fear God, and 
I will tell you what he hath done for my soul.' 
Praised be the name of the Lord, I just feel the 
same desire as David did to make known the 
goodness and mercy which he has shown me." 
Humble as this form bf address is, and void as 
many of his witticisms and sayings were of the 
embellishments of education and literature, they 
were nevertheless acceptable to that class of 
persons among whom he lived, and whose bene- 
fit he sought. His sentimentaUt^ was the out- 
letting of a thinking mind — a mmd too, which 
worked its own way, in defiance of every im- 
pediment which might appear to obstruct its 
researches and conclusions. His theology, apart 
from his illustrations, was the theology of the 
pulpit, in cottage costume, and his brethren 
Knew him much better in the home-spun dress 
of humble life, than in what often amounts to 
the gilt and tinsel of polished society. 

Yet, in the midst of some of his httle personal 
failles — never employed bat with the best in- 
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tention, as has been obserredy and for the leal 
good of the individual ooncemed, it is difficali 
to withhold our approval of his fideUty. He 
would never for a moment, whether entertained 
in the house of rich or poor, allow a compromise 
of Christian character with mere etiquett^ or 
conceal his opinion of the moral and religions 
condition of the sevend members of the fiamilj. 
A person of wealth, under whose roof he was 
hospitably treated as a guest, being what is de- 
nominated '*a free liver," experienced the 
weight of both his exhortations and interces- 
sions. 

While engaged infamUj prayer^ he dwelt 
emphatically on the habits mdulged by the head 
of the house, and then, as if to encourage him 
to break away at once j&om every sinful bond, 
he exclaimed, ^^ Bless the Lord, it is possible—^ 
there is hope — ^the angels may have yet to say, 
and that some day soon, ^ Lift up your heaiJs, 
O ye fixates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting 
doors, -—and let old such an cne f naming him; 
come in ; — here he is, the an^^c hosts will 
say, — we have long be^ lookmg for him ; — 
saved at last !" Such an extacy of feeling ac- 
companied the sentiments, that heaven itself 
seemed opened on the occasion, and nothing 
appeared wanting but the sinqple consent of 
tne will-^he simple turn of <xie heart, as upon 
a pivot, to gladden the spirits of both *^ the 
i watchers" above, and the ^ dwellers" below. 
Notwithstanding the ahnost invariable cheer- 
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&ilness which he manifested^ it never degener^ 
ated into frivolity. It was the pkyfuUness of 
the lamby whenever it was permitted to enter 
within the hare precincts of hilarity'—innocent 
in itself^ and without the slightest evil tendency 
to others ; and was so tempered with the good 
and the charitable, that it was impossible not 
to perceive, that it originated in the sunshine 
of the heart — in progressive piety— in a con- 
sciousness that he was on the move towards a 
better place, with an improved state of feeling. 
And as his native buoyancy was never permitr 
ted to betray him into improprieties incident 
to such characters, so neither did the adverse 
movements of Providence ever occasion unusual 
depression. While he felt like a parent, and 
sympathized as a man and a friend, he could 
still adopt the apostolic language, as expressive 
of his experience, ^as soirov^l, yet always 
rejoicing. His sincerity, and the peculiarly 
Cnristian views he entertained on providence 
and grace, would admit of nothing else. . He 
seemed to have a vision of his own very often ; 
and hke a person sitting in the same room with 
his friends, and under the same circumstances, 
would either be enjoying a landscape in the 
act of looking out upon it at one window, while 
they were gazing upon the suxzoundiag district, 
in a contrary direcuon, from another ; or, if not 
seated alone, with his own view, but looking^ 
itom the same casement with those around him, 
would be certain to fix his eye on the brightest 
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and most cheerful spots, while they were repos- 
ing on others, with their more neutral tints, in 
tbS sliade. Some of the larger objects, and 
broader outlines would be embraced by his com- 
panions, while many of the intermediate fillings^ 
both in the extreme distance and at hand, upon 
which nature had bestowed the greatest har- 
mony of proportion and delicacy of colourings 
were delighting his own vision. The one would 
frequently pass over what would arrest the at- 
tention of the other. He would pick up a 
flower, and either point out beauties which had 
remained invisible to his associates, or would 
admire it in silence, with a countenance expres- 
sive of the pleasure he experienced, in survey- 
ing that which he might even fail to explain. 
But though he occasionally broke down for 
want of words to describe a thing as it actually 
appeared in nature, or was represented to his 
mental eye, he generally succeeded to admira- 
tion, when he sought to illustrate one subject 
by another, and rarely failed to deepen the in- 
terest. 

The writer has been partly led into these re- 
flections, by the occurrence of two or three 
painful providences in the history of Crister, in 
which God, in the language of the *^ wise wo- 
man," was pleased to ^* quench his coal." He 
had two boys killed ; one in the pit and another 
above ground. The latter was run over by one 
of the coal-waggons, and was from six to seven 
years of age. He was a beautiful boy, and fiill 
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of interest. The fiist time his father attended 
his class after the accident, he observed to the 
leader and to his classmates, in a somewhat 
chastened tone, '' It seems as though the Lord 
had come down to look about me, like the gar- 
dener, going into his orchard to examine the 
fruit trees. He goes from one to another ; and 
baying carefully gone his round, he puts forth 
bis hand, and plucks one that bears the best 
and ripest fruit. The boy whom the Lord has 
been|pleased to take from me, was the best among 
all my other children, and therefore the fittest 
for his own gamer. Not my will but Thine be 
done r* As he felt perfectly resigned to the 
vrilL of God after the accident, so there was a 
certain preparedness of feeling to meet it. The 
▼ery week before it occurred, he said in a public 
meeting, that his sole wish was, " to be a mere 
cipher in the hand of God — perfectly passive — 
to be any thing or nothing." The friends who 
beard him, on being informed of his bereave- 
ment, could not but advert with devout feel- 
ings to the sentiments of the previous week ; 
and certainly, they harmonized admirnbly with 
what followed. While Seneca pours forth his 
laudatory strains in favour of the masculine and 
heroic bravery of the Stoics, who put off the 
man, and trod above the stage of human fortune 
and accidents. Religion has a much nobler 
subject for eulogy in such a person as Crister, 
who, while he feels as a man, is resigned as a 
Christian,— uniting in himself, as it wert, a 
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doable character. He stooped, and struck sail 
to the Providence of God ; for he well knew, 
that whatever disasters be£Ed a good man in his 
family, unoccasioned by himself they are the 
work of a permissive Providence, and that in 
all the dispensations in which the wisdom of 
God has the greatest share, and the vrisdom of 
man the least, there is greater cause for adora- 
tion than censure — ^for resignation than com- 
plaint. ^ Thunderbolts," it is stated by one of 
the ancients, ** are never more just, than when 
they are adored b^ him who is thunderstruck." 
Personal afflictions were borne with equal 
patience with those of a domestic cliaracter. 
^ I have been poorly," said he to a friend one 
day, who was enquiring after his health ; ^^ and 
though I have not been entirely laid aside from 
work, I have found it rather hard to do the little 
1 have done. I sometimes compare myself to 
an out-patient of the Infirmary. 1 am not quite 
bad enough to be taken in ; and God keeps 
handing me out a little strength now and then, 
like medicine. In His hand I keep improving, 
though slowly. But all is well within." £U8 
breast, which was to a certain extent proof 
against his own sufferings, was nevertheless 
tender towards those who were the subjects of 
fiitherly chastisement ; and so much so^ that, 
in visiting the sick, he seemed to go to relieve 
himself rather than the sufferer— relieve himself 
of those yearnings and meltings of heart which 
he ezpeiiHified with regard to their preset and 
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eternal welfare. This is the man, who is sick 
with another's sickness, and yet triumphs over 
his own ! For a man to grieve for his own suf- 
feringSy is weakness ; not to grieye for those of 
others, argues a perversity of feeling which 
ought to be dreaded ; such a man has cause to 
complain, not of Providence, but of himself, — 
not on account of what he suffers, but because 
of what he has merited. 

Adverting to the season, an4 the afflictions 
of others,—^" This," said he, " is the time when 
a number of persons go to Gilsland Wells for 
the benefit of health ; some with one complaint, 
and some with another ; and all go with a be^ 
Hef that they shall recover. Glory be to God, 
we have Jesus, the well-spring of eternal life 
and salvation. This fountain is always open. 
All may come here,— the poor, the sick, the 
halt, the blind, — aye, and that without money 
and without price. Let them only dive in, and 
they are sure to be healed." Then, in allusion 
to his own trials and sufferin;^, he remarked, 
** As I was coming down the inclined waggon- 
way to-day, and was passing by the monkies* 
in rotation, it came powerfuuy to mind, that I 
was on my journey to heaven. I thought, on 
passing the monkies, it was like passing the ex* 
ercises of life — a whirl and away again. I had 

* Monkies, so called, are metal rollers in the middle of 
the wafgon-wav, over which the rope passes, and hy 
which It Is aided in its progress* 
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passed many ; on looking back, anumbet were 
out of sight ; on looking forward, I could per- 
ceive an end ; — and I knew the lasi would 
come ; and O, if ready, then — 

** Far from % world of gripf and sia, 
With Ood eternally shut in." 

In thus applying some specific object to passing 
experience, his mind often felt a temporary re- 
lief from those distressing occurrences which 
sometimes heuve with the impetuosity and 
fierceness of the billows of the deep — threaten- 
ing to dash out, as from the sand, every lovely 
principle of religion, and leave the mind verging 
towards the whirlpool of despair. ^ The Lord 
has been using the rod," said he at another 
period, ** but it is all in love, — it is the hand of 
a Father. The more a man strikes the spaniel, 
the closer it will cleave to him. Bless the Lord, 
the more he afiiicts, the closer I will clmg to 
him." 

While Crister employed every mean in his 
power to support himself and his family, he was 
perfectly dead to the world, so far as a wish for 
temporal prosperity went, as well as perfectly 
satisfied with every dispensation of God with 
regard to his health. He was in fact one of 
those men, who, agreeably to an opinion of 
Malvezzi*s, would ratlier have preferred adver- 
sity than prosperity, though the latter might 
have been calculated upon — ^not m the way of 
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desert, but from his piety and industry* He - 
knew enough, in voyaging across the ocean of 
life, to convince hiro, that greater numbers are 
vnrecked in the Pacific, or, in other words, in 
the haven of tranquility, than amidst the billows 
of conflicting disasters. Adversity is calculated 
to humble, and therefore it is, that the good 
man, with a fair proportion of this ballast, holds, 
bis way — king-like, under ks pressure ; whereas, 
prosperity tends to swell and inflate the mind, 
and so perverts the whole. Besides — to accom- 
modate ourselves to the language of the world, 
if every man has his/ofttine, and every fortune 
its wheels where, it may be demanded, is the 
propriety of complaining ? The wheel of no man 
can descend so much one way, as not neces- 
sarily to ascend another. Those persons alone, 
complain of what they call fortune, who have 
their souls so firmly attached to their bodies, 
that when one precipitates, the other descends 
with it. The Christian, whose soul possesses 
one part of the wheel, and his body another, is 
always at adverse points. So it was with Cris- 
ter ; as the body descended grave-ward, the 
soul mounted to heaven. He bore his head — 
aye, and his heart too, — ^for his treasure and his 
conversation were in heaven, above the clouds : 
tempests could not reach him ; he was neither 
shaken by the winds, nor smitten by the light- 
ning. 

• Limited as were his means of doing good, he 
employed them as far as they would carry him ; 
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and wa« even ujiyentivey in the benevolence of 
his heart, in promoting their enlargement. The 
chapel at Carville "was repaired and beautified 
in the spring of the year before his death ; and 
a collection being to be made, to de&ay the 
expenses, he was among the more active to 
meet the demands, both by personal applica- 
tions for pecuniary aid, and by inviting people 
to attend the services on the day of opening. 
To a friend, whom he met in the streets of New- 
castle, he said, '^ You must come to our open- 
ing to-morrow." Some impediments being in 
the way, they of course were offered as an ex- 
cuse for not acceding to the request. "' Well, 
then," returned Crister, ^^you must jrive me 
something to put into the box for you. This 
bein^ readily granted, and to show the person 
that ne would lose nothing by his absence from 
the services of the occasion, Crister quietly and 
simply observed, as he put the money into his 
pocket, '^ You will get a blessing for this, for 
we always pray for those who give us any 
thing," 

In addition to private applications, and what 
he had purposed m his heart to j^ve of his own» 
he was led to contribute in another way from. 
that which he at first meditated. Thomas 
Ellerton, a boy already noticed, and to whom 
he had been extremely useful, came to him and 
expressed a wish that he had something to con- 
tribute on the occasion, bemoaning his poverty. 
Crister sympathized wiUi his little class^mate^ 
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who himself was a child among children. The 
boy, as has also been observed, went by the 
name of ^ Th4 little Old McmJ^ among the 
seniors in society, because of his stability, good 
sense, and sedative habits. As Crister intended 
to go to the extent of what his puiSe would 
allow for himself, he was a little puzzled how 
to relieve the feelings of his juvenile favourite. 
However, he sent him away, saying, ** I think 
I shall be able to contrive something for you." 
It was not long before he told him, that he had 
hit on a plan of relief. " We have a good few 
leeks," said he, " in our garden ; and as there 
are more that we shall be likely to want, you 
shall have what we can spare. If you think 
you can find a market for them, you shall sell 
them ; you shall have one half of the money, 
and I will take the other, and the whole shall 
be put into the collection." The boy instantly 
sprung at the offer ; a wheel-barrow was bor- 
rowed — the leeks were pulled, and laid in it— 
the young salesman went through the village, 
the neighbouring hamlets, and some of the 
more distant places — and continued his toil, 
till he sold the whole. He . returned home, 
^ though faint," in triumph, bearing his prize 
like a Grecian from the Olympic games and 
made an offering to the Lord of the whole of 
his share of the sales, to the delight of the wri- 
ter, who made the appeal to tne liberality of 
the public on the occasion. Others might have 
given of their abundance-^Crister gave what 

10 
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ne could spare of his penuiy— and this little 
cellow ffave the whole of that which had be- 
come his all* These " leeluT imparted greater 
joy of heart both to the giver and the seller than 
the whole growth of Egypt could have yielded 
to the languishing Israelites ; and the action 
will retain its verdure in the recollection of those 
who witnessed it, much longer than the wreath, 
composed of the olive, the pine, the apple, and 
the parsley, according to the weU-known Greek 
epigram, which adorned the brow of the Olym- 
pic victor. 

Crister, who never for^t a kindness, was in 
the freouent habit of takmg a part of the pro- 
duce oi his garden to persons to whom he felt 
himself laid under obhgation, and of presentmg 
them with the same. 

A poor widow, who had lived in the neigh- 
bourhood, was involved in great pecuniary am* 
tress. Crister heard of it ; and though poof 
himself, it was a treasure to have him for he? 
friend. He made an instant and powerM ap- 
peal to the different persons who nad a little to 
spare at Carville, and wiUi whom he could make 
free ; and from Carville he posted off to New- 
castle. At the latter place, he met with a gen- 
tleman in the street, who loved him, and could 
deny him nothing for which he asked. ^What 
now, Crister V*. *^ I want a little help. Sir, for a 
poor widow," he replied, stating her case. ^ I 
am without money at presenv' returned the 
j^entleman, ^f but go to my house,, and teU the 
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servant to give you such a sum^" naming the 

* amount. Crister modestly hitched in another 

sentence, which rendered the case a little more 

impressive, than he found he had made it by 

. previous statement. " Well," returned the 

, gentleman, '^ let so much be added to it, and 

. tell the servant I sent you." In this way, he 

procured ample relief, and made the widow's 

heart rejoice. 

Such was the native kindness of his heart, 
that he often felt as if the mercies of others 
were his own. " A friend of mine," said he, 
** in needy circumstances, had some beef and 
peas given to him the other day. Never did 
any thing come at a more acceptable time. 
Why, the man counted every pea as a mercy 
from God." That the man felt truly grateful, 
there is no doubt, but Crister's own happy feel- 
ing — being a partaker of his joy, aided him in 
the expression of it ; descending in the detail 
of mercies received, to a single pea ; an ac 
knowledgment only to be found on the lips of 
one whose heart was filled with adoring grati- 
tude to God. 

The relifi^ous character of Crister had reached 
the writers ears previously to his residence in 
Newcastle ; and as such persons occupy a more 
than usual share of his attention and regard, the 
eye was naturally directed towards him. His 
first appearance to the biographer was in a love- 
feast held in Brunswick Place Chapel, Septem- 
ber^ 1834. The circumstances were exceeaingly 
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favourable. The Rev. R. Aitkin, and Mr. 1^» 
Dawson were at that time on a visit to New- 
castle and its vicinity. It was emphatically a 
visit in eeasoth as well as a time of re/reshtnu* 
There was a great deal of high and holy feeling 
in the members of society, while they had to 
rejoice in an accession to their ranks. Crister 
participated in the general joy, as well as shared 
m the sacred influence that pervaded the relig- 
ious assemblies. The mind, like a fire, seemed 
idways at work — emitting sparks, which were 
caught by others. His wit on the occasion was 
spa&ling, and his figures appropriate ; but his 
spirit— his spirit exceeded all ; it was in heaven- 
ly places in Christ Jesus. The last time the 
writer conversed with him was at CarviUe, May 
l7th, 1885 ; and then, as he had been found in 
the intervals between, he waS on his way up- 
ward, singing and making melody, not only in 
his heart, but with his lips to the Lord. His 
joy might be described in the way that a fair 
author has described a brook, not as sliding 
quietly through a small green meadow, out as 
sounding its approach, as in the glad i^irit of 
its young life it comes leaping and dancing 
down a rocky gorge. His vras a ^fulness 
ofioy." 

in the course of the week preceding the love- 
feast, as he was on his way from the workings 
to the bottom of the pit shaft, in order to leave 
for the day, he came up to an old man, who 
was bent with his &ce downward cleaning out 
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the curved line in which the wheels of the cai^ 
riaffes run, upon which the corves are placed. 
Being a little dull of hearing, and intent on his 
work, Crister's hand was on his shoulder, and 
sending its echo along the working, before he 
was well aware of any one being nei» ; and 
with the clap, instantly followed — " Why, man, 
there is a crown hanging over your head!" 
Like one of Bunyan's inimitable characters, 
who is represented in a somewhat similar light, 
but as much more intent upon the earth, the 
old man turned his eye upward, as if to gaze 
upon some new appearance ; but on seeing 
Crister, the sentence was at once interpreted, 
and he had a lecture, not to forget the *^ things 
above," while engaged with ** things below," — 
to take heed to his own steps, while ** cretuinff" 
the way of the waggon. The circumstance 
was told with great effect, and without the 
least parade, by Crister, who carefully improved 
it in the love-feast. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

Singing — A Dream — Mr, Bramiwdl-^His Car*. 
cfMT Crister — A Ghirden — Honesty — Sudden 
CowversioM — A few of his last Days-^ Visit 

. to one of his Daughters^H<u a Prayer^MeeP' 
ingin a Field — Receives his last Ticket — 
Remarkable Escpressions^^Attends the Bed of 
the Dying — The Spirit of Prater — Fami^ 
Worship-^The Davy Jbamp — Descends the 
Pit for the Last Timo'^Fire'Damp'^Choko-' 
Damp. 

Pratrr and praise were the delight of his soul ; 
and as he was particularly apt at catching a 
tune, he very often imported a new one, on his 
Fetum from a visit to the societies ; thus ringing 
a constant change, with a view to enliven and 
elevate the mind. "Sweet Home*'—" Hallelujah** 
— ** Come to Jesus" — " Babylon," &c., were &- 
vourites ; and to give wider circulation to one 
with which he was greatly enamoured, he- 
poor as he was, employed the press. Though 
extremely partial to the sprightly in music, vet 
from the correctness of his ear, and the influ* 
ence which melody had upon his heart, he 
manifested less vitiated taste than is often found 
in humble life, and among persons possessed of 
stirring qualitiei^ with an inclination to revival* 
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ism* The introduction of tones more fit for the 
circus and the chase, than the house of God, is 
a subject of occasional regret ; and the misfor- 
tune IS, when once thej mid their way among 
persons similar to the originators — ^possessed of 
bad ears, weak heads, and warm hearts, they 
become exceedingly offensive, and are not easily 
abandoned. 

If the persons who take a lead in the singing, 
in Wesleyan Chapels, were to familiarize them-, 
selves with the tunes in Mr. Wesley's " Sacred 
Harmony," and in the Hymn Book, published 
in 1761, with the « Tunes Annext," the Body 
would be preserved from much reproach : for 
though the Founder of Methodism might not 
be able to compose music like a Mozart or a 
Handel, or fin^r the organ and piano with the 
execution of his nephews, Samuel and Charles, 
yet the works just noticed, show that he had 
exquisite knowledge in music, and an ear formed 
for the sweetest melody. Compare ** Cornish^* 
and several of the fine old tunes that have ceased 
to ascend to heaven, and ought to have been 
banded down as heirlooms to the great Wes- 
leyan Family to the end of the world, — and to 
which the people must again return, if they 
wish, as they were wont, to draw the crowd 
and enchant them with the divinity of their 
song,— compare, it is reiterated, some of these, 
with the horse-jockey abominations, which 
move in the current of persons of bad taste, and 
instantly the epigrammetic lines of Rochester 
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occur on Stemhold and Hopkins, and feelings 
are excited similar to those which his wit would 
attribute to the Psalmist, — though much less 
provoked on the part of the two old worthies, 
belonging to the establishment, than the mod- 
ems in question, with worse ears and better 
helps. In this way, Crister was not in the 
habit of offending. 

The late Rev. Wm. Bramwell, who, ani- 
mated as he was, had a fine ear for music, and 
amazing compass and sweetness of voice, — em- 
ploying, even in his preaching, the tenor, the 
treble, and the base, — each as distinct as in 
song. This excellent man, who had no extra- 
vagance in music, highly esteemed him for his 
piety and simplicity ; and Crister, with equal 
veneration, adverted to his character and labour 
of love. A short time before his death, he 
dreamed that he saw the sainted form of Bram- 
well, who told him to live in a state of prepara- 
tion for heaven, and then beckoned him away 
from earth. This, though a dream, had a happy 
influence on his mind, and became an incentive 
to holiness* It was sunny, and cheering in its 
character ; and its images, golden bright,glowed 
in his recollection. 

Crister and this excellent minister of God, 
very often repaired to the chapel, at Carville, 
as early as three o'clock in the moniing, for the 

Surpose of mutual prayer. On one occasion, 
Ir. B. called at his house in the course of the 
day, enquiring for him, without stating either 



•THS wall's end mimbb. 136 

bis object, or expressing a wisb to see bim. 
When Crister reached home, he was informed 
of the &ct, and proceeded to Mr. Reaj's, where 
Mr. B. was takme* up bis abode. On the latter 
beinfif informed, that Crister had called, and 
bein^ asked whether he had not been enquiring 
for hmi, he returned, without giving a direct 
answer, — " Step in." No sooner was the room 
door closed, than Mr. B. said, ^ Let us pray a 
bit ;" and so saying, knelt and prayed with his 
usual fervour. After him, Crister prayed ; and 
when the meeting concluded, Mr. B. without 
Bny further remark, grasped him by the hand, 
and dismissed him, sa3dng, '* There, that will 
do." On Crister leaving the house, it instantly 
flashed into his mind, ** Mr. B. has heard some- 
thiDg unfavourable of me, and has employed 
this method to try my gpiriiy in order to see 
whether I have access at a throne of grace." 
To persons who knew Mr. B., Crister^s conjec- 
ture would not appear at all unnatural ; ana to 
those that knew Crister, — whatever a holy jeal- 
ousy might prompt, on the part of Mr. B., an 
un&vourable report was not calculated — ^had it 
even been the case, to produce a deep impres- 
sion. He kept at the utmost distance from 
sin ; and understood well the import of those 
interrogatories of Solomon, ** Can a man take 
fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burnt? 
Can one go on hot coals, and his feet not be 
burnt V He knew that, to avoid evil, was not 
to go near it. 
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It beinff Ctistei^s place generally to extm<- 
guish thelights after the service^ Mr. Biamwell 
fingered benind the congregation one eveninff, 
and coming up, accosted him, — ** Well, how do 
j^ou feel '(" " Happy," he returned. Taking a 
silyer como out of nis pocket, Mr. B. proceeded, 
" Are you any thing like that comb ?' Crister, 
perceiving the composition, replied, "Why, 
not quite,— but a little like it." " Well— well 
— ^look for the blessing of sancUfktOiony* said 
Mr. B. ; '^ it is pure silver^ and will comb all 
unoothJ' He knew that Crister had enough to 
ruffle the spirits firom certain quarters, and by 
these little hints accompanied with occasional 
imagery, in order to impress an uncultivated, 
yet hiffnly imaginative mind, he urged him for- 
ward m his Christian course. 

A visit from Mr. Bramwell was no uncom- 
mon occurrence to him. While engaged in his 
garden one day, Mr. B. drew near, and hun^ 
upon the rails. " That is a fine bed of tulips, 
said he. Crister, who was partial to his garden, 
was pleased with the remark, and acquiesced 
in its justice. " They are all heautiful^^ pro- 
ceeded Mr: B. ; — ^** ^^®y ^ differ — and uiey 
all yield 9l fragrance!* This was equally agree-i 
able with what preceded. " The children of 
God," continued Mr. B. ^' are all difierent ; 
hence the propriety of their hearing with each 
other, — ^for there is something beautiful — some* 
thing to be commended in all?' A moral lecture 
of this kind, was as acceptable, as remarks on 
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natural beauty. Some time elapsed, ^hen Mr. 
B. changed the subject ; and having seen Oris- 
ter put some seed into the ground, he enquired^ 
^ Don't the cocks and hens come now and then, 
and scratch it up f " Yes, Sir," returned Oris- 
ter. " And how do you feel on those occasion 7' 
subjoined Mr. B. " Why, it is hard," returned 
Crister ; ** but then I have grace to bear it." 
He knew, that if Christians ought to bear with 
each other, such intelligences should bear with 
the irrational part of God's creation. Such, in- 
deed, was his native kindness, that he would 
have as soon thrown some grains of com down 
to them, as attempt to injure them on driving 
them away. It was only the principle carried 
out to these, that he exercised towards his own 
species — ^heaping ^ coals of fire on the head" 
of an enemy. 

But he was exercised in another way. The 
soil was poor, and manure was scarce. The 
latter might have been obtained, by making 
free with what belonged to the colliery ; and 
another person had thus made free, in order to 
enrich his crop of potatoes. Orister^s conscience 
would not suffer him to take the slightest Ubertj 
with another person's property ; and his 
poverty would not allow him to go any distance 
from home to make a purchase. The result 
was, that he was obliged to set his potatoes 
without manuro ; but such was the honour 
God conferred upon his integrity, that— though 
both gardens were distinguished for the same 
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soil, he liad a much lal^er crop than the person 
who had phuited his 9eU in the heart of stolen 
materials. This is worthy of a place in the 
tract entitled, ** Honesty is the best policy." 

The secret of the whole, whether proyiden- 
tial smiles, public favours, usefulness, or what- 
ever else is lovely aud of good report is to be 
found in his piety towarcb God. It was his 
meat and his drink to do the will of his Father 
in heaven. Allusion has been made more than 
once to his conduct in prayer-meetings ; and 
though many more instances of usefulness could 
be adduced, another may be added to the num- 
ber. His conduct in those meetings has been 
partially described ; but it is impossible to give 
an accurate delineation of his spirit, his lan- 
^age, and his movements. He watched the 
countenances of the people — especially stran- 
gers, and persons of devout demeanour, like a 
fowler following the shiftings and flutterings of 
a bird with his eye, which he was anxious to 
bring down — waiting the fitful moment for a 
direct and final aim ; and no sooner did he per- 
ceive the slightest indications of penitential 
Borrow, than he gave his best advice — ^pointing 
them to ** the Lamb of Ood which taketh away 
the sins of the world,'' and poured out for them 
his fervent prayers. A penitential tear in the 
eye of another, sparkled like a jewel in his own ; 
and he never &iled to bring it to a good mar- 
ketable price, in reference to its possesssor — 
^becoming, through prayer, ** the pearl of great 
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price/' in the blessed realities of personal reli- 
gion. An aged woman, passing the door of one 
of the chapels, on her way to the market, turned 
In, with her basket under her arm, having had 
her attention arrested by the voice of praise 
and prayer. She had not continued long before 
she wa3 in deep distress of mind, and expressed 
an ardent desire for the salvation of her soul. 
Cpister was in the chapel, and soon found her ; 
on addressing her, and receivin^^ her replies, he 
embodied, in the simplicity ofhis heart, the sub- 
stance of the conversation in his prayer— her 
going to market — ^passing the house of God — 
Sstening to the hosannas of the saints — ^her i^ 
norance even of her age, till she looked for it m 
one of the end leaves of the Bible— her wicked- 
ness — ^her desire to have her name written in 
the Lamb's book of life — the uncertainty of 
every thing here — a present salvation — then, 
with an energy and command of langua|^ pe- 
culiar to himself, followed an enumeration of 
the miracles and other occurrences mentioned 
za the Scriptures, in attestation of the ability 
and willingness of the Lord to save, with ap- 
peals to his immutability and readiness to com- 
municate mercy especially to the peuitent—the 
whole urged with a &ith, and an earnestness, 
so eminently honoured in the wrestlings of 
Jacob, that brought joy into the heart of the 
aged sinner. 

There is a strong feeling of objection in the 
minds of some persons against sudden conver- 
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sions; but it is a feeling which the apostle 
Paal had to combat. *'If/' says he, *Hhe 
whole church be come together into one place, 
and all speak with tongues, and there come in 
those that are unlearned, or unbelieyers, will 
they not say that ye are mad ? But if all pro- 
phesy, and there come in one that believeth 
not, or one imleamed, he is convinced of all, 
he is judged of all, and falling doum on his £fice, 
he will worship God, and report that God is 
among you of a truth.'* — 1 Cor. xiv. 23-23. 
^' Who does not," enquires Dr. A. Clarke, in 
his sermon on '^ The Christian Prophet and his 
Work*' — ^^see here a parallel case to Saul among 
the prophets, especially if collated with 1 Sam. 
xix. 20^24. : ' And Saul sent messengers to 
take David ; and when they saw the company 
of the prophets prophesying (t. e. pra^ng^ for 
such is the import of the term here) and Samuel 
standing presiding over them, the opirit of God 
came upon the messengers of Saul, and they aU 

Srophesied (or prated). And when it was told 
aul, he sent oUier messengeis, and they pro- 
phesied likewise. And Saul sent messengeis 
again a third time, and they prophesied also. 
And Saul went to Naioth of Ramali ; and the 
Spirit of God was upon him also, and he went 
on and prophesied. And he stripped off his 
clothes, and prophesied before Samuel in like 
manner, and lay down naked all that day, and 
all that night. Wherefore, they say (as in the 
case rekt^ chap, x.). Is Saul also among the 



^^ 
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prophets !' I have often observed," the Dr. adds, 
''in public meetings among religious people, 
especially in meetif^i for pratbr, that persons 
wholly unconcerned about the matter in hand, 
or its issue, have been suddenly seized by the 
spirit of the supplicants, while vacantly staring 
at those employed in the sacred work, hn^faU- 
ing down on their knees, have acknowledged 
the power and presence of the Most High ; and 
like Saul among the prophets, have gone on 
supplicating with them, with a renewed heart, 
and a right spirit. — Those who have taken on 
them unmercifully to criticise and condemn 
such meetings, should prove, in vindication of 
their own conduct, that Saul, the sons of the 
prophets, and the venerable Samuel at their 
head, were enthusiasts and &natic8 ; and that 
the parallel case in 1 Corinthians xiv. should 
have been marked by the apostle with terms of 
abhorrence and detestation, that others might 
be deterred from copying the example." 

Crister witnessed several instances of this 
kind ; and one of the most distinguished, was 
the case of a sailor, who was smitten to the 
ground by the power of God, — entered the 
meeting a hardened profligate, and returned 
home a ** new man." 

The suddenness of the removal of the subject 
of the Memoir^ which we now hasten to notice, 
will only admit of our hovering round the open 
groimd of his Uut days^ rather than of our en- 
tering within the sacred enclosure of his last 
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momen$i; — of our viewing him» when uncon* 
scious of any one looking at him in the ordinaiy 
ousiness of Ufey rather than when sitting for his 
religious portrait. These are the times and 
seasons for arriving at real character, — when a 
man is moving among men^ insensible of their 
presence and of their eye. 

He visited one of his daughters, who is mar- 
ried) and resides at Little Town, no great dis- 
tance from Durham, on the banks of 3ie Wear, 
the Saturday before his death. It appears as 
though the mvisible hand of Heaven had con- 
ducted him thither, to give to her and her &mily 
his last blessing. He called upon different 
friends, both on his route to the place and on 
his return — ^spoke to them and prayed with 
them. Not nnding any place appropriated to 
public worship at Little Town, among bis own 
people, and anxious to enjoy some mean of 
grace, which he could not do in a private 
dwelling, the houses being cleaned for Sunday, 
he collected a few serious persons together, — 
mostly young men ; and said, *' Come^ lads, 
the fields wifi do for me ; and if they will do 
for you, we shall have a prayer^meeting in the 
open air." So saying, he led them on to a re- 
tired nook on the Saturday evening, and there, 
as a preparation for the Sabbath, in that place, 
unfrequented for such purposes, they all knelt 
down, and prayed alternately — ^for, he after- 
wards observed, in the language of an eminent 
statesman in xeforence to aqo^n^ subject, ^ we 
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had a long pull, aaid a strong pull, and a pull 
altogether; thus einoyingy that which Apostles 
and primitive Chnsoans — only on another day 
and in a more frequented spot, enjoyed, when 
** on the Sabbath'*^ they " went out of the city 
by a river-side, where prayer was wont to be 
made ; and sat down, and spake unto the*' per- 
sons ^ which resorted thither." After this out- 
door exercise, he sat up till late, singing and 
praying with a few friends, to whom he ob- 
served, amongst other things, that he could not 
satis&ctoriljr account for his being there at that 
particular tmie. 

On the forenoon of the Lord's-day, a young 
man — ^a local preacher, addressed such as were 
disposed to hear him in a private dwelling. 
Crister was there ; and the preacher had the 
aid of his prayers, — having prayed twice pub- 
licly at the close of the addj^s ; observing to 
hk daughter afterwards, — ^*^The lad seemed 
frightened ; and I vdshed to encourage him. 
I uought it was a pity for him to come such a 
long way, and get nouiing for it. But the Lord 
warmed our hearts, and* he took some jl^re back 
with him." While with his dau^^hter, he was 
imsessant in his exhortations to ptety and tmity. 
Desirous of obtaining as much of the bread of 
life as he could, he stopped at Shiney Row, in 
the Sunderland Circuit, onhis return, and heard 
a sermon on the Sunday evening ; which was 
to him, what the *^ cake baken on the coals, and 
the cruse of water," were to Elijah, who, *' in 

a 
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the streDgth of that meat^" piosecizted the re-^ 
mainder of his journey. 

A person speaking to him on the dangers to 
'which colliers were exposed, be remarked, ^ We 
should always be ready ; Uien, sudden death 
^ill be sudden bliss." On the Tuesday before 
be died, he said to those who were sitting around 
hiin, *' Let us live to God, and we shall go off 
to Heaven some day like a clap of thunder." 
It is impossible not to associate his quickly-ap- 
proaching exit with this form of expression ; 
— sudden and unexpected to himself and 
solemnly impressive to others. On tiie evensig of 
the same day, he received his last Society Tidcet 
from Mr. Mann, on which occasion he expressed 
himself as happy in the religion he. possessed ; 
saying, in the course of the evening, when speak- 
ing of vital godliness, ^* I always like to be on 
the sunny side of the toaU .*" a metaphor well 
understood by pitmen, who, before the sun has 
obtained too much power to be; oppressive — • 
say, in the month of May, will ^up together, 
and squat themselves hy Uie side of a wall ; 
and there, while enjo3ring social intercourse 
with each other, will bask beneath his aniibat- 
ing beams. He added, in pursuing the figure, 
— " I have been on the cold side, and know 
what it is ; but I never liked the shade. There 
was no fruit there worth eating. But I got 
upon Jacob's ladder — climbed to the top— and 
slid down the other side, where I found fine 
rich wall-fruit, both varied and plentiful." 
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The nearei we ftpproach the spot where we 
have to part with this good man, the more hal- 
lowed beconpies the character of his personal 
piety, and with the greater confidence we leave 
him to pursue the brief remainder of his jpil- 
grimage alone. In the course of the evenmg, 
previous to his de^tb» he visited a son of Henry 
Bolt, of Bilge's Main, who was ill, and appa- 
rently not hkely to recover. He prayed with 
iiim, and gave him such advice and encourage- 
ment as seemed to be required. In his prayer, 
he dwelt particularly on death ; and then, as 
if a sudden gleam of light had opened upon 
him, and he beheld Heaven immediatel}- over 
his head, he broke away in a transport of joy, 
repeating — ^ It is down to death, and up to 
fflor^; — dawn to death,. and up to glory!" 
leavmg an impression, when coupled with his 
own almost immediate descend into the pit, and 
sudden (ucensian to Heaven, that there was 
something prophetic in the employment of such 
phraseology at that particular time. And what 
renders it more remarkable is^ that on leaving 
the young man, after cheering him forward, just 
as he was about to enter ** the valley of the 
shadow of death," he is stated to have said,— 
^ Go on ; we shall not have long to stay ; I 
may get to Heaven perhaps before you." 

On his return home he called on another 
&mily : and as he rarely left any without prayer, 
he engaged in the exercise here as he had done 
by the couch of the sick^ where his words, had 
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been dropping balm. He was ^nerally shorty 
both in his prayers and in narrating his religious 
experience. But on this occasion, he prayed 
fluently, feelingly, earnestly, and believingly, 
for nearly the space of an hwr. Time and space 
seemed annihlLited ; he was taken up to God 
in spirit, and placed immediately at the foot of 
the throne of grace, where he felt all the force 
of that brief sentence, which is commensurate 
in its encouragements with the longest prayer 
— ** Ask, and ye shall receive." 

He did not leave home on the Thursday 
morning till about half-past eight o'clock ; and 
what is remarkable when engaged in &mily 
prayer with his wife, he gave utterance to the 
following lines, offering them as a petition on 
the beh^df of himself : — 

'* O that without a lingering grotn, 
** I may the welcome word receive ; 

*' My boay with my charge lay down, 
'* And cease at once to work and lire ;** 

litde aware that both were to be laid down in 
the space of six hours. Such things, if they do 
no more, and were even unconnected with any 
thing like heavenly intimations, show a certain 
preparedness of mind for a nobler state of ex- 
istence. 

Looking at tbe ^'pitman," passing from his 
own house to his work, it may be litterally said 
— while carrying the " Davy Lamp," that he 
goes with his life in his hand. Montgomery, 
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in his lectures on the ^ Brittkh Poets," einplo>«fl 
the invention as an illustration of a particular 
topic ; and in its employment, not only de- 
scribes the perils of the Miner, but the character 
and properties of the lamp itself. " The mar- 
vels of Romance," he remarks, " are daily ex- 
ceeded in the proportion as fact, frequently 
transcends fiction in its strange and infinitely 
diversified developments. Was the Lamp of 
Aladdin, in the Arabian Nights, with all its 
mysterious virtue, to be compared with the 
Lamp of Sir Humphrey Davy, by which the 
Miner is enabled to pursue his perilous re- 
searches in the bowels of the earth, and dig out 
its hidden treasures, in the vety presence of one 
of the most tremendous powers of Nature, 
which, like the hundred-headed Dragon of the 
Hesperides watching the golden apples, seemed 
placed there to interdict the approach of man. 
He, nevertheless, by means of no magic circle, 
but within a sUght enclosure of wire-gauze, 
guarding the incendiary light from the attack 
of the fire-damp spirit, lal^urs unharmed, and 
breathes under an atmosphere of death, which, 
(should the besieger, in some neglected mo- 
ment, break through the slender fence,) would 
explode and involve himselfand his companions 
in mstantaneous destruction amidst the ruins of 
their works." 

The hour arrived, when Crister was to be 
^ counted with them that go down into the pit," 
and when,, on his descent into the bowels of 
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the earth, he was to see the hlue Heavens above 
him, while turning his eye up the shaft, as 
through a telescope, for the last time. Then, 
it was literally widi him — ^ Down to death, 
and up to glory." 

The last tune he was seen alive by those who 
left the pit, was sometime between eleven and 
twelve aclock in the forenoon previous to the 
accident. He was sitting by the side of one 
of the workings, taking a mndi, as a person 
passed him on his way out of the pit. And the 
next time that he was seen was, on the after- 
noon of the next day— Friday, when he was 
found a corpse. 

As there is a difference between the fire- 
damp and the ehoke-^mpy and as it is probable, 
that it was by the former that the subject of 
this memoir perished, it may not be improper 
to make two or three remarks upon the destruc- 
tive element itself before we proceed to its 
appallin&p effects in the general calamity yet to 
be detailed. It is well known to men of science, 
that the compound gases are numerous. As 
many as forty of them have been examined 
with accuracy. That which is obtained from 
pit coal, and whicb is so beneficiiUly applied 
to the li^hting^up of our steeta and manu&c- 
tories, is denominated carbonated hydrogen 
gas. It rises abundantly from stagnant wa- 
ter, when 'the mud is stirred at the bot- 
tom ; and exhales, too, in large quantities, as 
in this instance, firom coal mines, often proving 
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destmctive to the miners, by its taking fire 
on the approach of their lights. It vas origi- 
nally called thefire-^Uunp by the miners. The 
explosive effects of it have been obvfeited by 
Sir H. Davy's Safety Lamp just noticed. It is 
composed of hydrogen and carbon ^charcoal,) 
and was one of the first elastic fluids distin- 
guished from common air with certainty. 

The choke-damp differs from this. It will be 
found that when charcoal is burned in a vessel 
of .oxygen gas, and the products are preserved, 
a gas very different from the oxygen occupies 
its place in this new gas : any burning body is 
immediately extin^^hed by it, and an animal 
put into it, immediately expires. Experiments 
show, that it is equal in weight to the oxygen 
employed and the charcoal burnt, and is a com- 
bination of these two substances. It exists in 
abundance in chalk, limestone, marble, and 
many other substances ; and is likewise found 
during the various fermentation of liquors, and 
in the burning of charcoal. It is much heavier 
than common air, and is often found at the 
bottom of wells, brewers' vats, and in cellars. 
Hence the danger of persons sleeping in close 
rooms where charcoal is burnt, or near lime- 
kilns ; and of workmen descending into wells, 
or cellars, and brewers' vats, without caution. 
When danger is suspected, a lighted candle 
should first be let down ; if it go out, quicklime 
should be let down and sprinkled witn water, 
and this will absorb the gas. When found in 



150 THS wall's BND MINtiR. 

mines and in caTems, it is called the diokc* 
damp. Its destractive effect arises from its 
causing sufibcation. By this, old Joseph Lawson 
was probably killed. This gas has acid proper- 
ties. It was designated at first by different 
names, by those who first examined it ; as gas 
sylvestre, fixed air, aerial acid, mephitic acid, 
calcareous acid, and since its true composition 
was discovered, it is called carbonic acid gas. 
It has its uses in the extensiye operations of 
nature, but into which it would be irrelevant 
to enter. 

The dischaige of gas at the C Pit, Wall's 
End, was equfd at the time of the accident, 
agreeably to the testimony of Mr. Rea^, to 
tfeoen hogsheads per minute. It varies a httle ; 
but day and night, summer and winter, the 
flame is seen from afar — ^illuminating especially 
during the deepest shades of night the neigh- 
bourhood around, and would be sufficient, by 
pipes properly laid, to light the streets of a 
moderate sized town, or an extensive tract of 
country. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The Catastbophb — ReligiwM Aspect of the 
Subject — Extent of the Calamity — The Ra- 
pidity with which the Fire moved — Kindness 
mixed with Severity — The Cruilty spared — A 
Merciful providence in the Timing of the 
Event — ne general Distress occasimea. 

THE CATASTROPHE. 

Subjects are contemplated by different men in 
different lights. The dreadful catastrophe at 
Wall's End CoLLiSRTy Thuzsdayy June 18th, 
1835, through which 103 human beings lost 
their lives,* and had their doom fixed for ever, 
a&freeably to their several characters, will be 
viewed by a philosopher in a purely scientific 
light, who, anxious to ascertain natural causeSy 
will be equally — and laudably too, solicitous, 
to prevent a recurrence of similar dreadful 
effects. But his views are bounded by the 
earth on which he stands, as his object is to 
prevent the premature extinction of mere 
animal life. The aspects of the subject with 
the Christian, are moral and religious. He 



* Aee Note C, for a complete list of the Sufferers — 
Appendix. 
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stretches his thoughts through the vista of 
time : they reach the shores of eternity ; and 
there he himself stands in his imaginings — 
imaginings stamped into realities by a divine 
revelation — stands, with an immortal spirit in 
his momentary keeping, with the ocean before 
him, flashing with light, or veiled in midnight 
darkness, — ^an ocean that can neither be fa*- 
thomed nor sounded, and which is without a 
shore. Whatever is launched there, floats on 
for ever — on — and on — in misery or felicity. 
Time, to him, assumes the importance of Eter- 
nity ; Religion is everything ; and in contem- 
plating the scene, the Soul— lost or saved — is 
never for a moment absent from his mind — its 
final state incessantly haunting his thoughts 
like an apparition. 

As every thing below ffrcundy and connected 
with the Collieiy, is to be found 4n a Report of 
the depositions taken during the Coroner's 
Inquest on the case, we shall direct our atten- 
tion chiefly to what took place above ground. 
The persons summoned to meet on such in- 
quests, have to do with the world ; we have 
to attend to the church : they have to look ^o 
the body ; we have to look to the soid : they 
have to attend to the temporal comforts of the 
man, by improving the state of the pit ; we 
have to attend to the spiritual and eternal 
interests of those around, in order to prevent a 
plunge into another pit — to avoid the scorching 
mfluence of another fire. 
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The writer who was called upon, with 
others, to improve the melancholy occasion, by 
preaching sermons in different places, and in 
each service, to make an appeal to the benevo- 
lence of the Christian pubhc, on the behalf of 
a number of bereaved families, some of whom 
had their principal earthly props removed from 
beneath them, stands in the relation to the 
subject, of a person in the midst of the slain— 
having witnessed almost every scene of writh- 
ing agony — and heard almost every form of 
expression of which excessive grief could lay 
hold, to give utterance to its inward workings, 
and force a passage for its relief. The catastrophe 
occurred about two o'clock on the Thursday af- 
ternoon at the moment he was preparing a ser- 
mon for the dreadful accident which took place 
in Nun's Field* only about half an hour from 



* Jost at thp moment, too, and only a few hundrpd 
pacet from the place where the writer was sitting, the 
workmen were digging oat the dying apd the dead, while 
he was reading Luke 13th chapter, in his own house ; 
little aware that he should be so soon presented with a 
practical illustration of the 4th and 5th verses, and that 
he should be called upon, in a discourse founded on those 
rerset, to improve the occasion, In the Wesleran Chapel, 
Brunswick Place. At the close of the sermon, a collec- 
tion was made for the widows, orphans, and surviving 
suflTerers, amounting to £28 I5s. lid. By this accident, 
21 persons were injured \^ten of whom were taken to the 
Infirmary— /otir killed on the spot^and three died soon 
afterwards :— the remainder were taken to their own 
homes- Fbur widowt and ten orjtharu were left to baffnt 
their way through life, it may be said, with regard to 
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th«) same time the preceding Thunday^ and 
not being in the way of hearing of it till Fri- 
day morning, he was prevented from visiting 
the ^ Field of Graves" and the houses of 
mourning earlier than the forenoon of that day. 
He was regular, however, in his visits from 
Newcastle, on Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Mon- 
day, Tuesday, and Wednesday, up to which 
period the body of only one remamed in the 
pit, the dangerous state of which prevented 
even filial and parental affection from breaking 
through, to reach him. Like a person under 
the influence of strong temptation, with neither 
the power to resist, nor yet fit to be there, 
because of excited feelmg, he nevertheless 
availed himself of every opportunity, of afford- 
ing solace to the distressed ; — ^visiting the 
families from house to house — speaking to some 
— praying with others — ^and as often compelled 
to turn aside, in order to regain the utterance 
that had been choked by the sympathetic sob. 
Eveiy process was witnessed from the body 
being stretched in the cart — conveyed home — 
met by the agonized &mily at the door — ^laid 
in the coffin — shrouded — waiting for the day 
of intennent— again carried forth— and attended 



the two nielancholv erents, bo ntvt to each other, and in 
the same nelghbournood, ** God hath spoken once ; twice 
have I heard this, that power belongeth anto Ood.*' 
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by mourneis to the house appointed for all liv- 

There is not on record,* in the same district, 
a single case in the immense chapter of acci- 
dents among the collieries, in which there has 
been such a loss of human life as in this — 106 
sufferers in all, and only^bur brought out alive, 
and these the subjects of serious injury. Not 
an individual, however, was left to say how or 
iohere the accident commenced. Experienced 
and practical men had to supply the lack of 
necessary information, during the inquest, with 
conjecture, probability, inference, andanalogy.t 



* See Note D, for a Table of Accidents,— Appendix. 

f It may be obsenred, that it has been ascertained, in 
the course of exploring the mine since the accident oc<- 
curred, that the explosion did not take place in any of 
the working districts, nor at a Davy-lamp ; but that it 
mast have happened in the gas-pipe drift, from the first 
B. W. district, in the O, or Church Pit, out of which the 
pillars were worked some years ago. Two men, William 
Thompson and William Johnson, were blasting down the 
Toof-stone to make herse-height for a new rollev-way, 
near to a " stenting," which led through the coal barrier 
wall into the pipe drih. A man door was placed in this 
stentiag, for the conTeaience of the wasteraen going into 
the pipe-drift ; and from the sitaation in which William 
Thompson's body was found, there can scarcely be a 
doubt that he had either opened this man door, and fired 
the gas in the pipe-drift, or that he had approached it 
se near, that the gas, oozing through the crevices of the 
door, had fired at his candle, and, passing along the pipe- 
drift, like a train, exploded the gas In the first 8. W. dis- 
trict, as already stated. This district has been in a crept 
state for sevenu years, and Gonld not be ventilated ; it has 
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All that is positively known, from occasional 
visible traces of its effects, is, that the destruc- 
tive element was let loose from its confinement 
— ^by another, it may be, than human hand^ 
and that, like an unchained monster, racing 
through various workings, — "t^# breath, in 
the language of Job, ** kindling coals, and a 
^ame going out of its mouth," — destroyed 
every thing possessed of life in its immediate 
track — ^first exploding at the shafts contiguous 
to Wall's End Church — then, dividing its 
strength, partly directing its course westward 
to the Carville shaft, where a minor explosion 
took place, but chiefly northward, in the terror 
of its power, to another shaft — the principal 
shafts forming a kind of triangle, and- from 
three-quarters to upwards of half a mile distant 
from each other — exploding a third and last 
time at the northern entrance, — the ground 
shaking the while, according to the testimony 
of persons passing along the Shields road at 
the time. But though its last convulsive throes 
were felt above, and its last voice was heard, 



thereforet been standing dead, or charg^ with gas. John- 
Ron was working in. the How-board, at some distance 
from Thompson, with a Dayy-lamp, which he still held 
in his hand when his body was found. His body was not 
at all burnt, while thatofThompson was seTerefv scorch- 
ed. As no fire had been in those divinions of the work- 
ings where the Davy-lamps were osed, it is reasonable 
to conclude that the explosion had not happened from any 
mismanagement of, or accident to, the lamps. 
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its work was not finislied. It retumedy so to 
speak,— took another form — ^more silent, but 
not less certain — suffocating, with what is cal- 
led the** after damp^^ those whom the^re had 
spared — meeting them as they were escaping 
from other worfings— workings, which, as yet, 
had been unvisited, and in which they had 
only heard the thunder of its voice : thus veri- 
fying, on a minor scalq, the general ravages of 
death, which in the hieroglyphics of die 
Egyptians, was painted in the character of a 
goddess, holding a sickle in her hand, with 
this inscription, " Nemini parco^^ — I spare no 
man. ' Scarcely any occurrence is capable of 
affording a biord striking exemplification of 
part of Byron's description of ** The Destruc- 
tion of Sennacherib," than this — omitting the 
supposition of its havmg been a heavy ^tMJ^- 
ment upon the sufferers, and that they were 
indiscriminately the foes of God and his peo- 
ple, as were the Assyrians :— 



the blast. 



— " The Angel of Death sprend his wings on \ 
And breathed in the face of tne foe as he passM ; 
And the eyes of the sleepers wax'd deadly and chill, 
And their breasts but once heaved, and for ever grew still. 

Here, " the Angel of Death," did but just 
breathe in the /ace of both man and beast, while 
tlie hUtst of his voice, on its way upward, told 
the living relations the tale of DeatVs doings 
below. And O, with the silence of that voice, 
what was the stillness beneath ! and what the 
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commotion aboye ! FaUiers and motheis, bio- 
thezs and sisteis, wives and children, in hope- 
Jess misery, flying from house to house, in open 
day, thinking of nothing but the suffocated, 
scorched, and mangled remains of those who 
'went forth in heaim and strength to labour 
only a few hours before, and who, though then 
Jiusned in death, upwards of one hundred and 
forty fiithoms immediatly beneath their feet, 
vore still living in their affection — ^affection re- 
invigorated by the circumstances of the occa- 
sion— and yet without any possibility of com- 
ing near them for some time, owing to the 
d^tdly, impure state of the pit !— the choke- 
danyp and afier-dampy as described by miners, 
though differing in character, being the same in 
their effects on liuman life. 

All this was effected nearly within the short 
space that elapses between a flash of lightning 
and a peal of thunder. ** You see yon shaft,^ 
said a good man to the writer, pointing from 
the one north, where both stood, to Uie one 
east of Carville, at which the first explosion 
was heai;d ; " you see yon shaft," said he. On 
receiving a reply in the affirmative, he en- 
jjuired, ^ How long, think you, was the blast 
in passing through all the workmgs — going up 
to the west towards Carville, exploding there, 
and coming and exploding here f Not being 
aware of the distance underground, a negative 
reply was the only one that could be made. 
The narrator, deeply affected with what it had 
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cost him during its btief but deecructive pro- 
gress — ^having lost three sens by it, added, 
^^Only two minutes and a half!" Another 
friend, however, who had more experience in 
these things, and had been connected with the 
pit between twenty and thirty years, stated 
the time occupied to have been little more 
than a minute — having travelled about two 
thousand yards, or one mile and a quarter. 
What a minute ! both in itself-— as to the vast- 
ness of the work executed, and to the persons 
concerned- -in fixing their final state ! If the 
whole circumference of the earth be but a 
'point of the universe ; and if all the time that 
has been, or ever shall be, may be comprised 
in one single instant of eternity, well may we 
exclaim in the language of the Psalmist, 
" What is man ?" He is, in person, a mer^ 
point of this circumference" and his life is but 
a moment of that eternity. But on that mo- 
tnentj all is suspended — heaven with all its 
glories — hell with all its terrors ! The begin- 
ning, the middle, the end of that moment, is 
important to man ; but especially the latter, 
when unapprized of its arrival, — for there, tiroo 
closes, and eternity begins, or more properly 
opens. A minute ! to last for ever in its 
effects ! 

Another man, who was standing near the 
shaft where the first explosion was heard, and 
waiting with others on the Saturday for intelli- 
gence from those who had gone down, through 

13 



160 THK wall's end MINBR. 

puie affection^ to combat death in his own do- 
mains» was interrogated by the writer on dif- 
ferent points, when he said — ^I was working 
here when she first blasted. The first thing I 
heard was a rush of air, accompanied by a 
eloud of dust, in the midst of which was a 
piece of cloth or something, which I took to 
be some of the men's clothes, and which was 
carried away in the air. On seeing and hear- 
ing this, I knew what was to follow : and she 
went off directly.'* David had ieen nothing 
like this, when he said, -'^ There went up « 
smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his 
mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it-— 
thick clouds passed — and coals of fire.' But 
the royal bard had heard of God's terrible do- 
ings ; he described Him as manifested in His 
worts ; and here too — if the earth is His, and 
Providence is still in operation, we are bound 
to acknowledge His hand ; as much so, indeed^ 
as when Habakkuk said, *^ before Him went 
the pestilence, and burning coals went forth at 
his feet." O, yes, God was in the " hlait /" 

Destructive, however, as was the blast, the 
stroke was tempered with mercy. Two men, 
who were employed at the furnace at the bot- 
tom of the shafts adjoining Garville, were sa* 
ved. These are termed two upcast shafts. As 
soon as the men found that the pit had fired, 
they immediately threaded their way through 
the least dangerous workings to the northern 
shaft, which is a doumeast^ and which ex« 
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fierience taught them was the best coune to 
pursue. Speaking to one of them on the sub- 
ject of his escape, he said, ^ It is marvelloufl 
how ever we got out. I was scarcely sensible 
for some time^ and extremely weak. The air 
was so bad, that I was ahnost gone ; but I 
straggled hard. It is all mercy : for if God 
had not helped, there would have been no pos- 
sibility of escaping with life." The other per- 
son who was preserved, and thus snatched as 
a brand ftom the burning, was Thomas Ken- 
nedy, who, for the first time himself, attended 
class with Grister, on the first ni^pht of Uie lat- 
ter meeting in one, as noticed m a previous 
page; and was thus closely connected with 
the stroke that deprived him of natural life, as 
he had taken the first step with him in the be- 
ginning of a religious existence. So true is it, 
m a thousand cases beside the one mentioned 
by our Saviour, and where there is very often 
almost equal danger, ** the one shall be taken 
and the other left." 

A very remarkable case of providential 
interference was, the preservation of John 
Reed, roUey-waymen, Robert Morallee, door- 
keeper, affed 70, John Brown, onsetter at tJbe 
shaft, and Martin Middleton, a boy about four- 
teen years of age. One of these was a member 
of Mr. Reay's class. All were more or less 
burnt ; but John Reed had a leg broken ; and 
to add to the poignancy of his feelings, he lost 
two sons by tne accident. But of these j^rther 
notice will be taken. 
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One youth wajs lost, of the name of Appldby^ 
who went to work for another, to allow him to 

fo to Newcastle races, which were then being 
eld. The survivor saved his own life at the 
immense . cost of that of another. Here was 
occasion both for gratitude and repentance. It 
was a mysterious Providence, that permitted 
the comparatively innocent to be punished in 
the place of the guilty ; but Ood the Father 
did no more here than he countenanced in the 
death of his ovni Son : and as he effected our 
salvation by that measure, he might, in a way 
unknown to us, turn to a good account, the 
youth's disaster in the pit, while the more 
criminal of the two— and therefore the least 
fit for a sudden removal, was indulged vrith a 
longer space for repentance. The stipulated 
wages for Appleby's service was one shilling ; 
that shilling cost him his life.* 

But the most marked Providence was visible 
in the timing of the general stroke. Had the 
accident occurred a little earlier on the tame 
day^ both old and young would have been 
swept out of existence — scarcely any of the 
underground workmen would have been left 
about the colliery — and the houses would have 
been filled with only vfidows and orphcms. 
Most of the married men had reached the day 



* The race-goer died a martyr to his vicei in the conne 
of twelre months. 
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'-'fiome balf an hour, an hour, two houis, or 
moze, before the desolating element was let 
loose upon human life. The Divine Being, 
severe as was the stroke, mercifully drew the 
line across the multitude of moving beings just 
at the time and towards the place, when and 
where — in a mighty sweep, the separation 
would be the least afflictive in its consequences 
to the living. In Mr. Reay's class, most of the 
boys and young men were taken — taken like 
so many lanabs prepared for the slaughter — ^re- 
moved, however, more suddenly than even 
these— and exchanging literally^ in the lan- 
guage of Crister, who suffered with them — ^lai>- 
guage which, in his wrapt moments he was 
wont to employ — ^'^ exchanging the/HJ cap for 
a erown of glory !" 

Speaking to one of the men who left work 
before the pit exploded ; he said he had been* 
only two hours out, when the accident took 
place. " You were within, two hours, then," re- 
turned the writer, ^'ofetemityJ* The man seem- 
ed impressed with a sense of the divine good- 
ness, and was grateful for his escape. With 
many of the people, the catastrophe was turn- 
ed to a profitable account. **It is a loud 
call," said a woman, who had a son taken 
away by the stroke : adding " yes, yes — it is a 
loud call indeed." Going mto 'another house, 
and on the question being proposed, — " Have 
jfou sustained any loss by the accident?' A 
female replied, who was pensively seated 
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alone^ ^ N(v-*Uiere are none ffone out of tbis 
houaey of <wr oum ; but," sbe aaded, ^ we bave 
firiends taken away by tbe stroke : it bas 
scarcely missed a house !" It gave a peison, 
fiiiniliar with scripture, an idea of the distress 
of tbe Egyptians, when their fint-bom were 
taken awti^ ttom before their eyes ; and tbe 
writer felt in bis visits on the Monday, as if be 
scented death in every direction,— bein? re- 
minded of that sacredly poetical allusi&i to 
one of the noblest, but inational portions of 
God's creation, in a case in which the dead 
and the dying strew the ground — *^ he smelleth 
the battle afar off.*' So general was the ca- 
lamity, that though a house might be missed 
here and there, oVer which the destroying an- 
gel passed, without having visited the inmates 
with actual lou; yet, so numerous were the 
oonnealinff Hfiki of rekoionshipy that one house 
of mourning was added to another, with very 
few sjMces between ; and even persons exempt 
from it partook of the ^neral gloom which 
was thrown over the neighbourKood, like one 
vast pall, where every feeling, except that of 
heart rending grie^ was dead, within the 
people. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Tke Catastbophx eonHnued-~Pleannff Indica- 
thm a/a PrqKwcaumfar another fForld m 
tome of the Juvenile Si^erere — The Scrip-' 
turee— Prater preferred to neoesetvry Pood 
'^rSunday School Teacher^ Feativaly and its 
puinfid AeeodatioM'^Extorted confesaionSi 
and Knowledge of Character — ExempHfica-^ 
twne of Chr%sti€m Fortitude and Bestgna- 
turn in the Bereaved — Unruffled Repose — 
Agemy hlended with Tendetness — Painful 
Msappointment-^The Mother and the Chris^ 
Han — Agonizing Rejections — Sources of Con^ 
eolation — Oireumstanoes heightening the Dis-^ 
trees consequent on the Loss of Lifcy in the 
Widow and the Fatherless — bespair — Con- 
sequences of the disfigured State of some of 
the Bodies, 

As Religion had her triumphs in some of the 
beteaved parents and friends after the events 
so she had made her glorious entranee, and 
taken up her abode in the bosoms of several of 
the actual sufferers before it took place. Eleven 
members of the Wesleyan Society were killed, 
nine of whom belonged to Mr. Reay's class, of 
Carville. Of two families, those of William 
Mason and John Bell, much might be said on 
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the subject of sufferiDg ; eight peisons w»e 
swept away by the calamity, four out of each* 
jPico out of the four, belongmg to BelVs &mily 
met in the class just named. One of these 
lead the Idth chapter of Genesis, the night 
before his death, repeatedly calling the atten- 
tion of his mother to different portions of it, 
which seemed to impress his heart, saying, 
with fiUial affection, ^^ Do you hear that, mo- 
ther? Is not that good? The Bible was 
his daily companion ; and the voice of God, in 
His own word, was one of the last voices that 
fell on the mother's ear the night before the 
event, through the medium of her son, — little 
aware that she was so soon to hear the voice of 
the same Being in providence, speaking of that 
son's death, through whom she had heard the 
word of life, and who was so anxious to pro- 
mote her immortal interests by reading to her 
its sacred contents. Few things are more cal- 
culated to embalm the memory of a child than 
this — as a last act to a tender mother. 

A still more touching case, however, occur- 
red in the history of a bpy, who was one of the 
principal supports of his widdowed mother, 
and of whose conversion notice has been al- 
ready taken. He was also a member of Mr. 
Heay's class, and when he is stated to have 
been the companion of Cristery the name of 
" the little old man" will be immediately re- 
collected. Thomas EUerton had to rise early, 
on the morning of the day on which he ex- 
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changed worlds. Beisg rather straightened 
for time, and anxious to be at the pit at the 
stated period, a dispute arose between break- 
fast and femily prayer — the wants of the body 
and the wants of the soul — which of the two 
should break its fast. If breakfast were to be 
taken, there would be no time for family pray- 
er ; and if family prayer were performed, there 
would be no time for break&st. The break&st 
was abandoned, and he knelt like a little Sa- 
muel—being, as before stated, only 13 years of 
age, before the family altar, where he implored 
the Divine blessing upon himself and upon his 
widowed mother, cheerfully foregoing a regular 
meal, rather than that the soul should not 
break its fast at a throne of grace. When the 
writer called upon the bereaved mother on the 
Monday, and to look at the corpse of her child 
as he lay in the coffin, "black but comeljr" — 
for there was great placidity about the small 
regular-featured countenance, he found that 
the first flood tides of grief had partially sub- 
sided. But on her opening a drawer, the sluices 
were again in action. Anxious to cherish the 
least recollection of piety and church-member- 
ship, she took out a pretty little box, in which 
he had deposited his Society Tickets ; which 
were to her more precious than rubies, and on 
which she fixed her eyes as long as she could 
see through her tears. These were pleasing 
mementos of his having belonged to the church 
on earth, of which the church in heaven con« 
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stitutes Dat a part, — ^like two appartments ia, 
the same building — the one on the ground 
floor, and the other the *' upper room" in the 
New Jerusalem. In that ^i^pp«r ^room" his 
friend Crister and he would appear 'about the 
same moment of time,-^fumisnmg a singular 
coincidence, in connexion of churoh-memher- 
ship having received their tickets at the same 

Eenod, m the same class, and &om the same^ 
and, on the Tuesday evening ; — appear like 
the aged Paul and the jouthM Timothy — 
united in Christian fellowship on earth, and re- 
united in heaven. And what, to the ¥nnter, 
formed an interesting little incident, was, that 
he Jiad the happiness to see the widowed mo- 
ther, who was then not a member of religioua 
society, and for whose conversion to Qod, her 
orphan boy had often prayed, occupying his 
seat in the class in which ne met, the first time 
of its meetin? after the accident. 

Many of the boys, and several of those of 
riper years, who lost their lives on the Thurs^ 
dayy had been looking forward with joy to the 
Soiturday some days before. The latter of 
these was the day which was fixed fotr the 
Sunday Scholars, the Teacheis, and several 
Friends, to take tea together. Cakes, and 
other necessaries were ordered, for about four 
hundred persons, and tea was to be served in a 
field adjoining the house of Mr. Reay, who^ 
together with Mrs. Reay, had the principal 
management of the festive preparations. The 
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writer had agreed to go down &om Newcastle 
to Garville, to share in the joys of the occasion 
and to deliver an address' to the teachers* 
AlaSy the horizon was soon overcast ; and that 
vhioh was a sunny landscape in the distance^ 
assamed the form of a desolate wilderness. 
The person who had hegun to complete the 
order for the cakes, before any countermand 
oould arrive^ sent a considerable number of 
them from Newcastle ; and the very cakes in- 
tended for the living children on the Saturday 
-—to the no small joy of the parents, were 
eaten by those very parents, and others, on the 
Sunday, while the bodies of those for whom 
they were originally destined lay coffined for 
the tomb in their presence ; eaten, indeed — 
but with tears, and as with '^ bitter herbs" 
Wore Uie Lord — ^the religious gala being turn- 
ed into a scene of ^ lamentation and woe."* 



* When tame of the kewen were iMviog the pit, about 
two or three honrs before the explosion, one of them was 
accosted by Robert Combey, in a tone of triumphant an- 
ticipation, with—" O what a day we shall haTe.«n Satur- 
day 1" He had his enjoyment ; oixt it was in the light of 
that day which '* never more shall dose, *' and which 
broke upon him soon after he uttered the sentence. This 
young man was awakened under the ministry of the Rer. 
Robert Aitkin, while preaching in the New Road Cha« 
pel, Newcastle. Oct, 1834; a man who, uuder Ood, moT- 
ed about at the time like a ministerial earthquake. And 
although it was difficult sometimes— to change the meta- 
phor, to hear the cries of the wounded for the roar of the 
eannon, yet the slain of the Lord were to be found after 
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The knowledgpe and influence of character,^ 
both with regard to the religious and irreligious, 
was remarkable on the occasion, and shows • 
not only the deep conviction of the necessity 
of personal piety which rests upon the human 
mind, but the preference given to those who 
possess it. Crowds of persons were generally 
near the shafts, or in their neighbourhood ; 
and on the bodies being brought up from the 
pit, the pressure was sometimes considerable. 
Immediately on the names being announced, 
the buz went round, — ** He was a gambler- 
he was a drunkard," &c. On the reverse, as 
in the case of one of the Bells, it was agreeably 
echoed and re-echoed, — " Aye, he was a good 
lad that!" Thus character was not only 
knoum^ but its value vrsisfelt and acknowledged i 
and seemed to regulate the hopes and fears of 
the bystanders, m whose minds there was 
evidently a connection at the moment between 
the past and the fiOure — the by-gone life and 
everlasting destiny of the dead. God has a 
monitor within ; and Cnristian light, in a neigb- 
bourhood where the gospel is preached, is too 
diffusive in its character, not to enable men on 



many days ; and these remained when the noUe had pas« 
sed off with the discharge of the artillery. And is per- 
manent good to he sacrificed, to avoid a Tittle temporary 
agitation, which, at most, can only offend the ear of those 
in Whose souls even the melodies of religion have often 
no place 7 
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those occasions to " discern between the righ- 
teous and the wicked ; between him that serv- 
eth Gody and him that serveth him not." It 
assumes somewhat the character of a ^' last 
day/' when persons do not only inadvertently 
sit in judgment upon others, but positively and 
experimentally pronounce upon themselves. 

It was impossible for any one either capable 
of feeling, or at aU disposed to reflect, to look 
upon the scene, or listen to the bereaved, with- 
out reaping instruction. Religion and human 
character unfolded themselves frequently in 
forms the most interesting ; and not a few were 
triumphs of the former. An excellent man, a 
member of the Wesleyan Society, had a boy 
among the sufferers. The writer saw him on 
the Saturday at the shaft where the first explo- 
sion was heard ; but had visited his residence 
the day before, in company with Mrs. Reay — 
who, hke an angel of mercy, flew from family 
to &mily, to pour the balm of consohttion into 
the newly-opened wound. While Others, sons, 
and brothers, were relieving each other, in 
clearing away the timbers which had been 
shook out of their places, and choked up part 
of the shaft, the good man referred to, waited 
among others to take his turn in the perilous 
work. A finer picture of a Christian Philo- 
sopher could scarcely be presented to the eye 
in humble life, than was here exhibited. He 
stood, or moved from place to place, as occa- 
sion required, costumed in his coarse, white 



172 THK Wall's bnd Iiinbr. 

flannel-jacket, and pk-trousere,— calm, recol- 
lected, resigned, uncomplaining^, and yet 
evidently the subject of deep feeling. For 
every one that spoke to him, he had an answer 
of meekness ; and yet a word for no one un* 
nessaril^, or who did not interrupt the silence 
that reigned. Like his pattern, who was as 
*• a lamb before his shearers — so, opened he 
not his mouth." He seemed to have reached 
the bottom of the cup of which the Psalmist 
drank so deeply, when he said, ** I was dumb 
with silence; I held my peace, even from 
good ; and my sorrow was stirred. I opened 
not my mouth because thou didst it." The 
** sorrow^' that " was tHrre^* in the bosom 
was never once rendered visible to the eye by 
the contortions of the face \ and the profound- 
est ** silence" was maintained on every subject 
of complaint. The stream was in motion, but 
it was deep and unruffled : and as noisless as 
the waters of Siloa, which are chatacteri^ed by 
the prophet as flowing ** softly." Not a thought 
appeared to flit across the silent deep within, 
beyond—*^ The Lord gave, and the Lord taketh 
away ; blessed be the name of the Lord !" 
To some, his undisturbed movements'— fbr, in 
the language of poetry — 



** In hii Tery molioo there wu rett," 

might have been construed into a kind of stoi- 
cal apathy, or philosophical indifierenoe ; but 
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this could only be tlie case with the few, and 
these — extremely hasty and superficial in their 
observations. He was ready for every purpose 
for which his aid was required — ^never nurried 
in his step — never wanting — the agitations of 
the occasion never disturbing his equanimity 
of soul — and yet never called away m thougM 
apparently, for a single moment, from his be- 
loved chUd, and the associate solemnities. 
There was in the midst of all a certain inflexi- 
bility of muscle about the face, where gravity 
sat blended with meekness and resignation ; 
and if moved at all, only disposed to settle 
down to greater depths, — ready for continued 
and increased exercise^ Thus he hovered 
round the fittal spot, unnoticing any one till 
noticed — the hand of God sus^ining him, — 
and ready to descend into what had recently 
become the region of the dead, on the first sum<- 
mons. The class in which his name was en*- 
loUed, met in the evening of July 2d, the day 
fortnight following the accident. It was the 
first time of its meetinsf after the solemn event, 
and the writer had agreed with Mr. Reay to 
conduct the service, in order to relieve his feel- 
ings as the regular leader. This good man 
was there, with his eyes lifted upward, as 
they would pierce the ceiling on their way to 
the skies-*-Heaven beaming in his countenance 
— ^hallelujah on his lips— and the love of God 
in his heart. There were melancholy feeling^ 
in the meeting; but not amunner; though 
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seveial were present who had sustained seTete 
losses, and several absent, whose seats, and 
sayings, and characters, were touchingly al- 
luded to, but — numbered at that moment with 
the blest. 

Very different were the feelings and views 
of another good man — a member also of the 
Wesleyan Society, and one who had laboured 
to bring up his children in the fear of God. 
He had three sons lost by the accident. Deep 
gloom settled on the face like a cloud ; he was 
occasionally relieved by a deep sigh and a 
flood of tears ; and annon he would look at the 
severe side — advert to second causes — and try 
to reason himself into the propriety of certain 
precautionary measures which, if employed, 
would have prevented the whole. Tlie mind 
was brooding upon the past, instead of improv- 
ing the present ; and an aptitude was preceived 
and indulged for repelling all approach with 
consolation by any one, except by such per- 
sons as met his own views, and from that 
which was the result of his own reasonings. 
And yet, though unwilling to receive comfort 
himself, he was tender over the sufferings of 
his afflicted wife. One of his sons was so 
much disfigured by the action of the fire, that 
there was no possibility of recognizing him by 
his features. ** T only knew him," said he,— *- 
whispering to a friend, who sat by, and from 
whom he would receive no consolation for 
himself and yet afraid lest his partner's ear 



<^' 
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should catch the sound of his voice ; — *^ I only 
knew him,'* said he, *^hy one of the shoes 
which he had on his feet, having some marks 
by which I distinguished to whom it belonged, 
but," continued he, '* I durst not tell his mo- 
ther thctt ;" then, in a burst of agonized feeling 
again, he added, *^ that is nothing ; I could 
bear all that, and more, if I had only an as-> 
surance of their happiness." Here the big tears, 
gushing from their fountains, rolled down his 
cheeks. 

Religion was operating in both cases, with 
re^rd to these two excellent men ; but it had 
different subjects to deal with, as differenc 
burthens were to be borne : stUl there was a 
depth of tender feeling in the latter, who could 
dnnk in such copious draughts of grle^ and 
keep it pent within himseu— afraid lest the 
partner of his bosom should obtain one drop 
more than that which had been unavoidably 
measured out to her in the course of Provi- 
dence. His loss was three times greater than 
that of the former ; and considering its extent, 
the marvel is, that he should have borne it so 
ably, and that he should have such presence of 
jnind, and such a surplus stock of sympathetic, 
feeling to let out on the occasion for others. 
He had four children taken from him previous- 
^ to this stroke, and now, had but one son left. 
Ordinary grace could never have sustained him. 
He still stood, however, though bent by the 
tempest, like the firmly rooted oak on the 

li 
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plain, Spreading its blanches to heaven; 
•* troubled on every side— cast down, but not 
destroyed ;" and was afterwards found among 
the foremost, praying with persons in distress, 
in Brunswick Place Chape^ Newcastle, on a 
visit of Mr. Aitkin to the place* bearing a lively 
recollection of the important change effected 
by his s ministry upon his son Robert, about 
nme months before, for whose loss he still 
mourned as a father, but in whose happiness he 
rejoiced as a Christian. 

To return to the first of these two Christian 
men ; one circumstance was extremely painful, 
especially to the companion of his life. His 
wife felt like a mother ; and mothers only can 
comprehend what mothers feel. About two 
hours and a half after the writer had left the 
mouth of the pit on the Saturday night, which 
would be between ten and eleven o'clock, a 
a report was circulated that the boy was living ; 
the tidings were instantly conveyed to the mo- 
ther, who had been passing through the fire 
and through the water for the space of two 
dtiys and a half ; and every thing seemed to 
betoken — ** This my son was dead, and is alive 
again ; he was lost and is found." There was. 
a boy marvellously preserved, as already noti- 
00^ ; but alas, — though good news to another,^ 
be did not belong to her! And at the moment 
she was preparing coffee for her own, which, 
to a mouier, must have been a pleasing em- 
jnlnyment, he was brought a corpse to the door 
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in a cart. However the mistake had originated, 
is not to state ; but it added to the misery of 
the mother, to whom it was like a second 
death — placing the cup, as it were, to the lip, 
only for the purpose of dashing its sweets un- 
tasted to the ground— elevating the mind to 
an unusual height for the purpose of rendering 
more terrible the fall. 

An excellent companion picture to the 
Christian philosopher, of whom a slight sketch 
has just been given, was a good woman, who 
was dteprived of two gons- One of the young 
men had just been brought home on the Mon- 
day afternoon, and laid in the coffin, when the 
writer entered the house. The body was black, 
and much burnt. Several females, relatives 
and others, were in the separate rooms. The 
mother was also there, but would have been 
unknown, as such, to a stranger. All were 
either in deep distress, or much concerned, 
except herself. There was the same serenity, 
as was evinced by the father of the boy. re^ 
ported to be alive, but taken home the subject 
of death. In addition, however, to the breath- 
less calm which seemed to pervade her 
Dreast, there was a certain dignified bearing in 
her port, of which he was not the master — de- 
noting the majesty, as well as the meekness of 
Christianity. There was no apparent want of 
maternal feeling ; but her own character, duty 
and privileges, as a child of her Father in Hea- 
ven« seemed to poR<«ess her so fully, that all 



178 TH' wall's KND M1NB1I. 

other relatioDships yrexe minor, and regnkted 
by supenor conaiderations. ^ O," said sbe to 
a Mend, who knew her well, and what value 
to place upon her testimony, '* I am sometones 
almost ashamed of myself that I cannot weep^ 
and show more of the mother to those who are 
weepine around me ; but God supports me so 
mercifully in this hour of trial, that I am borne 
above it." She seemed like Fortitude personi- 
fied ; — the mother, and yet the Christian I the 
weaker vessel made strong through divine 
race ! solemn, but triumplmnt^-like a masiyt 
m the fire ! 

Opposed to this, was another good woman-^ 
a widow, who had lost her husband by a for- 
mer blast, and a son by the present. ^^ My 
baimy" said she, fidl of tossing agony, '^ was no 
gambler, no fighter, no drunkard ; he always 
came home sober ; and if he only found his 
mother weU, all was well : but for all that^ he 
was not converted to God ? O, his poor soul ! 
where is it ? I should be content to know, 
that he is happy." All consolation was re- 
iected here also, as in the case of the good 
man to whom reference has just been made. 

Religion will not be satisfied with anything 
short of itself ; and like a person receiving Uie 
power of vision, the Christian perceives dan- 
gers of which he was once insensible, becoming 
by his enlightenment, not only more quick- 
sighted, but more alive to the perils of otiieis. 
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- While some refused to be comforted for 
tbeir children, like Bachel, because they were 
not, there were others with less personal piety, 
and with equally little ground of hope, who 
endeavoured to extract honey from every 
flower. — ^* My child," said one, " was a good 
child. He never found fault with his mother. 
If he only had bread and water, he was always 
satisfied with it." These are pleasing reflec- 
tions ; but still they do not constitute the basis 
upon which we are to found our hopes of 
heaven. 
On going through the different families, sorrow 
'was depicted in every countenance, and the 
circumstances in which a few were placed, 
were truly deplorable. A tall old woman sat 
in a house spare of furniture, and otherwise 
distinguished for deep poverty. ^I lost my 
husband," said she, ^ by a pit-accident, some 
time back ; and now I have lost two sons, one 
of whom has left a widow and three small chil- 
dren^ herself having been confined only nine 
days on the day of his death." Proceeding a 
few doors further along the ^* Row^* the dau^- 
ter^in-law,— only the ttoelfth day of her con- 
finement, was found seated in a chair by th6 
side of the fire, suckling her infant, with no- 
thing but bitter reflections on the past, and 
blighted prospects before her. 

Fathers and brothers evinced a fearlessness 
of danger very often, while trying to force their 
way to the dead; hazarding life to reach death ; 
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and the coipse permitted, after obtained, to 
remain only a few hours above ground, — eacb 
sayinff in effect, " Give me a bunying-place, 
that f may bury my dead out of my sight."— 
One remarked, " I bore it very weU, till I 
came to my own son, and took him up in my 
arms to carry him away. There yrtt^ fourteen 
iying in the same place ; he was much 
burnt ; but I eould have kenned him by his 
make, if I had not seen a feature of his face.'* 
A woman who had been deprived of two sons, 
and had secured the corpse of one of them, ob- 
served on the Monday morning, '* Had any one 
told me last Thursday forenoon, that I should 
have to pass through what I have experienced^ 
I could not have uiought it possible for any 
one to have borne it. I have received one ; 
but I want the other : O, yes, I want the 
bones of my child." With some— 

« Hops, like the gUmm*ring taper's light, 

Adorns and cheers their way : 
And ttill, as darker grows the night, 

£mits s brighter ray ;" 

But hercv alas, hope was deprived of its last ra^y 
— all was hare ;~«-it amounted, in all its im^ 
penetrable gloom, only to ^ the hones of my 
child ;" for more than these, the ciroumstancea 
of the case would not allow her to perceive in 
the dim, or rather dark distance* 

Dut even when the daring searchers had dis- 
covered the bodies, it was, as will be seen in 
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more instances than one, difficult to identify 
to whom they belonged — sdme of them having 
been claimed) not because of what they were 
of themselves, but because of what they had 
on — by the verriest trifle in dress. A very af- 
fecting example of this kind occurred on the 
Sabbath following the accident. An anxious 
father, waiting with others, at the mouth of the 
pit, for the body of his son, mistook, on exam- 
ming the disfigureij remains of those that were 
brought up, the corpse of another for the one 
for which he was seeking, in consequence of 
some article of clothing in which a slight simi- 
larity existed. The corpse was borne home, 
the convulsed feelings of a father and mother 
were seen in operation by its side, showers of 
tears were shed over it, and all the attentions 
were paid to it which sorrow delights — if such 
an expression as delight be admissible on such 
an occasion, to observe to one who had been 
enfolded in the warmest and inmost affections 
of the human soul. A short period, however, 
before interment, an additional shock was given 
to parental feeling, by the discovery, that the 
body over which the afflicted father and mo- 
ther had poured forth their bitter wailings was 
the property of others, — others who were 
anxiously looking and longing for their own, 
and were only waiting for the opportunity of 
g-iving vent to similar bursts of aflectionate 

frief, while the body of their own child, which 
ad come up at the same moment, was lying in 
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a coffin in the neighbourhood of the shaft un- 
claimed, in which situation it had remiuned 
from eleven o'clock on Saturday night till two 
o'clock on the Sunday afternoon—during which 
it lay in one sense unwept, and at a time when 
the tears, bedewing his substitute, would have 
been envied— if known, by those to whom that 
substitute belonged — themselves unaware in 
the interim that their's had come to lifi^ht. 
This was one of those cases which the wisdom 
of a Solomon could not have reached by any 
experiment on parental affection, and which 
the guiding hand of a kind Providence at 
length pointed out and explained, for the 
mournful satisfaction of the separate families. 
Even among the less disfigured, the lamenta- 
tion of Jeremiah might have been adopted in 
reference to many of them — ** Tlieir visage is 
blacker than a coal ; they are not known in the 
streets*" 
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CHAPTER X. 

Brwf Etctracts frcm a Journal ^f Events-^ 
Pr^parttHonsjor Jhsceni^-Discciferies-'Fcur 
Persons found Alive — Their State— Funeral 
Ceremonies — A Chneral Visitation — Charae- 
ter of eight young Men and Boys — Sudden 
Qlory — Respect paid to Crister — Position in 
whid^ he iDos found — Thomas Beavefy^^ 
Joseph Lawsotk—A Christian Sabbath and its 
Duties — Concernfor^ Youna — Mrs, Meay 
— IJse (f the Whole — Public Sympathy — 
Amount and Expenditure cfthe ivnd raised 
on the Occasion. 

JOURNAL. 

A TEW extracts from a jouinal of events kept 
by the writer, ailbrdinj;; a brief view of the daily 
progress of discovery, after the miscellaneous 
remarks which have preceded on the ffeneral 
catastrophe, will show not only the difficulties 
with which the searchers had to contend, but 
the suspense in which the different afflicted 
families were held. 

Thursdavy June IQth. — Most of the married 
men, as wul have been perceived, had reached 
the day in safety ; and narrow was the escape 
of many of both the more matured and the 
young. The explosion took place about twp 
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o'clock in the afternoon : and the brother of 
'^ Little Tom/' so called, who suffered, had 
only been up about five minutes when the pit 
exploded. On being informed of the fact, he 
•could scarcely give credit to it. Omitting some 
of the earlier preparations for descenmne^it 
may be remarked, that no time was lost. The 
scene was one of deep and melancholy interest. 
In a shed near the G pit were several females, 
waiting in silent despair the result of those ex* 
crtions about to be made to recover their rela- 
tives, and near them were a number of cofiins. 
In another shed, still nearer :the pit, a man was 
engaged in trimming, cleaning, locking, and 
lighting Davy lamps, to give light and securitv 
to the pitmen about to explode the mine. With 
these adventurous men, the shed and the space 
around the pit were crowded. The rain de- 
scended in torrents, but they heeded it not. 
All being in readiness, four men took their Davy 
lamps, and got into the corf. The signal was 
given, the machinery set in motion, and in- 
stantly they were out of sight. The operation 
was repeated until about twentjr-eight men had 
descended. There was no hesitation with any 
of them : the competition rather seemed.to be, 
which should go down first. All was, however, 
conducted in silence, except the hoarse voice 
of the banksman giving the necessaiy signals. — 
No bodies found. 

Friday^ 19*A- — In the course of this day, 
several of the men and boys were found, and 
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by four o'clock in the altemoon William Crister 
was brought up, whose lifeless form was pre- 
sented to bis family and friends. He was found 
in the workings between Carville and Wall's 
End Church, just a little to the west of the 
Shields road, beneath one of the adjoining fields. 
The person who first discovered him, knew him 
b^ looking at his back, as he laj on the ground, 
with seven or eight persons lymg beside him* 
Mr. Mann, who had given him his Society 
Ticket on the Tuesday evening, was at the 
shaft at the time he was brought up, and the 
writer followed almost immedmtely. Whenever 
a body was brought to bank, there was a rush 
of spectators to the pit mouth. The females 
eagerly joined the throng, but instantly retired 
without a word, on perceiving that the body 
was one to which they had no claim.— 21 bodies 
were found in the course of the day. 
. Saturday y ^IfHh — It was not till the afternoon 
of this day, that the writer visited the widow 
of poor Crister. The latter lay in his coffin. 
There was a slight graze below one eye, occa- 
sioned probably by the fall ; and a slight purple 
was stealing over the face, the features of which 
expressed a perfect calm. 
• The writer was at the shaft next the church, 
in company with Mr. Leppmgton and Mr. 
Beay, till between eight and nine o'clock in 
.tibe evening. But it was not till between ten 
iind eleven that the tidings reached the top, 
,ibat four persons were foimd ^ve. Late 9a 
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was the hour, crowds of persons were upon the 
ground, it being the shaft which first exploded, 
and the one which had been partially choked 
with timber. When the people heard of the 
living below, the dead — numerous as they 
were, and painful as were the circumstances, 
appeared to be forgotten ; they jumped, they 
sang, they shoute(( and were in a perfect deh- 
lium of joy. On the first two being brought to 
the bank — the boy and Reed, the crowd broke 
in, at the peril of being precipitated down the 
shaft, as well as injuring the exhausted sufierers, 
and carried them some distance in the large 
wicker basket, in which the coals are broujfht 
to the day. The basket, with its iron trappmg 
— ^moro fit for a cart and horse, than the persons 
that could conveniently attach themiselves to it, 
was borne off with the apparent ease of a piece 
of plaited straw. Joy of neart seemed to string 
every nerve. Even the sufferings of the four 
persons — when all safely brought up, wero par^ 
tially lost, in the exultations over the remaininc^ 
spark of life, which the spectators hoped would 
soon be briskened into joyous animation, by 
the same Providence that had preserved them, 
and now seemed to accost them in the emphatic 
lemguage of Zechariah, ** I have sent fortn thy 
prisoners out of the pit'* 

Though the persons thus rescued from de- 
struction, wero the subjects of occasional deliri- 
um, their broken tale, as far as it could be col- 
lected, was one of d^p interest They had 



THS wall'i xnd iimEiu 187 

gone do^n the pit, on the morning 6f Thursday, 
about &ve o'clock, and had thus been under- 
ground, at a depth of 145 fathoms, for sixty-five 
Sours — and as the explosion took place at two 
in the afternoon of Thursday, the^ had beeii 
literally entombed alive for fifty-six hours of 
the above period. Two of them, when taken 
out, were delirious, and gave incoherent and 
improbable accounts of what had transpired ; 
another had his leg so fractured as to render 
inunediate amputation indispensable ; the fourth 
had his hands and fiice scorched, but was per- 
fectly sensible. 

. John Brown, the most intelligent of the sur- 
vivors, was at the bottom of the shaft of the G 
or Church Pit when the accident .took , place. 
He was what is called an ** Oiiaeitfii"iki§:.i\ity 
being to fix the hook at the end of ;t^4$vi:0pe 
upon the corves of coals previous to theif being 
drawn up from the mine. He stated, that he 
was in the act of performing this duty, when 
the pit — what he called — " fired*!* He. bad not 
the slightest apprehension of danger; lai^dv he 
stated that he had no fear of woi^jinig. :iji..the 
mine. The blast which came through the pit 
knocked hun down, and he fell wiui his side 
upon the tram or rolley, used for brinp^g the 
corves of coals. Near him was the Lttle boy 
named Martin Middleton, and at a short dis- 
tance the other two men. How long he lay 
insensible he was not able to conjecture ; but 
l¥hen he recovered sufficiently to reflect, he 



188 iHR wall's end uiker. 

knew that a *^ blasts' had occurred in the pit»' 
The lights were of course, ** extinguished" by: 
the foul air, and on groping about, the first 
thing he discovered was, that the horse, within 
a few yards of him, had been killed, either by 
the blast of fire or the after-damp. He even- 
taally discovered the boy and the other two men. 
He got some water and refreshed himself and 
them. One of the men was already delirious ; 
he talked of his wife and his home, and insisted 
upon stripping his clothes off, under an impres- 
sion that he was going to bed. Thus he lay 
upon the floor of the mine ; and the poor suf- 
ferers continued in this state of living death, 
until the happy hour of deliverance. The in- 
dividuals thus miraculously preserved, did not 
appear to have suffered from hunger. Brown 
thought it might be sometime about the middle 
of Fnday, when he became a little recollected, 
and concluded at first, that it must have been 
a long and a dark night through which he had 
passed, since he first fell asleep. J. Reed was 
in the cabin, and it was Brown's opinion, that 
he must have been driven against the side of it^ 
to occasion the fracture. 

When the boy was discovered, he was in a 
state of nudity. He told his father, that he felt 
himself so hot after he had got burned, that he 
threw his clothes off, in order to cool himself. 
He was heard at the distance of twenty yardd 
singing hymns ; a circumstance which, in those 
dokful regions, and at that particular moment^ 
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must have produced strange emotions in thofe 
who heard him. He had been a Sunday Scholar 
at Carville, and had been exceedingly refrac- 
tory. But his songs and his instructions came 
to his aid, to cheer him in the time of need ; 
and he told J. Green soon after he was found, 
that he would be a good boy in future, and that 
his father should never have occasion to flog 
him again for not going to school. The hymn 
he was singing when he was found was — 
" When I was a stranger, Jesus took me in," 
&c» 11 bodies found to-day. 

Sunda^y 21»^. — This morning poor John Reed 
had to undergo the amputation of his broken 
limb. — Among other bodies discovered, that of 
Wm. Crister, jun. was one ; and the father 
remained uninterred till the afternoon of this 
day, that both might be laid in the same tomb. 
The excitement which existed in the neighbour- 
hood of the mine, cannot easily be described.. 
In the afternoon, when the writer visited the 
place, in company with Mr. R. Wilson, of 
Newcastle, the whole face of that part of the 
country was crowded with human beings, to 
attend and vdtness the funerals of those whose 
bodies had been recovered. There was scarcely 
a house whose door-way, and whose interior, 
was not filled with mourners ; the public mean- 
while weepinff in sympathy with them. Cart 
after cart, with two and three coffins in each, 
attended by dense crowds, followed in long 
succession to the Wall's End buiying-grouncL' 
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After pra^rer and nngingy the writer and his 
friend, with multitudes more, attended the 
corpise of poor Crister. It was melancholy 
music. 

It msLj not be uninteresting to describe the 
ceremonies, or customs, which preceded inter- 
ment in most instances, and which, it is under- 
stood, are prevalent throughout the pit districts. 
When death has occurrec^ two jroung' men go 
round the neighbourhood, apprising we inhabi- 
tants that such-a-one is dead, and requesting 
their presence at the funeral at the tune ap- 
pointed. The young men who perform tbis 
service are called ** a^ers." At the time ap- 
pointed, the people invited proceed to the house 
of the deceased, dressed in their holiday clothes, 
and sit down. On the table is placed a cheese, 
and a supply of bread and ale. Portions of 
these are handed to the visitors by two youne 
women dressed in mourning, who are called 
*' servers," and it is not unusual for the men to 
indulge in a pipe of tobacco in addition. This 
custom is, however, observed in silence, and 
with a solemnity and decorum befitting the 
melancholy occasion. When all the visiters 
have been ^served,". the coffin, containing the 
bodj, is brought to the door, and placed upon 
chairs. A hymn is then sung, after which it is 
borne to the grave preceded by the ** askers," 
with black scarfis over their dress, and the 
*• serveri," with white hoods. After the body 
follow those who moum for the deceasedi and 
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tbe attendants bring up the rear. In the pre- 
sent melancholy instance, as has been observed, 
the bodies were taken to the grave in carts, 
but a black pall was, in each instance, thrown 
over the coffin. In some cases three were taken 
from one house, and the scenes of distress—the 
lamentation and woe—visible in every direction, 
it was impossible to view unmoved. The coffins 
were furnished by the owners of the mine, who 
also contributed £1 in addition, for the inter- 
ment of each body. The joiners were engaged 
on this, as on other days, in making coffins, 
and carts were employed in conveymg them 
from house to house.— ^ of the sufferers brought 
up during the day. 

Mondayy 22nd. — This day was devoted by 
the writer^ in connection with Mrs. Reay and 
Mr. Leppington, to the work of visiting from 
house to nouse, in order to sympathize, pray, 
or converse with the bereaved fSamilies, as their 
cases might need. — Three out of the four who 
had escaped on Saturday were seen, viz., 
Moralee, Reed, and Middleton. The faces of 
the old man and the boy were invisible, resem- 
bling balls of raw cotton, with which article 
they were covered, in consequence of their 
having been so much burnt The old man spoke 
a little ; and while in the act of speaking, the 
voice seemed as though it proceeded from an 
Egyptian Mummy, swathed before the eye. 
Tue hay was dozing a little, but pert and inco- 
herent when awake. J^, Reed was recollected^ 

U 
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grateful to Ood for his deliverance, though with 
the loss of a limb ; and adverted to the loss of 
bis two sons with deep feeling. The families 
who had buried their dead, were, in some in- 
stances, in deep gloom, and unable to weep, as 
though the fountains had been exhausted. 
Those who had their dead lying before them 
were often affected in a way it is difficult to 
describe ; and those who had not received the 
objects of their wishes, were lookin|^ for relief 
in that which was calculated only to increase 
their agony. — ^Poor Reed was like one of those 
of whom it is said, '* he that cometh up out of 
the midst of the pit shall be taken ;" he was 
only destined to live a short time— there was 
no escape ; he was spared till July 4th, when 
he breathed his last. 

On the afternoon of this day, about sixty 
bodies were conveyed, in carts, to the parish 
churchy where they were interred; and towards 
evening, the whole of the bodies had been 
brought up, with the exception of about four- 
teen. Wall's End Church stands above the 
workings of the colliery ; so that, in taking into 
account the situations of the shafts, the 
^ graves," like those of Ashur, were literally 
** set in the sides of the pit." 

This general visitation had an influence be* 
yond that of exciting a mere feeling of sympathy. 
On such occasions, the vicious and the ill- 
instructed, very often show their antipathy to 
their superiors, and seek to benefit themselves 
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at the expense of the property and character of 
others, by excitiDg prejudice and creating dis- 
turbance. Mr. Buddie expressed his surprise 
and pleasure at the manner in which the men 
conducted themselves, and the patience with 
which the calamity was borne ; but added, to 
the gentleman to whom he was speaking, ^ I 
understand the Wesleyan Ministers have taken 
great pains in visiting the families." Without 
attempting to take any credit beyond sheer 
duty, the writer could not but rejoice in the 
liberality of the sentiment, expressed by one 
who is respected as an authority, and as a man 
of talent.--n6 found. 

Tuesdd^f 23rrf. — Some of the young persons 
belonging to Bell's faniily were buried, and only 
one was supposed now to be in the pit. 

Wednesaayy 2M. — One still remamed below 
on the evening of this day ; and of all that had 
been found, not one had suffered through any 
fall of stone or coal from the roof of the work- 
ings. The one remaining was a boy, and was 
not found till August 12th. ^ .,,--. 



«K. ^wvaviv^p 
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Having taken a general view of the calamity, 
m the course of which references have been 
made to particular persons, it ma^ be proper to 
advert more especiallj to the Christian charac- 
ter, with any other incidental notice, of the 
companions of Crister. The following were 
members of the Wesleyan Methodist Society :-— 

MEN. 

1. Joseph Lawson. 

2. William Crister, Sen. 

3. Thomas Reavley. 

'TOUNG hen and B0T8. 

1. Robt. Combey, joined Society, Jan., 1834. 
•2. John English. 

3. Wm. Crister, jun., 

4. Thomas Ellerton, 

5. John Hall, 

6. C. J. Waggett, 

7. Robert Bell, 

8. Richard Bell, 

Not to select one, or more, from the list of 
the juvenile part of the sufferers, for the purpose 
of further observation, one subject, which is ap- 
plicable to all, and which cannot but afford un- 



do. 


Jan., 1834. 


do. 


April, 1834. 


do. 


May, 1834. 


do. 


May, 1884. 


do. 


May, 1834. 


do. 


June, 1834. 


do. 


Oct, 1834. 
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speakable pleasure, is, that— on the testimony 
of their leader, who watched over them with 
tenderness and godly jealousy, not an individual . 
among them ever disgraced his Christian pro- ~ 
fession after his union with the Wesleyan body. 
From their upright walk, therefore, collectively^ 
before the world, and their repeated declara- 
tions of a growth in grace, there is strong 
ground to believe, that as they all united them- 
selves in a covenant to God, and entered the 
nailitant church, the same year, they were all 
admitted into heaven the same day — nay, saw 
each other there the same hour, O, what a 
thought ! in a coal-pit and in heaven, with only 
the interval of a few minutes between ! With 
these, as with Crister, it was emphatically, 
** down to death and up to glory." The pit 
proved the tomb of each ; they descended into 
it living human beings, and came up glorified 
spirits, — ^glorified, though invisible, — for, in the 
exquisitely wrought musings of Montgomery,— 

" Th« dead are like the stars by day, 

—Withdrawn from mortal eye. 
But not extinct, they move their way 

In glory throueh the sky; 
Spirits from bondage thus set free. 
Vanish amidst immensity, 
Where haman thought, like human sieht. 
Falls to puraue their trackless flight.'^ 



It 



Though the members of the Establishment 
are taught to pray against *^ sudden death," 
and there is something terrific in it to the by- 
stander, aa well as hazardous to the sufferer^ 
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yet on overstepping the grave— <m rehdenn^ 
blank the space between, there is something 
still more transcendant and exhilerating in 
stiddin fflory. ^ For we know/' says the apostle, 
^ that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an 
house not made with hands etemau m the hea- 
vens." No sooner is the soul dismissed the 
body, and so left naked, than the house firom 
heaven comes instantly upon it, and clothes it. 
" We have,** it is said — ^intimating it to be so 
sudden in its operation, that we seem already to 
triumph in its possession. And this sense is 
confinned by the context, where the inspired 
penman shows, that to be al^ent from the body 
is to he present widi the Lord. There are some 
people who conceive of heaven, as though it 
Were fer beyond the sun — some hundreds of 
millions of miles from the earth ; and this leads 
to other notions equally remote and absurd, as 
though it would take a considerable p(»tion of 
time to reach the abodes of the blessed, and 
there would be some danger of the soul missing 
its way, when let loose, so to speak, into the 
immense regions of space, without the protec- 
tion of some well-experienced angelic guide. 
A writer of the last century illustrates this sub- 
ject by the apt simile of a lamp concealed be- 
neath an earthen vessel, and suddenly emerging 
&om its hiding-place. Let the interior of a 
spacious buildmg be supposed to be illuminated 
■:— say, with nine hundred and ninety-nine lamps, 
all mingling together in one general blaze. Let 
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an ad^tional lamp be supposed to be concealed, 
as stated, beneath a black earthen pkcher, brit- 
tle in its nature, and mean in its appeaias&oe* 
A person, who enters the apartment, is enrap- 
tured with the splendour of tne soene^^rceives 
the inverted vessel in a comer — and enquires 
why it is placed there ? when he is informed, 
that it awaits the removal of any one who ma^ 
feel so disposed. The person goes— places his 
foot against it — ^When it instantly breaks* The 
moment, however, the covering is removed, the 
lamp — ^before invisible, and beneath it, mingles 
with the general blaze. So soon as the one is 
demolished, the other appe^ars ; there is scarcely 
an intermediate space between the pitcher 
breaking, and the lamp uniting its lambent 
iRame with those shedding their fight around it. 
Just so with a disembodied spirit. Death no 
sooner deals his blow, than the ** earthen ves- 
sel," or the finer porcelain clay, falls in pieces, 
and the soul, which is ^ the candle of the hotd" 
Or, as it may be rendered, ^ the lamp of Jeho- 
vah,'' immediately enters the temple above— 
mingles with ^ the efeneral assembly and church 
of the first-bom, which are written in heaven" 
— with ^ the spirits of just men made perfect.* 
The child of God stands on the veiy threshold 
of heaven ; — ^another step, and he is in glory. 
0,yes, 

•* Life, Uke a dome of muiy-colottred glaai , 
y Btftioi the white radiance of eternity, 
Until death tramplei it to fragmenu." 
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Of William CrisUry senior, little need bei 
added to what has been advanced ; for it will 
have appeared, that of all that were borne hence 
by die flood of fire and damp-^Kod there were 
of the devout l>oth old and young, not any of 
them had ac<iuired the same degree of promi- 
nence in society, or occupied the same place in 
the public mind as himself. He seemed to sit 
enthroned in the affections of all who knew 
him : and his position was maintained to the 
close of his days, as it had been at first secured 
—by piety. In different instances, on the 
&mily going to purchase articles for the funeral, 
the persons of whom the purchases were in- 
tended to be made, refused to receive payment, 
stating, as they were in memory of Crister, they 
felt a pleasure— "though a melancholy one, of 
furnishing them gratis ; while others, less able, 
had to pay for the whole of the refreshments 
furnished on the occasion. Such was the re- 
spect paid to his memory, that many of the 
fnends from Newcastle, Shields, and the neigh- 
bouring places, visited the house to see the 
lifeless clay, which, when animated, had yielded 
them such pleasure to behold. So true it is, as 
^ the Lord God of Israel saith — them that hon- 
our me I will honour." Homer assigns as the 
reason Patroclus was universally lamented — 
" He knew how to be ^ood-natured to all men," 
The Northumbrian Mmer proceeded further in 
Christianity than Heathenism could conduct its 
votaries. He was not only kind and inoffensive. 
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but devout and useful. As a man of peace, he 
was generaly beloved ; persons who cherished 
their prejudices and little antipathies against 
the Wesleyan body, indulged none against 
Crister; he was not one of those who was 
hawked and torn by the malevolent ; and if he 
happened, in the fidelity of his doings, to come 
across the worst part of human nature, in any 
one, such were the amiable qualities that he 
otherwise displayed, that every feeling of re- 
sentment wa^ instantly subdued. No one could 
be found to say, '* Let burning coals fall upon 
him; let him be cast into the fire ; into deep 
pits, that he rise not up again." 

One circumstance connected with his death, 
hitherto unnoticed, ought not to be omitted. 
He was first discovered among the slain of the 
Lord by a person of the name of John Green. 
Like " the captive exile," he had been ^ hasten- 
ing that he should not die in the pit." Several 
were lying beside him where he was stretched 
upon the ground with his face downward,— 
his elbows doubled, — and his hands, with the 
palms outward, spread abroad Uke a fan, imme- 
diately before his chest, as he was wont to 
expand them, when engaged in prayer, or 
speaking on the subject of personal religion. 
A femfde observing this, after he had been 
conveyed home, and knowing his devotional 
attitude^ exclaimed — ** Why, he looks as if he 
were praying down to the very hands yet !" 
Thus they had stiffened.; and it was In thi* 
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exercise^ be, no doubt, elosed bis !ife-~nmniiig 
into tbe jaws of tbe veiy death from whicb be 
was fleeing, but showing, in the words of tbe 
*^ Christian Poet'^ ahreadj quoted — and whose 
writings will be found in the cburob of Qod to 
the end of time, that 

" Pnyer is the ChristUn's vital bKKfh* 

The Christian's native air. 
His watch-word at tbe sate of death; 

He enters heaven with prayer.*' 

Thomas Biovley — another of the Wesleyaa 
eioup, was bom at Garville, in the year 1801. 
He entered, at an early period, the Sabbath 
School established in that place among the 
Wesleyans ; and there teceiTed impressiom 
which were never afterwards obliterated, and 
instructions which aided him in his Ghristiaa 
course. On one occasion during his scholarship, 
he was induced to act the tiuant with some 
other boys. The teacher of course visited hira« 
in order to ascertain the cause of absence. No 
sooner did poor Thomas see him, than bis 
conscience smote him : he was ashamed, con- 
demned, and stood rebuked before his instructor, 
but gave his pledge never more to absent him- 
self wilfully, which pledge he maintained in- 
violate. It was not, however, tiU some time 
about 182d, when he had become a husband 
and a &cher, that he first gave himself to God, 
and then to the church by the will of God. He 
had stood proof some yeazs'against the dictates 
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6f conscience, and against the remonstrances 
and advices of his best friends. When he 
became a father, the responsibility of that rela* 
tionship dwelt with deep weight upon his mind. 
The seed sown in the sundaj School began to 
put forth the blade, the ear, and the full com 
m the ear. Every child was behdd in the light 
6f an important trust received from God. He 
saw that he could not discharge the duty of a 
parent unless he himself possessed personal 
piety. Instruction and example were necessary 
m his early teachers, and equally so in himself. 
In his concern for his ofi^rin^, his concern for 
himself deepened ; and he at length became 'a 
decided Christian, exhibiting an example worthy 
the imitation of othets. The spirit of piety in 
bim was not a transient blaze, but a steady 
flame ; — ^not an occasional impulse, but an 
uniform principle, enabling him to abound in 
the work of the Lord. As a suitable return for 
what he had received at the Sunday School, 
and &om a desire 'to promote the happiness of 
the rising generation, he became a useful and 
laborious teacher himself and a constant at- 
tendant on the Sabbath morning prayer meeting, 
in order to implore the blessing of God on the 
labours of the day. His ChrStian experienee 
was always simple and profitable ; and in his 
class, he generally expressed his assurance o( 
the Divine favour, accompanied with a grateful 
sense of His daily mercies. His mind, some 
time previous to bis death, was unusually ele- 
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vatedy both with present enjoyments and futarag 
prospects, — as his prayers also, in the public 
meetings, had been distinguished for their 
fervour. On the Sabbath morning, prior to the 
catastrophe, he made some remarks m his class 
on the uncertainty of life, and the dangers to 
which he was exposed in his calling, closing 
with an assurance, that whatever became of the 
body, the soul was safe. If we are to entertain 
a doubt of the eternal safety of such men as 
tliese, where shall <^ the ungodly and the sinner 
appear V God will never forsake the panting 
lacer heaving his last breath-r-the weary pilgrim 
taking his last step — the aged warrior in his 
last strufi^gle ! 

t/b^A--the peaceable iTo^AZatcyofi, comes 
up like a patriarch in the rear. He was bom 
at Colliery Dykes, in the county of Durham, in 
the year 1772, and was — as far as such a thing 
can be, a Wesleyan by descent, his parents 
having both been members of Society for many 
years. In some memoranda penned by himself, 
he observes, ** When I was a boy, my parent 
took me to hear the Methodist preachers on the 
Sabbath : for when 1 was left af home at an> 
time, I was sure to profane it. The good spirit 
of the Lord strove with me often, and showed 
me that I was wrong ; then I was afraid of 
going to hell. My parents being poor, I was 
sent very early in life to work ; I had conse- 
quently a very limited education. This I have 
often had to deplore." 
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He proceeds, " in 1789, tlie family went to 
"Work at Bigge's-Main. We at first lived at 
Ouseburn. It was a bad place for me, and it 
was well that we resided there only about a 
year. We returned to Colliery Dykes ; at which 
place a Sunday School was begun in 1790, to 
which I was sent, and began to learn my 
A — ^B, abs. A short time after this, we removed 
to Wall's End Colliery. Here I entered into 
the marriage state, with a steady, careful, in- 
dustrious young woman. The Lord blessed 
our industry, and we did very well. After this, 
we removed to Colliery Dykes again. The Lord 
•was at that time working y&tj powerfully upon 
my mind ; chiefly occasioned by a very narrow 
escape from imminent danger in the pits, in 
connexion with four other men. I was a&aid 
of both body and soul, and went to hear a ser- 
mon one Sunday in the Methodist chapel, under 
which I felt my mind much drawn out after 
God. Again we were removed to Wall's End 
Colliery. This was the beginning of good days 
to my soul," 

In speaking more immediately of those ^^good 
days," he says, ^' I attended the means of grace 
at both church and chapel, till I was at length 
afraid to go to bed without family prayer. I 
had no intention of joining the Methodists at 
first, for I thought I could save myself in the 
church, as well as amon? them. One ni^ht, 
however, I dreamed that I was djrin^, anduiat 
my wife was standing over me, waitmg to see. 
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me depart. I felt conscious that deTils 
would tome and diaff away my souU I then 
thouffht I heard a voice, saying, ^ Go to a Me- 
thodist preadier.' When I awoke^ that portion 
of scripture came forcibly to my mindy * For 
God speaketh once, yea, twice, yet man per- 
eeiyeth it not. In a dream, in a vision of the 
nigfht, when deep sleep falleth upon men, in 
Bhimbeiing^ upon the bed ; then he openeth the 
earsofmSi, and sealeth their instruetioB, that 
he may vrithdraw man from his purpose, and 
hide pride fix)m man.' I embcaced the first 
opportunity of going to diapel, and heard the 
late Rey. J. Doncaster preaefa on, ** I thought 
on my ways, and turned my feet unto thy testi- 
monies; I made haste, and delayed not, to 
keep thy commandments." This was about 
the year 1802, 1 joined the society, being fiilly 
sensible diat I was a lost sinner, who needed 
pardon. At first, however, I could not 
believe, and thought it impossible for any one 
to know his sins forgiven. But on hearing the 
Rev. Joseph Benson, my views were altered. 
1 prayed earnestly for it ; and one day, as I was 
returning home from Newcastle — ^praying and 
believing, I received the blessing of pai^on. For 
the space of four or &ve years, I went on my 
way rejoicing. The Loni was kind to me, — 
carrymg me m his arms, and scarcely permitting 
Satan to tempt me.^' 

In this account we perceive the workings of 
a simple^ sincerff mind , «nd his simplicity, as 
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his subsequent life attested, was not an amiable 
siUioesS) but that which mdght be supposed to 
chaxaoterise the ^beloved <u8cipk" in mdlow 
age. Joseph, after a five years walk of peace 
and joy, was called to jpass through the fire, 
both ok to perscmal and &mily affliction. He 
was married twice ; and shortly after the death 
of his first wife, he was unable, through severe 
indisposition, to attend to his labour for the 
space of several weeks. His oldest boy was 
capable of work ; and some of his fiiends know- 
ing his circumstancesyurgedhim to send another, 
about six years of age, to the pit. ** No," he 
returned, '^ I am a poor man ; I have nothing 
to give to my family but an educcsHon : aad thaty 
they shail have, if possible/' To educate tliem, 
however, sciely with a view to fill uselul or 
important stations in civil society, was not his 
object. He was attentive both to mind and 
Dievals, and was chiefly solicitous to educate 
them for eternity. His manner of maintaining 
the sanctity of die Sabbath, is worthy of imita- 
tion ; and it is encouraging to find, in a fiimily 
so large, how effisctive were aU his admonitions 
on the subject. 

During the last twenty years of his life, the 
foUowmg observances distinguished the Sab- 
B4TH or Gob in his family. Exclusive of his 
own private devotions and readings, a hymn 
•was sung and piayer was ofiered up after 
bceak&st. Being' a teachev, he then proceeded 
to the Sunday School, with a^ many of the 
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ehildren as were able to walk — all washed and 
decently attired ; a picture on which the Sa- 
Tiour would have smiled, had he passed in per- 
son, and which could not but have his approvid 
in Heaven ! The forenoon having been de- 
voted chiefly to religious instruction, he re- 
tiuned home with his lovely charge to dinner. 
Aware that Sunday Schools only accomplish 
half their object, unless they lead to worshipy 
he conducted them to the house of God in the 
afternoon, where they all heard a Sermon. To 
render this more efiectual, and by way of keep- 
ing up a connexion in the mind between the 
homestead and the temple — ^between religion 
at home and religion abroad, the chapter was 
read in the family out of which the text had 
been taken, — a hymn was sung, — and prayer 
agam arose, like incense to the throne of God. 
On this occasion he prayed for the children in- 
dividually, and adverted with peculiar feeling 
to their state, conduct, and circumstances. 
Chapel was again resorted to in the evening, 
where a second sermon was heard ; and the 
hallowed day was closed, by the family group, 
encircling the domestic altar, where the father 
and priest of the house, devoutly thanked his 
Maker for bringing him ^ a Sabbath day's jour- 
ney nearer Heaven." Bums has sung the 
** Cotters' Saturday Night," and Grahame has 
sung the ^ Sabbath," but neither of them have 
adorned their muse with a picture equal to this 
for simplicity, puzity, and spirituality. 
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A fluuiy like tkis, was in no danger of being 
•nspected of being a mere ** ey&-gervant** He 
was as mueh distinguished for bis fidelity and 
devotion to thejinterests of his employers as to 
his God. In all his ways, both as to his civil 
and religious duties, he was remarkable for 
crckr in their observance, punctuality as to 
time, and a mild peaceable demeanour, in their 
discharge. He, like Thomas Reavley, the Sab- 
.bath before the accident, spoke in the class of 
the happiness he had experienced that morning 
while engaged in family prayer : and his leader 
having to leave before the meeting was con- 
cluded, he was left to close the service. 

There is a circumstance connected with the 
deadi of good old Joseph, which, while it ren- 
ders it exceedingly painful, shows the imper- 
fection of human foresight, and the way in 
which the providence and works of God often 
thwart the benevolent designs of man. He 
was wliat is termed a deputy overman, and 
was in one of the most dangerous parts of the 
mine, situated about 600 yards oast of the G 
pit shaft, or shaft which nrst exploded. Hav- 
ing heard the explosion in a distant part of the 
mme, while attending to his duty, and disdain- 
ing to seek safety in flight, so long as his young 
charge were exposed to danger, the obvious 
Qonjecture is, that he had, with all the ordec 
and prudence peculiar to him, hastily collected 
the Davy lamps*— hurried the older boys be- 
fore him through the mine, '^upon** whom 

19 
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wore ^ fear, and the pity and a snare,'^--and 
taJlmg two of the lesser ones by the hand, pro- 
ceeded with all possible expedition towards 
the shaft. In this way he had travelled be- 
tween three and four hundred yards from the 
place of gathering, aud when within only about 
one hundred and sixty yards from the base of 
the shaft — ^a place of probable safety, he was 
met by the ^ after damp" which at once put a 
period to his fears, his hopes, and his toils. 
There he was found, with eight boys and nine 
young men — two of the youngest on each side 
— two immediately behind, whose strength had 
apparently fisuled — and the remainder in front 
of him — ^unscorched ; — thus surrounded in 
death by several of those whom he had taught 
in the Sunday School in life, and who, through 
his tuition,^, had been directed the most ready 
way — whether in the moment of peril or secu- 
rity, to ^ Behold the Lamb of God, v^hich 
taketh away the sins of the world." And who 
can tell, in. minds previously instructed and 
powerfully impressed with wholesome truth, 
"what ** the upward glancing of the eye," might 
effect, when the compassionate gaze of a Re- 
deemer, caught the last piercing look of the 
sufferer — ^in which look the whole soul was 
lodged, and on its way upward 1 Joseph fell 
like a shepherd, solicitous for the safety of his 
floc^, in the hour of danger ; and near him lay 
not only the boys, but-rhe lamps which they 
l^ad used for the purposes of their occupation, 
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and which it had been one of his last acts to 
collect I Here they were litteralljr " gathered 
together," in the language of Isaiah, *^ as pri- 
soners are gathered m the pit ;" and though 
^' shut up" in death, the hand that closed the 
door, held the key of heaven. 

Had not the shaft been choked with timber, to 
which he was hastening, the possibility at least 
existed, of deliverance ; and this is one of the cir- 
cumstances which render the death of so brave 
and humane a man, so painful. When the 
progress downward was impeded by the tim- 
bers which had been shook out of their place 
by the explosion, the first expedient that oc- 
curred to Mr. Reay was, to secure a black- 
smith's anvily suspend it over the mouth of the 
pit, let it drop and so force a passage to the 
bottom. But' here two obstacles were pre- 
sented ; first, the possibility of some of the 
men being alive below, and being killed by its 
fall ; and secondly, the probability of dashing 
agaijist the side of the cast-iron tubbing, so 
bursting it, and inundating the pit. It was 
not till one o'clock, therefore, on Monday 
morning, that the good old man was dis- 
coverecl ; and when the writer saw him in his 
shroud and in his cofiin, in his own house, on 
the forenoon of the same da;^, in company with 
Mrs. Reay* and Mr. Leppington, he looked 



* Since .thep, this a^cellent woman hu entered the 
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more like a venemble apostle placidly sunk into 
ft &tate of slumber, than a person in the arms of 
death ; — ^Iris excellent widow surrounded by 
the family and friends in an adjoining room. 



WilrM of spirits. As a memoir of her is eontflnplftted, 
and this is not the place fot any lengthened notice, the 
writer—as an iacenti^e to a de;rout life in the interim, 
mav be allowed a few obserrations on her trinmphant 
endf. 

Though Mrs. {le*7» bad beea Kradoally declining in 
health for some time, and spoke of it with Christian re- 
signation, yet it was not till the morning of December 
25th, 1836, that she waa seised with a Tiolent spasmodic 
action of the heart, which indicated organic disease, and 
threatened the speedy termination of her ralnable life. 

- She seemed to meet her last affliotion.like a skllfal and 
experienced commander, who, when no enemy is Tisible, 
maintains a vigilant watch, and warily turns his eve in 
c^very direction, lest the foe should be lying in aambush, 
ready to spring up in an unexpected moment, and from 
an unexpected quarter ; and thus prepared at every step 
and at every point for the appearance and onset of the 
aaaallent. But in this, she was more under the influence 
of suspicion than of fear; she knew in whom she be- 
lieved, and while her confidence in Ood removed all doubt 
and anxiety, she knew also, that for the exercise of 
that confidence, and ultimately to advance its strength, 
she might still be permitted to he assailed by an unalum- 
bering and malignant adversary. 

The Rev. 8. Broadbeot visited her, Monday, Jan. 16, 
1837,— She had been blessed but with little repose during 
the night, and was extremely feeble. On seeing Mr. B., 
she said in a subdued tone. ** I am just on the brink of 
the river.*' He replied appropriately, '* You know when 
the Israelites were about to pass Jordan, the priests bear- 
ing the Ark of the Oovenant, went before ;. and when 
their feet were dipped in the brim of the river, though it 
had iHrevieusly overflown all its banks, the waters stood 
and rose upon an heap, until the people had passed over, 
•ad your Great High Priest will fo before fou, «nd lead 



THK wall's end MINKR. 211 



iDoatning like a CbristiAii, and meekly observ- 
ing, — *^ It is kind of you to come to see me." 

Taking a view of the solemn event, as a 
whole, it must be evident to all who are dis- 



you to the promised land." Her vpirit revired at this, 
and clasping her hands, she said, *< O yes, I trust He will 
— He M with me." "While Mr. B. was engaged in prayer, 
tihe added to every petition, her devout and fervent, 
••Amen.»* 

The last time the writer saw her, was on the morning 
ofthelSth, being the Wednesday before she died — and 
after an acquaintance of upwards of 30 years. On enter- 
ing the room with the family for domestic worship, she 
appeared to be extremely weak, as she sat partially prop- 
ped op in bed, with the lower part of the face reclming 
on the breast But in the midst of great languor and de- 
bility, there was great clearness of perception, a mild 
expression in the eye, and a settled composure of feature, 
-which spoke the holy calm of a Sabbath within. This 
led the writer to prav especlallv for a continuance of the 
quiet so apparent — that It might resemble the unruffled 
stream — full, and deep, and clear, peacefully pursuing its 
pilgrimage to the ocean. Her responses, though feeble, 
were frequent, and uttered in a way that communicated 
an indescribable feeling to the heart. On rising, and going 
to the couch, she f tretched out her hand, and with an In- 
tonation of voice in accordance with the subject expres- 
sed, she breathed softly into the ear, while gently raising 
her head,— *' Hweet Peace !" adding, *< He will stand me." 

Saturday, 21st, — Her old and endeared friend, and band- 
mate, Mrs. Coulthard, of Gateshead, visited her. Though 
she had visited Mrs. R. a few days prior to this, yet the 
latter felt her weaknesa to be such, that she was afraid she 
could scarcely support another interview. At length, she 
said. — "W>11, 1 will close mv eyes, and I shall probably be 
less aillpcted.*' Mrs. C. sortly entered the chamber, and 
though invisible to her friend, they pressed hands^ and 
enmmnned with Ood and each other in spirit. During a 
brief pause, she who was sick, and whom Jesus loved. 
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posed to improve the subject, tbat God bas 
arisen, on the occasion, out of His place, and 
intends it as one of his manifestations to the 
NEIGHBOURHOOD. The language of the prophet 



might hare inwardly snid, in the laognage of Moatgomery 
on the Death of Reynolds : — 

" This place is holy groanrl ; 

World, with thy cares, away t 
Silence and darkness reicn around. 

But, lo ! the break of day : 
^hat bright and sudden dawn appears. 
To shine upon this scene of tears?" 

And her friend might hare responded in the next stanza, 
while sitting by the side of the couch :— 

*' Tis not the morning light. 

That wakes the lark to sing ; 
'Tis not a meteor of the night. 

Nor track of angel's wing : 
It is an uncreated beam, 
Like that which shone on Jacob's dream " 

It was, indeed, to employ a metaphor of the same divine 
son of song, a moment when Eternity met with Time, 
and when '* a scale sublime,** extending ** from heaven to 
earth, rested on either sphere.'* Mrs. C., in a divine ex- 
tacy, softly uttered, — •* Glory,— glory,— the room is full of 
heaven ;" while her friend, in darkness as to this world— 
her eyes being still closed, was all light within, enjoying 
a vision of glory in her soul — the full day.break of Eter- 
nity, being ready to burst upon her; meanwhile, feebly 
waiving her hand, in token of triumph. 

In the evening of the same day, Mr. Ueay went into the 
room with the family for prayer. When he knelt, he 
paused— faultered — and then was as dumb liefore the Lord. 
A genera] sob, though partially smothered, was heard. 
Just at that moment^though previously in the lowest state 
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*i»ay be appropriately quoted, ^ The Lord's 
voice crieth unto the city, and the man of wis- 
dom shall see thy name : hear ye the rod who 
hath appointed it." The bioad scale on whicli 



of weakneM, Mn. Reay rose from her pillow— apparently 
invigorated in soul and in body for the occasion, and with 
promptitude, firmness, and energy, accompanied with a 
piercing glance of the eye, exclaimed — ** Jotin, that won*t 
do,— that wont do. '* He instantly felt rebuked— resigned 
all to Ood— and in the genuine spirit of prayet, poured out 
his spirit at the throne of grace, in whicii she devoutly 
joined. 

Towards the whole of the close of the affliction which 
removed her hence, she was mercifully preserved from 
pain. Indeed, as general prostration of strength crept on, 
all painful effects subsided ; in reference to which, she re- 
marked to the writer, '• It is all mixed with mercy." She 
continued sinking— almost imperceptibly sinking, to the 
close ; being such a wasting as was to be perceived by the 
week rather than the day ; thus giving reality 'to what 
otherwise is often mere poetry, even in the " The Death 
of the Righteous,'* owing to painful associate circumstan- 
ces, and leading the mournful attendants to soothe each 
other with— 

" Sweet is the scene when nature dies. 
When sinks a righteous soul to rest ; 

Now mildly beam the closing eyes. 
Now gently heaves th* expiring breast. 

*' So fades a summer cloud away. 
So sinks the gale when storms are o'er. 

So f^ently shuts the eye of day. 
So dies the wave upon the shore.*' 

Her enS wss lilce a beautiful but calm sun-set on a sum- 
mer evening;— the sun setting beneath the horizon, in- 
deed,— but to rise more resplendent in anotber hemis- 
phere : ▼eritying the language of the '* Christian PoeffS'— 
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the woik of destniction -was caitied on, is proof 
sufficient, that God aimed at nothing short ot 
general impression; and the conclusion is^ 
that it should be succeeded by a general refor- 
mation* He has kindled a fire, and like Jem" 
salem of old, has '^set" the neighbourhood 
** upon the coals ;" but it is in order to puti!^ 
it 

To the immediate firimda and rdoHees of 
the sufierers, the Divine Being speaks still 
more loudly. The voice of his judgments from 
afar, is, alas, but too often heard in soft whim- 
pers. — Distance produces, both with regard to 
time and placSy the same effect upon the mind, 
that a remote sound has upon the ear. Hence, 
the destruction of a world by water— of the 
cities of the plain by fire — and of Korah, Da- 
than, and Abiram by a purposely-wrought 
earthquake, can be read without enjpcion. 
But when God enters the vicinity in which we 
reside, or the home in which we live, then is 
certainly the time above all others, for bowing 
with reverence while He is ^lassing by in the 



••— — Wf«» iM> iwppfh' »M»«»««»cl to be. 
It lapwd in immorUlity.*' 

ihos doted the scpne with Mrs. DoTOfhv Rea* of 
Camlle, January 82, 1837, in the 37tb year of her Chrta- 
tian Pllpcriroage— the Sftth year of her offlee, aa the leader 
of a female das*— and in the 56th year of her natural life ; 
-^entering en the Sabbath of Ood« upon her eternal rest. 
— " Write, Blesaed are the dead that die in the Lord I" 
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storm, and for profitinof by the traces He has 
left, whether of mercy or of judgment. He 
never speaks, but to be heard ; never manifests 
Himself, but to be seen ; and this event calls 
for humiliation, resignati(Hi, watchfulness, and 
amendment. — " Therefore be ye also ready ; 
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of 
Man Cometh ! 

It would be improper to omit noticing, as it 
will be gratifying to know, the public sympa- 
thy awakened on the occasion. The following 
is a summary of the leading circumstances con- 
nected with the sufferers, survivors, and fund 
— the names and more minute particulars of 
the former being reserved for the Appendix ; 



Total number of men and boys— dead 103 
Remaining alive 3 



106 



Women deprived of their hu<9bands 14 
Children dependent upon these 14 wi- 
dows 40 

Widowed mothers deprived of their sons 8 
Number of families affected by the stroke 6 1 
Children capable of working in the 

families 5 

Children unemployed .. •• 6U 
Boys nnder eight years of age .< 8 

Girls under do. 12 
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Amount subscribed by the Owners 

and the Public .. .. £2009 13 4 
Paid the first year £442 3 

Paid the second year £293 18 
Balance in hand, Oct., 

1837 .. .. £1268 12 9 

The fund expected to last about nine yeais. 
* « * * * 

Allowed to each parent who bad lost 

ason, immediately after the calamity £2 
Weekly allowance to widows •• 2 6 

Do. for each child under 9 years of 
age •• •. • •• •• 10 
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Note B ; Mbthodisk in its Risk and Pbooress in 
THE Town and Nsiqhbjubhood. 

(PAOB 1.) 

Tmouoh Mr. Wesley notices his first visit to Newcastle 
in his Journal, and a few circumstances connected with 
it, yet it was not till fourteen months after, that he related 
the occasion which led to it : and even then only inciden- 
tally, in a letter to the Mayor of the town. The letter 
itself was never published. A copy of it was transcribed 
by Thomas Marriott, Esq., and handed to the writer, 
which, as a Wesleyan curiosity — ^and interesting to the 
Societies in the North, may here be presented to the rea- 
der. It may be proper to remark, that Mr. Wesley visited 
Newcastle in the month of July, 1743, on the 10th of 
which month, he remarks, (Works, vol. I., p. 423), " Sun- 
day, I preached on* Why toill ye die* %c.** In conse- 
quence of some disturbance at the time, he received a 
message from the Mayor, to which he wrote the following 
reply : 

•• July 18, 1743. 

"Mb. Matob, 

** A message was delivered to me yester- 
day in the street by one at the head of a crowd of people, 
to this effect :— ' Mr. Mayor being informed of the tumult 
you raised on Sunday, discharges you from preaching at 
the Sand-hill any more.* 
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** I revereDce til Magiitntet, m the Miniiten of God. 
Therefbte, At the Sand Hill. I will preach no more.— Thi< 
if my answer to you aa a Magistrate Bnt, will yoa not 
pardon me, Sir, if I add a few words, not as one acensed 
to a Judg^, but as onereasonable man speaking to another 1 
When I Was first prest by the OeuBtess of Hantii^doii^ 
to go and pfeach to the OolUers in, or near Newcastle, 
that obJ^Hon immediately occurred ; * Have they not 
Church^ kdd Ministers already?* It was answered. 
* They hare Churches; but they never go to' them I and 
Ministers, but they seldom or never hear them 1 Per* 
baps they may hear you. And what if you save (under 
Ood) but one soul V I yielded. I took up my cross and 
came. I preached Jesus the Saviour of sinners. Many 
sinners of all sorts came and heard. Many were (and 
are) saved from their sins. The drunkards are sober. 
The common swearers fear Ood, The Sabbath-breakers 
now keep that day holy. These facta are undeniable ; 
the persons being well known, and ready at any time to 
attest them,— Last week, I was informed, that abundance 
of Sabbath-breakers and drunkards used to wander about 
the Sand-Hill on Sunday evenings. Immediately my 
heart burned within me to call those sinners also to re- 
pentance. I came ; and, nothing terrified by their noise, 
cried aloud in the name of the Lord, 

■ Bianers, tuml why will you die 7 
Ood, your Maker, asks you why V 

.They subsided apace ; and more and more began to sink 
into seriousness. Some Oentlemen (I am sorry to say it) 
laboured exceedingly to prevent this. And one particu- 
larly in light grey clothes, went to and fro with great dili- 
gence, and gave money to, I believe, SO or 30 persons, to 
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Bbotit, and strike, or puh their nelgliboan. Much tamalt 
urose, In the interrale of ealm I eried the more earn- 
estly, ' Tnm ye, tnrn ye, for why will ye die, O house of 
Israel V After almost an hoar (the time I at first proposed 
I withdrew, walking thro* the thickest of the Rioters, 
who dropt away to the right attd left, and could no more 
bear my eye, than they could Hit that sent me. 

** Now, Sir, what an insolt It is upon common sense, to 
say, /raised that tumult! Had only these Gentlemen, 
so called. Stood quietly, I would have answered for the 
beha?iour of the rest, who witliin one quarter of an hour, 
would hsTe been as orderly and silent as an assembly in a 
Court of Justice. However that be, I have now deliyer«*d 
my own soul, and if these poor sheep do continue in sin, 
and consequently perish, I am clear ; I have done what 
in me lay t Their blood is not on my head. 

** I am persuaded, Sir, yon do not take the freedom 
with which I have spoken, as a mark of disrespect ; but 
rather as a proof, that I am. Sir, 

'* Your most obedient Servant, 

"JOHN WEdLEY." 

In connection with the beginnings of Methodism in the 
North, a brief notice of Its Statistics may not be unaccep - 
table to its friends. 

In 1749 there were only iweniy'hto Otreuiii in England, 

Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. 
In 1885, exclusive of Missions, foreign and domestic, and 

also of Ireland, which has now 11 Districts and 

44 Circuits, there were 33 DUtrictt, and S79 

Cireuitt. 
In 1749, fbeAViPcafUe Circuit embraced the counties of 
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Northamberland, Gamheriand, WestmorelamV 
part of Durham, and run a long way into Scot- 
land : in 1835, it was only about 9 mile* from e€ut 
to west, and 6 or 7 from nortn to aouth ; from 16 
to 18 Circuita haying been formed out of what was 
previoualy called ** a round.** 

In 1765, when first the name$ of the preachers were given 
there were 12j9reachers, the Circoits having mul- 
tiplied to 39. 

In 1766, when thentfinfieffin Society were first given to 
the public, Newcastle Circuit stood 1.804. the 
highest number of any in the three kingdoms. 
Lancashire, which was the next, stood 1,743. 

In 1835, the numbers yielded by the same ground which 
the Newcastle Circuit formerly occupied, were 
17.606, employing about 41 travelling preachers, 
instead of 4, as in 1766. 

Id 1766, there were only 11 chapels in Northumberland, 
Westmoreland, Cumberland, Durham, and that 
part of Scotland belonging to thp Newcastle Cir- 
cuit : viz. the Orphan House, begun in 1742 ; 
Kinley, in 1758 ; Gateshead Pell in 1754 ; North 
Shields, Whitehaven. Teesdale, and High -street, 
Sunderland, in 1759 ; Westgate, in 1763 ; Barnard 
Castle, (possibly in the Dales Circuit,) in 17W ; 
Monkwearmouth and Alston, in 1766. 

-In 1818. there were, including the above 11 chapels, at 
least 68 on the same ground ; and if calculations 
are brought down to 1835. we shall be within 
oompass, if we say 130.— On the Banks of the 
Tyne alone, within a line of from 80 to 30 mHes 
up the riser, there are no less than 31 Methodist 
Chapels, exclusive of those belonging to slips 
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from the Body — 16 on one side of the river nnd 
15 on the other — not one chapel being more than 
i two miles from another, either on one side of the 

river or the other— and not a chapel a half a mile 
from the Tsrne Itself : thus studding the banks 
from Hexham to Shields. 
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A'ote C ; List op Suvpbrbub and Sckviyoks. 

(IBK PAOB 151.) 



Air«. 



Name. 



How Employed. 



B2 ThoB. Simpson 
63 Jos. LawsoQ 
56 Wm. Crister 
17 W. Crister, jun. 
35 Jolm Robson 

12 And. Robson 

13 Matt. Usher 

16 Peter Green 

19 Luke Mason 

17 Peter Mason 

15 Wm. Mason 
13 Robert Mason 

20 James Miller 
83 Martin Brown 
SI Robert Clarke 

17 Wm. Dinning 

18 Bate. Dinning 
67 Christ Oying- 

ton, sen. 

19 Christ Oring- 

ton, Jan. 

20 John Stanness 

12 John Reavley 
28 Edw. Combey 
20 Robt Combey 
11 James Combey 
28 Francis Bell 

19 Richard Bell 

16 William Bell 

13 Robert Bell 

20 John Oillis 

8 Robert Roseby 



OTermam • • 

dep-overman 

dep-overman 

crane- man 

dep-overman 

trapper 

trapper 

stone-stower 

putter 

putter 

putter 

trapper 

putter 

hewer 

putter 

putter 

putter 

door-keeper 

putter 

putter 

trapper 

putter 

putter 

trapper 

crane-man 

putter 

rolley-driyer 

rolley-driver 

putter 

trapper 



Widow and 
Children. 

.. widow 12 
.. widow 10 



2 father and § widow 6 
5 Son 



r widow 



) father and c widow 5 
5 Son I .. — 



( 









brothers 



■ • • • 

\ brothers (widow 3 
3 in-law 1 .. — 

} brothers | ;; ~ 

father and J widow 5 
son I •• — 



• • 



brothers 



brothers 



;; = 



mother 3 
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Age. 



Vame. 



How Employed. 



15 Jobn Lowry 
43 Cath. Reayley 
20 John Reavley 

16 Tlios. Retvley 
13 John Uepple 
1-1 John Rosehy 
10 Joseph Rosehy 

15 Joseph Rosehy 

13 Christ. Rosehy 
8) Hpnry Giles 
19 John Giles 

16 Andrew Gilen 
19 Edw. Gomhey 
19 John Bnddle 

17 Mich. Buddie 

14 Matt Buddie 
17 Henry A| 



widow anl 
Children, 
attending Davy lamps . . — 

^^^" (father and (^^^^^ "^ 

) •<>"• I :: = 



putter 
helper up 
trapper 
putter 
putter 



11 Jas. Appleby* 
73 Jos. Harhottie 

13 Thomas Swan 

15 R. Pendlington 

14 Thos. EUertoQ 
19 John English 
19 Roger Sharp 

18 Button Raite 
13 Christ. Raite 
53 W. Thompson 

13 Jas. Thompson 

14 J. Thompson 

16 Geo Kennedy 
23 John Croser 

12 Thomas Mason 

19 James Green 
84 Thos. Reavley 

11 John Reavley 
l4 Thomas Moore 

12 James Moore 



!- brothers \ 
I brothers { 



I brothers ( " 

^u<.»«a f C • a 

roUey-driver » bro's, cousins c 

rolley driver j of the above C 

putter i ( •• 

putter V brothers < 

Tolley-driver ) f .. 

rolley-driver 

putter 

putter 

putter 

putter 

trapper . , ,. __ 

trapper .. widow — 

rolley-driver ,. .. — 

Tolley-driver .. mother 5 

attending Davy lamps mother 3 

putter .. #.. — 

putter .. .. .. 

|uX; }btothe« {■»•*„ J 

sinker 1 father and r widow 8 

driver / son I .. — 

rolley-driver .. .. — 

rolley-driver .. .. — 

hewer „ widow 8 

trapppT ,. ., — 

crane>man .. ••ST 

hewer -i father and (widow d 

trapper / son 1 .. — 



* This is the boy who, having finished liis own work, bar 
gained with another boy, who was aunxious to visit the race 
course, to remain at woik for him, as noticed p. I6S. 
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Ixe* 



Kame. 



21 Joseph Wright 
19 John Chicken 
16 John Souli^hy 

14 Geo. Soulsby 
47 Wra. Johnson 
19 Jaraes Giles 
18 £dwd. McNay 
75 Ralph Wageott 
31 Matt. Soulsby 

9 George Kyle 
21 John Wagi;ott 

18 John Hafl 
11 George Unll 

10 Joseph Wanlaas 
24 William Reay 
28 Andrew Reay 

11 ThoH. Huggup 

19 David Collins 

15 Luke WaUon 
14 Francis Haxon 

20 James Cousin 

16 George Miller 

13 John niHer 
19 Thos. Sharp 
19 Edward Bell 

16 Ralph Waggett 

14 J. C. Waggett 

17 Wm. Patrick 

15 David Patrick 

21 R. Wilkinson 
17 W. Wilkinson 
13 Roht. D'Wson 
15 Percival Reed* 
13 John Reed' 



iUTENPO 


i4 




How Employed. 


Widow and 






CbildrcD 


putter 


m m 


^^ 


putter 


• • 


mother 4 


way cleaner 

trapperi 

sinker 


\ brothers 




• • 


widow 8 


putter 


« • 


^^ 


putter 


• • 


• ■ ^™* 


trapper 


• • 


widow 10 


onsftter 


• • 


■ • ^"^ 


trapper 


• • 


• • ^^* 


putter 


• • 


mother 3 


putl«*r 
putter 


• hfuthers 


{:: - 


trapper 


• m 


• • ^^" 


hewer 
hewer 


■ brothers 


(mother 1 
(widow 5 


trapper 


• • 


• • ^mam 


putter 


• • 


mother 8 


trapper 


• • 


• • a*^ 


trapper 


• « 


• « 9m^ 


putter 


• • 


• • ^"^ 


putter 
trapper 


} brothers 


{ •• Z 


putter 
nelper up 


• ■ 


mother — 


• • 


• • ^^ 


driver 
driver 


brothers 


C .. - 

1. .. — 


trapper 
trapper 


■ brothprs 


• •• z 


trapper 
roliey driver 


• brothers 


— 


trapper 


a ■ 


• • ^^^ 


way cleaner 
way cleaner 


} brothers 


{ •• z 



* John Reed, the father of the above boys, was one of the 
four got out of the mine alive, and who as noticed pp. 161 and 
192, had his l«g ampatatfed. 
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A'ofo D ; AcoiDBNTS in Goal Mines. 
(rAOBl55.) 



;TiiB following Table and Extracts are to be found in in 
Appendix, by Sykes, to ** The Evidence taken before 
the Select Committee of tbe House of Lords, appointed 
to take into Consideration the State of the Cc^al Trade 
in tbe United Kingdom/' &o.] 

** Explosions and other Casualties,** says he, " happen- 
ed as frequently in our Collieries formerly as at the pre- 
sent time ; but the s«'nrility of the local press prerented 
their being given to the public. The fallowing extract 
from the Newcastle Journal of March 81st, 1767, will 
prqve this assertion :— * As so many deplorable accidents 
have lately happened in Collieries, it certainly elaims the 
attention of Gonl-owpeTS to make a prorision for the dis- 
tressed widows and fatherless children occasioned by 
these Mines, as the catastrophe from foul-air becomes 
more common than eyer ; yet, as we hare been requested 
to take no particular notice of these things, which in fact 
could hare very little good tendency, we drop the farther 
mentioning of it ; but before we dismiss the subject, as a 
laudable example for their imitation, we recommend the 
provision made in the Trinity House for distiessed sea- 
men, seamen's widows, &c„ which in every lespeet is 
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praise-worthy, and confers bonour on tliat broiherhood.* 
From tbis it is reasonable to conclade, that there must, 
at that time, have been a drea4ful *vfeep qf human life in 
one or more of the neighbouring Collieries ; and it is from 
■ach injunctions laid upon the newspaper editors, that 
these occurrences for a great number of years were kept 
as much as possible from the public :* however, I shall 
give a more complete list than any hitherto published >- 

Tim* when* CoUleriM. CatiSM. Utm 

Lost. 

1658 May. Oallow Flat,t near Els wick Inundated 

number unknown 

About 1710. Benshamt exploded 70 to 80 

1743 Jan. 18. North fiiddiok ditto 17 

1756Aug..lI. Chaytor*sHaugh ditto 4 

1757 June 10. Ravensworth ditto 16 

1760 June 15 Long Benton ditto 1 



* It is not many years rino6 coroner's inqaests were fint 
held on the bodies of the unfortunate suffisrers by these Tisitar 
lions, consequently " the ready eoffin and Uie charch yard 
dosed thersoene.** 

•f " April S4di, 1005, were hurried, James Archer and his 
son Stephen, who, in the month of May, 1658, were drowned 
in a coal pitt in the Qalla Flat, by the breaking in of water 
from an old waste. The bodys were found intire after they 
had lyen in the water 96 years and 11 months.*'~5(. Andrew** 
JUegi»ter^ 

t This was the ^t attempt made to work the low main 
seam in theniughbourhood of Newcastle. 
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Tlm«whfts Collieriei. Causei. Urwt 

Lost. 
1761 Dec. 1. Hartley Exploded 5 

1765 April 2. Walker ditto 8 

1766 March 19. Ditto ditto 10 
.«.« April 16. South Biddick do aeTeral 
.... Aug. 82. Lambton ditto 6 

1767 March 27. Fatfield ditto 89 
1773 Deo. 6. A Colliery near the Wear do several 
1776 Oct 7. Ovington's Pit,* E Raiaton ditto 5 
1778 Dec. 8. Dolly Pit, Ghay tor's Haugh exploded 24 
1780 Aug. 21. Birtley North Side ditto 3 

1782 May 17. The Fauld Pit.t Gateshead ditto 4 
.... Oct 11. Wallsendl ditto 1 

1783 May. Washington ditto 8 



* This explosion happened as follows. — Michael Smnrth- 
waite having made preparation for a blast in the stone, work- 
ing downwards or sinkingi fastened a rope, called the centre 
line, in the hole, for the purpose of running a hot iron ring 
from the top of the pit to a train of gunpowder, and being 
drawn up from the bottom so as to be oonsidoed safe, the ring 
was run down the line by the other man, William Wilson, 
which caused the explorion, and they were both lost Wilson 
had gone to work that day for another man whose turn it was. 

t These unfortunate men were all that weie down the pit at 
the time of the explosion. Three of the bodies were got, the 
other tte'tt remains in the mine. The coals worked here were 
called the HopewelL The colliery was on the east side of the 
High-street of Gateshead, in what is saBed the High Ward. 

I The coal sei on fire, and the colliery drowned up to ex ' 
tingnish it 
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Time when. Collieries. Camei U>«i 

Lost 

178S WMhington exploded tf 

Ditto ditto 2 

to Lambton's A Pit, Bm. Moor ditto 1 

Ditto B Pit, ditto do seTenl 

1794. Do. L&dy Ann Pit, Moveton ditto a 

1784 Nor. 6. Wallsend* ditto 8 
.... Dec. n. Ditto ditto S 

1785 Jane 9. Dittot ditto 1 



* These explosions were supposed to hatii taken plaoe st the 
■park of the steel mill, by the light of which thetseopte were 
working in the shaft. The bodieb were not rtoovered for ee?e- 
rai months. 

In repairing the shaft after these explosions, the mode of 
throwing the rays of the son down a shaft by a mirror, so as 
to light it, was aoeidentally dlseoTored in ttae foltowing msn- 
der :— While the people were working in the rtiaft, at about 8i) 
fkthoms from the surfaoe, a carpenter wai employed to do 
aomethii^ at the head framing immediately abore the mouth 
of the shaft, and in using his saw he tamed the bright blade 
of it aooidentally so as to throw a peneil of the sun's rays sud- 
denly down the pit, to the great terror of the workmen below, 
who thoui^t the pit had fired agam. The eauae of their 
alarm being, howerer, soon diseovered, it soggeeted the idea 
of applying a mirror to threw the light of the sun down the 
■haft, which mode of Mgfatiug has since been frequently re> 
sorted to when other lights eouM not be ueed. 

f This was the firvt ez^sion whidt waa dietinetly known 
to haiwe taken plaoe at the steel mill. Some doubt remained 
up to this time as to whether the fire-damp would explode al 
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2 


29 


ThMnlim. 


CoUleriM 


Causei. Lives 
Lust. 


1785 Dee. 4. 


Wallsend 


exploded 


^ 


1786 April 9. 


Ditto 


ditto 


6 


1790 Oct. 4. 


Ditto 


ditto 


7 


1793 Dec. 87. 


Hope Pitt. Sheriff Hill 


ditto 


14 


1794 Jane 9. 


Bickieton Fil, near Pickttee ditto 


SO 


.... Jttne 11. 


Harraton 


ditto 


88 


.... N07. 


Glebe Pit, Oxcleae 


ditto 


8 


• ••« Dec. 81« 


Hope Pitt, Sheriff Hill 


do. sereral 


1795 April ^. 


Haradise. or W Pitt, Benwell ditto 


11 


1796 Pel). 12. 


New Washington 


ditto 


r 


a... Aprlh 


B Pit. Washihgcoo 


ditto 


8 


.... Sept 8. 


Slatyford 


inundated < 


1798 Feb. 27. 


B Pit Washington 


exploded 


7 


.... May 22. 


Olebe Pit, Oxclose 


ditto 


4 


1799 


Jane Pit, NewbotUe 


ditto 


1 


.... Aug. 13. 


A Pit, Oxclose 


ditto 


1 


.... Oct 11. 


Lumley 


ditto 


39 


(The bodies of these unfortunite sufferers 


1 were never 


found.) 








1803 


Moreton Pit,Laml>ton 


exploded 


8 


.... Sep. 85. 


Wallsend 


ditto 


18 


1805 April. 


A Kit, Oxclose 


ditto 


8 


.... Oct 81. 


Hebbum 


ditto 


35 


.... Not. 89. 


Oxclose 


ditto 


38 


1806 March 8C 


1. Killingworth 


ditto 


10 



(he spark of the steel mill or not ; but the faet iras elearly as- 
ocrtatned on this ooeasion, as the person, John Sdkirk, 
•rbo iras " playin|' ' the mill at the time, survived the aceideni 
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TIum when. CoDleilei. Causes. IjT«a 

Lost. 

1806 NewFit,Shiney Row exploded 8 

....Aug. 31. Hall Pit. Fatfield ditto 3 

.... N0V.S9, Harraton* ditto 4 

1808 Not. 30. Hall Pit, Fatfield ditto 3 

Colling*s Fit, Rainton ditto 8 

B Pit, Oxcloae ditto 1 

Houghton Gate Pit Lambton ditto 8 
(The last three 1 hare no dates for.) 

1809 Sept. 14. KiOingworth ditto IS 
1818 May 85. Felling ditto 98. 
.... Oct 10. Herrington Mill Fit, Pensher ditto 24 
1813 July 17. Collingwood Main ditto 8 



* The coal was set on fire by this explosion, and the plt» 
were tighUjr scaffblded to exclude the air, for the purpose of 
smothering out the fire. The pits were opened out at the end 
of two months, when the fire on the coal was found to be ex- 
tinguished; but to the astonishment of every body, a pouy 
was found to be aliTO and in high condition. This pony had 
a trick of slipping his halter, and wandering about the work- 
ings. The explosion happened just after the pit had &]ished 
its day's work, and the horses, 98 in number, had been tied op 
in tho stables. It is supposed that this pony had slipt his 
halter, and gone upon his ramble as usual, as all the ranaining 
SI horses were killed in the stables by the explosion. It would 
seem that the life of this pony had been preserved by the f^h 
air, which was pent up in the rise part of the workings, and be 
had lived upon the forage of his dead companions. He surr 
▼ived the accident many years. 
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Time when. 

1613 Sep»28. 
.... Deo. 84. 

1814 Apra 5. 
.... Aug. 12. 
• . . . ocp. 9. 

1815 May 3. 
.... June 2. 
• ••• June 27. 

.... July 31. 

.... Dec. 11. 
.... Dec. 18. 
1817 June 30. 



CoUlerleB. 



HaU Pit, Fatfleld 

Felling 

Howdon Pit, Percy Main 

Hebburn 

Leafield 

Heaton Main 

Success Pit, Newbottle 

Sheriff Hill 

Bursting of the Boiler \ 
Newbottle . of a high-pressure Lo- I 18 

comotive Engine, j 
Sheriff HiU shaft brattice firing 5 

Tovnley exploded 1 

Row Pit,* Harraton ditto 38 



Causes. Lives 
libit. 

exploded 32 
ditto 23 
ditto 4 
ditto 11 
ditto 4 

inundated 75 

exploded 57 
ditto 11 



* This is the explosion aUuded to by Mr. Buddie, at page 
40, folio, and page 19, eotbvo, editions of the Report of the 
Evidenoe taken ia 1839, on the state of the eoal trade of the 
United Kingdom. *' It was occasioned entirely by the per. 
verse obstinacy of a young man named Jokn Moody, one of 
the hewers, who, in defiance of the orders of the overman, 
refused to use Sir H, Davy's lamp, and lighted a candle, 
which was twice put out by the workmen whinn he was to re- 
lieve ; but he vp-lighted it by onscrewing the lamp, and thus 
sacrificed his own life and the life of his companions. Two 
days after, eight men who went down the Nova Scotia pit of 
the same coUiery were kdled by the After-damp which had en- 
tered the workings, supposed from the Bow pit,8ubaequentto the 
explosion."— &e5yA«*«Zoco/ Beoordi, second edition, vol 
2, page 105. 
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It i» the opinion of mx eminent Colliery Viewer of the 
present day, that ' the loss of lives by other accidents in 
Coal Mines exceeds, on in avenige of years the number 
lost by explosion.* " 



THE END. 



Prinied &y Thomas Johruon, lAwiejf Street, Manchester, 



